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The Italian singing technique Bel Canto instructs, "He who knows how to breathe
and how to pronounce, knows how to sing." Singing: The First Art incorporates
the techniques of Bel Canto along with those of masters like Berton Coffin and
Manuel Garcia to promote and facilitate vocal excellence. Many concepts are
described, from correct posture and alignment to improving and maintaining
proper breathing, from good pronunciation and diction to producing an even,
pure tone, and from vocal ranges to singing within and smoothly shifting
between vocal registers. Mannes Vocal Faculty member Dan H. Marek
effectively breaks down these complicated concepts with clear exercises, helping
the vocal student to achieve freedom and complete control over his or her
instrument.

A primary section on the history of singing stresses the importance of
understanding vocal history while inspiring and motivating the student through
the experiences of opera stars such as Enrico Caruso, Maria Callas, and Jussi
Björling. The second section explains vocal techniques, including the use and
proper pronunciation of the IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet), and provides
64 specific exercises with clearly defined goals designed to overcome faults and
to develop vocal virtuosity. Complete instructions for transposing the exercises
for both male and female voices are included, as well as drawings of the
exercises, musical examples from vocal literature, excellent anatomical
illustrations by Frank Netter, MD, and copious photographs of opera stars.
Singing: The First Art is an invaluable text for students, professionals, singers,
conductors, composers, and vocal medical professionals, or anyone interested in
understanding and appreciating the vocal art.
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The Italian singing technique Bel Canto instructs, "He who knows how to breathe and how to pronounce,
knows how to sing." Singing: The First Art incorporates the techniques of Bel Canto along with those of
masters like Berton Coffin and Manuel Garcia to promote and facilitate vocal excellence. Many concepts are
described, from correct posture and alignment to improving and maintaining proper breathing, from good
pronunciation and diction to producing an even, pure tone, and from vocal ranges to singing within and
smoothly shifting between vocal registers. Mannes Vocal Faculty member Dan H. Marek effectively breaks
down these complicated concepts with clear exercises, helping the vocal student to achieve freedom and
complete control over his or her instrument.

A primary section on the history of singing stresses the importance of understanding vocal history while
inspiring and motivating the student through the experiences of opera stars such as Enrico Caruso, Maria
Callas, and Jussi Björling. The second section explains vocal techniques, including the use and proper
pronunciation of the IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet), and provides 64 specific exercises with clearly
defined goals designed to overcome faults and to develop vocal virtuosity. Complete instructions for
transposing the exercises for both male and female voices are included, as well as drawings of the exercises,
musical examples from vocal literature, excellent anatomical illustrations by Frank Netter, MD, and copious
photographs of opera stars. Singing: The First Art is an invaluable text for students, professionals, singers,
conductors, composers, and vocal medical professionals, or anyone interested in understanding and
appreciating the vocal art.
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Editorial Review

Review
The first part of this textbook for vocal students is devoted to tracing the historical background of the art of
singing from ancient times to the present. Subsequent chapters teach practical vocal techniques, beginning
with the Bel Canto method of breathing. Marek (voice, Mannes College of Music) has also provided
approximately 60 vocal exercises for developing vocal virtuosity. The volume is illustrated with b&w
anatomical drawings and photographs of opera stars.... (Reference and Research Book News, May 2007)

Singing: The First Art  is both a history and a manual....Pedagogues who have not read Coffin's texts will
find this an accurate and accessible overview; teachers who are familiar with the work will find it a balanced
and practical interpretation of the method. (Journal of Singing, November 2008)

provides useful references....well written and well supported by illustrations and musical examples....[Marek]
has done singers, and those who are interested in singing, a great service by drawing together some of the
major sources of literature on vocal history and vocal technique. (Music Education Research)

The first part of this textbook for vocal students is devoted to tracing the historical background of the art of
singing from ancient times to the present. Subsequent chapters teach practical vocal techniques, beginning
with the Bel Canto method of breathing. Marek (voice, Mannes College of Music) has also provided
approximately 60 vocal exercises for developing vocal virtuosity. The volume is illustrated with b&w
anatomical drawings and photographs of opera stars. (Reference and Research Book News, May 2007)

About the Author
Dan H. Marek is a distinguished international singer, teacher, and writer who has appeared as a principal
tenor at the Metropolitan Opera, New York City Opera, and the Salzburg Opera. He is a teacher of voice at
Mannes College of Music in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Salas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Singing: The First Art. Try to make book Singing: The First
Art as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Diane Russel:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the



crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this
for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Singing: The
First Art book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Wesley Jerkins:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Singing: The First Art is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Cheryl Bullen:

The book with title Singing: The First Art has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
profit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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