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Concrete: We use it for our buildings, bridges, dams, and roads. We walk on it,
drive on it, and many of us live and work within itswalls. But very few of us
know what it is. We take for granted this ubiquitous substance, which both
literally and figuratively comprises much of modern civilization's constructed
environment; yet the story of its creation and development features a cast of
fascinating characters and remarkable historical episodes. This book delvesinto
this history, opening readers’ eyes at every turn.

In alively narrative peppered with intriguing details, author Robert Corland
describes how some of the most famous personalities of history became involved
in the development and use of concrete—including King Herod the Great of
Judea, the Roman emperor Hadrian, Thomas Edison (who once owned the largest
concrete cement plant in the world), and architect Frank Lloyd Wright. Courland
points to recent archaeol ogical evidence suggesting that the discovery of concrete
directly led to the Nealithic Revolution and the rise of the earliest civilizations.
Much later, the Romans reached extraordinarily high standards for concrete
production, showcasing their achievement in iconic buildings like the Coliseum
and the Pantheon. Amazingly, with the fall of the Roman Empire, the secrets of
concrete manufacturing were lost for over a millennium.

The author explains that when concrete was rediscovered in the late eighteenth
century it wasinitially viewed as an interesting novelty or, at best, a specialized
building material suitable only for a narrow range of applications. It was only
toward the end of the nineteenth century that the use of concrete exploded.
During this rapid expansion, industry lobbyists tried to disguise the fact that
modern concrete had certain defects and critical shortcomings. It is now
recognized that modern concrete, unlike its Roman predecessor, gradually
disintegrates with age. Compounding this problem is another distressing fact: the
manufacture of concrete cement isamajor contributor to global warming.

Concrete Planet isfilled with incredible stories, fascinating characters, surprising
facts, and an array of intriguing insights into the building material that forms the
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basis of the infrastructure on which we depend.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Concrete: We use it for our buildings, bridges, dams, and roads. We walk on it, drive on it, and many of us
live and work within itswalls. But very few of us know what it is. We take for granted this ubiquitous
substance, which both literally and figuratively comprises much of modern civilization’s constructed
environment; yet the story of its creation and development features a cast of fascinating characters and
remarkable historical episodes. This book delvesinto this history, opening readers’ eyes at every turn.

In alively narrative peppered with intriguing details, author Robert Corland describes how some of the most
famous personalities of history became involved in the development and use of concrete—including King
Herod the Great of Judea, the Roman emperor Hadrian, Thomas Edison (who once owned the largest
concrete cement plant in the world), and architect Frank Lloyd Wright. Courland points to recent

archaeol ogical evidence suggesting that the discovery of concrete directly led to the Neolithic Revolution
and therise of the earliest civilizations. Much later, the Romans reached extraordinarily high standards for
concrete production, showcasing their achievement in iconic buildings like the Coliseum and the Pantheon.
Amazingly, with the fall of the Roman Empire, the secrets of concrete manufacturing were lost for over a
millennium.

The author explains that when concrete was rediscovered in the late eighteenth century it was initialy
viewed as an interesting novelty or, at best, a speciaized building material suitable only for a narrow range
of applications. It was only toward the end of the nineteenth century that the use of concrete exploded.
During this rapid expansion, industry lobbyists tried to disguise the fact that modern concrete had certain
defects and critical shortcomings. It is now recognized that modern concrete, unlike its Roman predecessor,
gradually disintegrates with age. Compounding this problem is another distressing fact: the manufacture of
concrete cement is amajor contributor to global warming.

Concrete Planet isfilled with incredible stories, fascinating characters, surprising facts, and an array of
intriguing insights into the building material that forms the basis of the infrastructure on which we depend.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The history of concrete construction is an unlikely subject for a popular book, but Robert Courland’'s
Concrete Planet engages the reader like awho done it novel. Courland easily and seamlessly covers the
science, technology, craft, and architectural expression in the invention and use of concrete with precision
and lively prose, describing both the best and the worst examples of its use over the ages and in the present.
He successfully manages to bring more than two thousand years of human history alive using concrete as the
thread, while delving deep enough to reveal the intimate details of the business and family lives of its
famous, and sometimes infamous, inventors, designers, and builders across the Western world."

Randolph Langenbach, former senior analyst in response and recovery at FEMA, author of Don't Tear It
Down!

"A delightful excursion through time and across continents!"
Dr. Robert Nason, author and former USGS seismol ogist

"Concrete Planet is an unimaginably poetic and nuanced |ook at the most common substance on earth, a
lumpen and lifeless mass that has been molded into athing of sculpted beauty, turned our horizontal society
into avertical one, and will serve as our visual legacy long after we are gone. Thisis afascinating work by a
great historian. | could not put it down."

James Dalessandro, author of 1906: A Novel

About the Author

Robert Courland isthe author of The Old North Waterfront, which won a special-achievement award from
the California Heritage Council, and, with Walt Crowley, The Fairmont Hotel: The First Century of a San
Francisco Landmark. He has also written magazine articles, television commercials, and screenplays.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Augustine:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a praoblem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstabl e resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Concrete Planet: The Strange and
Fascinating Story of the World's Most Common Man-Made Material as the daily resource information.

DedraClark:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside



the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the guide untitled Concrete Planet: The Strange and Fascinating Story of the World's Most Common
Man-Made Material can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Jason Braden:

The reason why? Because this Concrete Planet: The Strange and Fascinating Story of the World's Most
Common Man-Made Material is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
theidea but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who el se write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of rewards than the
other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , till want
to hold up having that book? If | have been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Robert Long:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Concrete Planet: The Strange and Fascinating
Story of the World's Most Common Man-Made Material was bright colored and of course has pictures on the
website. Aswe know that book Concrete Planet: The Strange and Fascinating Story of the World's M ost
Common Man-Made Material has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of
book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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