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A Companion to Sophocles presents the first comprehensive collection of essays
in decades to address all aspects of the life, works, and critical reception of
Sophocles.

First collection of its kind to provide introductory essays to the fragments of his●

lost plays and to the remaining fragments of one satyr-play, the Ichneutae, in
addition to each of his extant tragedies
Features new essays on Sophoclean drama that go well beyond the current state●

of scholarship on Sophocles
Presents readings that historicize Sophocles in relation to the social, cultural,●

and intellectual world of fifth century Athens
Seeks to place later interpretations and adaptations of Sophocles in their●

historical context
Includes essays dedicated to issues of gender and sexuality; significant●

moments in the history of interpreting Sophocles; and reception of Sophocles
by both ancient and modern playwrights
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Editorial Review

Review

"Although the book is scholarly and packed with information, it is accessible to nonspecialists. Summing
Up: Highly recommended. Upper-division undergraduates and above." ("Choice", 1 November 2012)

"This future work might be conducted in areas that this Companion, for all its admirable breadth, does not
treat thoroughly -- a chapter on the metrical features and effects of his verse, for example, would have been
valuable -- but this volume will indeed serve as an indispensable reference point for the future study of
Sophocles." ("Bryn Mawr Classical Review", 1 January 2013)

"Although the book is scholarly and packed with information, it is accessible to nonspecialists. Summing
Up: Highly recommended. Upper-division undergraduates and above." ("Choice", 1 November 2012)

"This volume will indeed serve as an indispensable reference point for the future study of Sophocles." ("Bryn
Mawr Classical Review", 1 January 2013)

"Although the book is scholarly and packed with information, it is accessible to nonspecialists. Summing
Up: Highly recommended. Upper-division undergraduates and above." ("Choice", 1 November 2012)

From the Back Cover

“This volume will indeed serve as an indispensable reference point for the future study of Sophocles.”
Bryn Mawr Classical Review

“Although the book is scholarly and packed with information, it is accessible to nonspecialists. Summing
Up: Highly recommended. Upper-division undergraduates and above.”
Choice

Few literary figures have gained more immediate – or more long-lasting – critical acclaim than the ancient
Greek dramatist Sophocles. From Sophocles’ first victory in the Athenian spring drama competition in 468
BCE, his works went on to become celebrated for tackling such thorny issues as personal will, divine justice,
and the limitations of human knowledge. His development of the self-motivated hero’s inevitable clash with
unavoidable circumstances is widely recognized as the birth of Western tragedy. A Companion to Sophocles
presents a comprehensive collection of original essays by leading scholars that address all aspects of the life,
works, and critical reception of Sophocles. Initial essays introduce Sophocles’ extant tragedies as well as
fragments of his lost plays, including the Ichneutae. Subsequent readings explore Sophocles’ relation to the
intellectual, social, and political currents of fifth-century Athens; issues of gender and sexuality; significant
moments in the history of interpreting Sophocles; and the reception of Sophocles by both ancient and
modern playwrights. A Companion to Sophocles offers illuminating insights into one of the most influential
dramatists the world has ever known.

About the Author



Kirk Ormand is Professor of Classics at Oberlin. He is author of Exchange and the Maiden: Marriage in
Sophoclean Tragedy (1999), Controlling Desires: Sexuality in Ancient Greece and Rome (2009), and The
Hesiodic Catalogue of Women and Archaic Greece (2014).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marjorie Brown:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called A
Companion to Sophocles (Blackwell Companions to the Ancient World)? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lillie Corley:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular A Companion to
Sophocles (Blackwell Companions to the Ancient World) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Evelyn Ross:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that
need more time to be go through. A Companion to Sophocles (Blackwell Companions to the Ancient World)
can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Hector Medlin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the A Companion to Sophocles (Blackwell Companions to the Ancient World) when you needed
it?
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