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What isthe role of survivor testimony in Holocaust remembrance? Today such
recollections are considered among the most compelling and important historical
sources we have, but this has not always been true. In The Era of the Witness, a
concise, rigorously argued, and provocative work of cultural and intellectual
history, Annette Wieviorka seeks to answer this surpassingly complex question.
She analyzes the conditions under which survivor testimonies have been
produced, how they have been received over time, and how the testimonies
shaped the construction of history and collective memory. Wieviorka discerns
three successive phases in the evolution of the roles and images of the Holocaust
witness. The first phase is marked by the testimony left by those who did not
survive the Holocaust but managed nevertheless to record their experiences. The
second, most important, phase is centered on the Eichmann trial, which for
Wieviorkais the moment (1961-1962) when a broad cultural deafness to
survivors' stories was replaced by the image of the witness as "bearer of history."
The author follows the changing nature of the witnessinto athird phase, which
she calls "the era of the witness." Especially concerned with the pedagogical and
political usesto which survivor testimony has been put, Wieviorka examines
factors that determine when and how survivor testimonies are incorporated into
the larger narrative of the Holocaust, according it a privileged place in our
understanding. By exploring the ways in which the Holocaust is remembered,
The Era of the Witness also deepens our understanding of how testimony can
help to define not only twentieth-century history but also more recent episodes of
mass killing that are only now "becoming history."
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What is the role of survivor testimony in Holocaust remembrance? Today such recollections are considered
among the most compelling and important historical sources we have, but this has not always been true. In
The Era of the Witness, a concise, rigorously argued, and provocative work of cultural and intellectual
history, Annette Wieviorka seeks to answer this surpassingly complex question. She analyzes the conditions
under which survivor testimonies have been produced, how they have been received over time, and how the
testimonies shaped the construction of history and collective memory. Wieviorka discerns three successive
phases in the evolution of the roles and images of the Holocaust witness. The first phase is marked by the
testimony left by those who did not survive the Holocaust but managed nevertheless to record their
experiences. The second, most important, phase is centered on the Eichmann trial, which for Wieviorkais
the moment (1961-1962) when a broad cultural deafness to survivors stories was replaced by the image of
the witness as "bearer of history." The author follows the changing nature of the witnessinto athird phase,
which she calls "the era of the withess." Especially concerned with the pedagogical and political usesto
which survivor testimony has been put, Wieviorka examines factors that determine when and how survivor
testimonies are incorporated into the larger narrative of the Holocaust, according it a privileged placein our
understanding. By exploring the ways in which the Holocaust is remembered, The Era of the Witness also
deepens our understanding of how testimony can help to define not only twentieth-century history but also
more recent episodes of mass killing that are only now "becoming history."
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Editorial Review

Review

"Wieviorka retraces the evolution of the figure of the Holocaust witness and analyzes the different, and
sometimes competing, uses of Holocaust testimonies, with the rigor and clarity that perfectly suits her
subject."?Le Monde

"A reflection on the production of Holocaust testimonies, their evolution in time, and their part in the
construction of the collective memory."?Libération

"Written by one of France's leading historians of the Holocaust, The Era of the Witnessis afascinating and
readable exploration of the emergence of survivor testimony into the public sphere. Annette Wieviorka's
provocative yet sensitive account will be of interest to al who are concerned with the legacies of the
Holocaust and other traumatic histories. Jared Stark's beautiful translation makes this essential work
accessible to a new audience."?Michael Rothberg, author of Traumatic Realism: The Demands of Hol ocaust
Representation and coeditor of The Holocaust: Theoretical Readings

"This book on witnessing itself bears withessto a close, careful, and often difficult engagement with avast
array of testimoniesin different genres and media. It raises the question of how empathy and unsettlement
provoked by testimonies may be combined with resistance to a cult of intimacy, a confusion of empathy with
identification, and an impairment of the critical perspective necessary for writing history."?Dominick
LaCapra, Cornell University, author of History in Transit: Experience, Identity, Critical Theory

From the Back Cover

"Written by one of France's leading historians of the Holocaust, The Era of the Witnessis a fascinating and
readable exploration of the emergence of survivor testimony into the public sphere. Annette Wieviorka's
provocative yet sensitive account will be of interest to al who are concerned with the legacies of the
Holocaust and other traumatic histories. Jared Stark's beautiful translation makes this essential work
accessible to a new audience."--Michael Rothberg, author of Traumatic Realism: The Demands of Holocaust
Representation and coeditor of The Holocaust: Theoretical Readings

"This book on witnessing itself bears withessto a close, careful, and often difficult engagement with avast
array of testimoniesin different genres and media. It raises the question of how empathy and unsettlement
provoked by testimonies may be combined with resistance to a cult of intimacy, a confusion of empathy with
identification, and an impairment of the critical perspective necessary for writing history."—Dominick
LaCapra, Cornell University, author of History in Transit: Experience, Identity, Critical Theory

About the Author

Annette Wieviorka, Director of Research at Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, is the author of
many books, including Auschwitz Explained to My Child. Jared Stark teaches in the Department of
Literature at Eckerd College. Jared Stark is Assistant Professor of Literature at Eckerd College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Michael Brown:

This The Era of the Witness book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
factswhich is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. This The Era of the Witness
without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry
The Era of the Witness can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves come to be
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Era of the Witness having
excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Donna M acdonald:

Here thing why this particular The Era of the Witness are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good nonetheless it dependsin the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The Era of the Witness giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with The Era of the Witness. It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which
is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Era of
the Witness in e-book can be your substitute.

JuneWeiss;

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Era of the Withess, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hangout
typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on itsidentified as
reading friends.

David Briggs:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Era of the Witness publication
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Era of the Witness as good book not just by the
cover but also from the content. Thisis one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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