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Swamiji, a Hindu holy man, is the central character of Storytellers, Saints, and
Scoundrels. He reclines in a deck chair in his modern apartment in western India,
telling subtle and entertaining folk narratives to his assorted gatherings. Among
the listeners is Kirin Narayan, who knew Swamiji when she was a child in India
and who has returned from America as an anthropologist. In her book Narayan
builds on Swamiji's tales and his audiences' interpretations to ask why religious
teachings the world over are so often couched in stories.

For centuries, religious teachers from many traditions have used stories to
instruct their followers. When Swamiji tells a story, the local barber rocks in
helpless laughter, and a sari-wearing French nurse looks on enrapt. Farmers make
decisions based on the tales, and American psychotherapists take notes that link
the storytelling to their own practices. Narayan herself is a key character in this
ethnography. As both a local woman and a foreign academic, she is somewhere
between participant and observer, reacting to the nuances of fieldwork with a
sensitivity that only such a position can bring.

Each story s reproduced in its evocative performance setting. Narayan
supplements eight folk narratives with discussions of audience participation and
response as well as relevant Hindu themes. All these stories focus on the complex
figure of the Hindu ascetic and so sharpen our understanding of renunciation and
gurus in South Asia.

While Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels raises provocative theoretical issues, it
is also a moving human document. Swamiji, with his droll characterizations,
inventive mind, and generous spirit, is a memorable character. The book
contributes to a growing interdisciplinary literature on narrative. It will be
particularly valuable to students and scholars of anthropology, folklore,
performance studies, religions, and South Asian studies.
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Swamiji, a Hindu holy man, is the central character of Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels. He reclines in a
deck chair in his modern apartment in western India, telling subtle and entertaining folk narratives to his
assorted gatherings. Among the listeners is Kirin Narayan, who knew Swamiji when she was a child in India
and who has returned from America as an anthropologist. In her book Narayan builds on Swamiji's tales and
his audiences' interpretations to ask why religious teachings the world over are so often couched in stories.

For centuries, religious teachers from many traditions have used stories to instruct their followers. When
Swamiji tells a story, the local barber rocks in helpless laughter, and a sari-wearing French nurse looks on
enrapt. Farmers make decisions based on the tales, and American psychotherapists take notes that link the
storytelling to their own practices. Narayan herself is a key character in this ethnography. As both a local
woman and a foreign academic, she is somewhere between participant and observer, reacting to the nuances
of fieldwork with a sensitivity that only such a position can bring.

Each story s reproduced in its evocative performance setting. Narayan supplements eight folk narratives with
discussions of audience participation and response as well as relevant Hindu themes. All these stories focus
on the complex figure of the Hindu ascetic and so sharpen our understanding of renunciation and gurus in
South Asia.

While Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels raises provocative theoretical issues, it is also a moving human
document. Swamiji, with his droll characterizations, inventive mind, and generous spirit, is a memorable
character. The book contributes to a growing interdisciplinary literature on narrative. It will be particularly
valuable to students and scholars of anthropology, folklore, performance studies, religions, and South Asian
studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This volume is beautifully written, is a delightful read, is theoretically sophisticated, yet presents a rich
human portrait of the ethnographer and her informant. Most important, we learn a great deal about folktales,
Indian gurus, and India."—Anthropology Newsletter

About the Author
Kirin Narayan is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frederica Dawkins:

The e-book untitled Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu Religious Teaching
(Contemporary Ethnography) (English and Hindi Edition) is the book that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did
a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu
Religious Teaching (Contemporary Ethnography) (English and Hindi Edition) from the publisher to make
you much more enjoy free time.

Donald Labelle:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu Religious
Teaching (Contemporary Ethnography) (English and Hindi Edition) this book consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he
makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Robert Baxter:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels: Folk



Narrative in Hindu Religious Teaching (Contemporary Ethnography) (English and Hindi Edition) can give
you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Storytellers, Saints, and
Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu Religious Teaching (Contemporary Ethnography) (English and Hindi
Edition).

Williams Carter:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu
Religious Teaching (Contemporary Ethnography) (English and Hindi Edition) can make you experience
more interested to read.
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