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“Farther on, | find other figures of Jizo, single reliefs, sculptured upon tombs.
But one of these isawork of art so charming that | feel apain at being obliged to
passit by. More sweet, assuredly, than any imaged Christ, this dream in white
stone of the playfellow of dead children, like a beautiful young boy, with
gracious eyelids half closed, and face made heavenly by such asmile as only
Buddhist art could have imagined, the smile of infinite lovingness and supremest
gentleness. Indeed, so charming theideal of Jizo isthat in the speech of the
people a beautiful faceis always likened to his? Jizo-kao,’ asthe face of Jizo.”
?Lafcadio Hearn, Glimpses of an Unfamiliar Japan (1894)

Stone images of the Buddhist deity Jizo?bedecked in ared cloth bib and
presiding over offerings of flowers, coins, candles, and incense?are afamiliar
sight throughout Japan. Known in China as a savior from hell’ storment, Jizo in
Japan came to be utterly transformed through fusion with the local tradition of
kami worship and ancient fertility cults. In particular, the Jizo cult became
associated with gods of borders or transitions: the stone gods known as dosojin.
Although the study of Jizo is often relegated to the folkloric, Hank Glassman, in
this highly original and readable book, demonstrates that the bodhisattva s cult
was promoted and embraced at the most elite levels of society.

The Face of Jizo explores the stories behind sculptural and painted images of Jizo
to reveal afascinating cultural history. Employing the methodologies of the early
twentieth-century renegade art historian Aby Warburg, Glassman’s focus on the
visual culture of medieval Japanese religion is not concerned with the surface
form or iconographical lineages of Jizo'simages, but with the social, ritual, and
narrative contexts that bring the iconsto life. He skillfully weaves together many
elements of the Jizo cult?doctrine, ritual, cosmology, iconography?to animate the
images he examines. Thus The Face of Jizo istruly awork of iconology in the
Warburgian sense. Glassman’ s choice to examine the cult of Jizo through the
medium of the icon makes for a most engaging and approachable history of this
“most Japanese” of Buddhist deities.
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Stone images of the Buddhist deity Jizo?bedecked in ared cloth bib and presiding over offerings of flowers,
coins, candles, and incense?are afamiliar sight throughout Japan. Known in China as a savior from hell’s
torment, Jizo in Japan came to be utterly transformed through fusion with the local tradition of kami worship
and ancient fertility cults. In particular, the Jizo cult became associated with gods of borders or transitions:
the stone gods known as dosojin. Although the study of Jizo is often relegated to the folkloric, Hank
Glassman, in this highly original and readable book, demonstrates that the bodhisattva' s cult was promoted
and embraced at the most elite levels of society.

The Face of Jizo explores the stories behind sculptural and painted images of Jizo to reveal afascinating
cultural history. Employing the methodol ogies of the early twentieth-century renegade art historian Aby
Warburg, Glassman’s focus on the visual culture of medieval Japanese religion is not concerned with the
surface form or iconographical lineages of Jizo'simages, but with the socid, ritual, and narrative contexts
that bring theiconsto life. He skillfully weaves together many elements of the Jizo cult?doctrine, ritual,
cosmol ogy, iconography?to animate the images he examines. Thus The Face of Jizo istruly awork of
iconology in the Warburgian sense. Glassman’s choice to examine the cult of Jizo through the medium of the
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Hank Glassman teaches at Haverford College. Primarily interested in the investigation of lived religion, he
has published articles on medieval Japanese Buddhist literature and visual culture, aswell as studies on
rituals of burial and mourning.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sheila Rocha:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Face of Jizo: Image and Cult in Medieval
Japanese Buddhism. Try to the actual book The Face of Jizo: Image and Cult in Medieval Japanese
Buddhism as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So, let's
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

EloisaHurd:

This book untitled The Face of Jizo: Image and Cult in Medieval Japanese Buddhism to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit
init. Youwill easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Eric Sanders:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them isthis The
Face of Jizo: Image and Cult in Medieval Japanese Buddhism.



Donna Bledsoe:

This The Face of Jizo: Image and Cult in Medieval Japanese Buddhism is brand new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The
Face of Jizo: Image and Cult in Medieval Japanese Buddhism can be the light food in your case because the
information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel
seepy even dizzy thisreserve isthe answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especialy this one.
Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't missthat! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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