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Rethinking the Theatre of the Absurd is an innovative collection of essays,
written by leading scholars in the fields of theatre, performance and eco-
criticism, which reconfigures absurdist theatre through the optics of ecology and
environment. As well as offering strikingly new interpretations of the work of
canonical playwrights such as Beckett, Genet, Ionesco, Adamov, Albee, Kafka,
Pinter, Shephard and Churchill, the book playfully mimics the structure of Martin
Esslin's classic text The Theatre of the Absurd, which is commonly recognised as
one of the most important scholarly publications of the 20th century. By reading
absurdist drama, for the first time, as an emergent form of ecological theatre,
Rethinking the Theatre of the Absurd interrogates afresh the very meaning of
absurdism for 21st-century audiences, while at the same time making a
significant contribution to the development of theatre and performance studies as
a whole.

The collection's interdisciplinary approach, accessibility, and ecological focus
will appeal to students and academics in a number of different fields, including
theatre, performance, English, French, geography and philosophy. It will also
have a major impact on the new cross disciplinary paradigm of eco-criticism.
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Rethinking the Theatre of the Absurd is an innovative collection of essays, written by leading scholars in the
fields of theatre, performance and eco-criticism, which reconfigures absurdist theatre through the optics of
ecology and environment. As well as offering strikingly new interpretations of the work of canonical
playwrights such as Beckett, Genet, Ionesco, Adamov, Albee, Kafka, Pinter, Shephard and Churchill, the
book playfully mimics the structure of Martin Esslin's classic text The Theatre of the Absurd, which is
commonly recognised as one of the most important scholarly publications of the 20th century. By reading
absurdist drama, for the first time, as an emergent form of ecological theatre, Rethinking the Theatre of the
Absurd interrogates afresh the very meaning of absurdism for 21st-century audiences, while at the same time
making a significant contribution to the development of theatre and performance studies as a whole.

The collection's interdisciplinary approach, accessibility, and ecological focus will appeal to students and
academics in a number of different fields, including theatre, performance, English, French, geography and
philosophy. It will also have a major impact on the new cross disciplinary paradigm of eco-criticism.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Carl Lavery teaches Theatre and Performance at Aberystwyth University, UK. His publications include
Jean Genet Politics and Performance, with Clare Finburgh (2006), Sacred Theatre (2007), Walking, Writing
and Performance: Autobiographical Texts by Dee Heddon, Carl Lavery and Phil Smith (2009), The Politics
of Jean Genet's Late Theatre: Spaces of Revolution (2010), Contemporary French Theatre and Performance,
with Clare Finburgh (2011), Good Luck Everybody. Lone Twin: Journeys, Performances and Conversations,
with David Williams(2011), and the is he editor with Nick Whybrow of a special issue of Performance
Research 'On Foot' (2012).

Clare Finburgh is a senior lecturer in the department of Literature, Film and Theatre Studies at the
University of Essex, UK. He research focuses on French and UK contemporary performance, notably
innovations in French modern and contemporary playwriting and directing; and representations of conflict in
UK theatre. She has co-written Jean Genet (with David Bradby, 2011), and co-edited Genet: Performance
and Politics (2006) and Contemporary French Theatre and Performance (2011).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Scott Roche:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Rethinking the
Theatre of the Absurd: Ecology, the Environment and the Greening of the Modern Stage (Methuen Drama
Engage)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Juan Carrillo:

The book Rethinking the Theatre of the Absurd: Ecology, the Environment and the Greening of the Modern
Stage (Methuen Drama Engage) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Rethinking the Theatre of the Absurd:
Ecology, the Environment and the Greening of the Modern Stage (Methuen Drama Engage) to become your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a publication Rethinking the Theatre
of the Absurd: Ecology, the Environment and the Greening of the Modern Stage (Methuen Drama Engage).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this reserve?



Lucas Florio:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this Rethinking the Theatre of the Absurd:
Ecology, the Environment and the Greening of the Modern Stage (Methuen Drama Engage) to read.

Joshua Yoshida:

The book untitled Rethinking the Theatre of the Absurd: Ecology, the Environment and the Greening of the
Modern Stage (Methuen Drama Engage) is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write
the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Rethinking the Theatre of the Absurd: Ecology, the Environment and the Greening of the Modern
Stage (Methuen Drama Engage) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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