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Ockham's razor, the principle of parsimony, states that simpler theories are better
than theories that are more complex. It has a history dating back to Aristotle and
it plays an important role in current physics, biology, and psychology. The razor
also gets used outside of science - in everyday life and in philosophy. This book
evaluates the principle and discusses its many applications. Fascinating examples
from different domains provide arich basis for contemplating the principle's
promises and perils. It is obvious that simpler theories are beautiful and easy to
understand; the hard problem is to figure out why the simplicity of atheory
should be relevant to saying what the world is like. In this book, the ABCs of
probability theory are succinctly developed and put to work to describe two
'parsimony paradigms' within which this problem can be solved.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Sober's treatment of the role of Ockham's razor in scientific methodology is, quite simply, the best that one
can find in the philosophical literature today. With excursions into such diverse topics as model construction,
Bayesian statistics, phylogenetic inference, philosophy of mind, and general philosophical methodology,
readers of all stripeswill find this book rewarding.”

James M. Joyce, Cooper Harold Langford Collegiate Professor of Philosophy, University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor

"Ockham's Razorsis agreat book that philosophers, scientists, and anyone else interested in reasoning about
the empirical world would do well to read carefully."
Daniel Steel, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

"A flawless crash course in probability theory is expertly delivered at the outset, providing the casual reader
with everything needed to grapple with the fairly technical discussions that follow."
Tom Graham, The Times Literary Supplement

"I view this monograph as an ideal introduction to Sober's philosophy. Thisis helped by [his] clear and
entertaining style of writing: Ockham's Razorsis a pleasure to read. As such, | recommend the book to any
graduate student with interestsin the philosophy of science, the philosophy of probability or the philosophy
of biology. Furthermore, the book is suitable for a graduate seminar on Ockham'’s razor and individual
chapters can be used for specialist graduate courses in the philosophy of probability, the philosophy of
biology and the philosophy of mind."

Bengt Autzen, Philosophy of Science

About the Author

Elliott Sober is Hans Reichenbach Professor and William F. Vilas Research Professor in the Department of
Philosophy, University of Wisconsin, Madison. In 2014 the Philosophy of Science Association awarded him
the Carl Gustav Hempel Award for lifetime achievement in philosophy of science. His publications include:
Evidence and Evolution: The Logic Behind the Science (2008), Did Darwin Write the Origin Backwards?:
Philosophical Essays on Darwin's Theory (2011) and Unto Others: The Evolution and Psychology of
Unselfish Behavior (1998, co-authored with David Wilson).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ruth Lynch:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Ockham's Razors: A User's Manual. Try to make the book
Ockham's Razors: A User's Manual as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense
alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So, let me make
new experience and a so knowledge with this book.



James Baker:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor hasto answer that question due
to the fact just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Ockham's Razors. A
User's Manual to read.

John Wiser:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resourcesin it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Ockham's Razors: A User's Manual book as
this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Matthew Russell:

This Ockham's Razors: A User's Manual is great publication for you because the content that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So
if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Ockham's
Razors: A User's Manual in your hand like having the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide aready do that. So,
it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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