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This book rethinks the city by examining its various forms of collectivity – their
atmospheres, modes of exclusion and self-organization, as well as how they are
governed – on the basis of a critical discussion of the notion of urban commons.
The idea of the commons has received surprisingly little attention in urban
theory, although the city may well be conceived as a shared resource. Urban
Commons: Rethinking the City offers an attempt to reconsider what a city might
be by studying how the notion of the commons opens up new understandings of
urban collectivities, addressing a range of questions about urban diversity, urban
governance, urban belonging, urban sexuality, urban subcultures, and urban
poverty; but also by discussing in more methodological terms how one might
study the urban commons. In these respects, the rethinking of the city undertaken
in this book has a critical dimension, as the notion of the commons delivers new
insights about how collective urban life is formed and governed.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘Cities are set to rule the world, yet how they work as collectives is poorly understood or misinterpreted
through borrowed ideas on the commons. This insightful volume looks from within the city to propose
atmospheres, active usage of the shared, and commoners as key collectives, in the process revealing the true
nature of the urban commons and gesturing the kind of politics needed to secure a better urban and global
future. A marvelous original book’. Ash Amin, 1931 Chair of Geography, University of Cambridge and
author of Land of Strangers (Polity, 2012).

‘It is exciting to see a book that tackles the urban commons from so many angles and scholarly perspectives.
We get insights from planning, philosophy, urban studies and beyond, and a kaleidoscopic focus on the
commons in relation to non-humans, waste, exclusion, atmosphere and more. It is also heartening to see the
careful and critical attention that the commons – a slippery, multivalent and mobile category – deserves’.
Nicholas Blomley, Professor of Geography, Simon Fraser University and author of Rights of Passage
(Routledge, 2011).

‘Urban Commons presents a fresh and innovative approach to investigating the city through the organisation
of collectivity. Its point of departure is a critique of the conventional understanding of urban commons as
finite resource pools. Instead, the book tests the city as a non-subtractive resource which implies that its
consumption simultaneously becomes a form of production. In other words, using the city does not diminish
but increases its value. Based on this conceptual framework, the book brings together a broad range of
theoretical and empirical contributions and engages the reader with a rich, multidisciplinary juxtaposition of
critical inquiries. Urban Commons addresses fundamental questions of the contemporary urban condition. It
establishes perspectives that can enrich diverse discourses ranging from sustainable development in cities to
issues of urban governance, collaboration and co-production. Its combination of theorising and presenting
case studies makes it accessible to a broad audience of urban scholars, practitioners and students. It is a
highly recommendable resource for anyone interested in how the wider notion of ‘the commons’ can be
translated to urban studies’. Philipp Rode, Executive Director, LSE Cities, London School of Economics and
Political Science.

About the Author

Christian Borch is Professor of Political Sociology at the Department of Management, Politics and
Philosophy, Copenhagen Business School, Denmark. His work focuses on crowds, architecture, financial
markets and urban theory. His previous books include The Politics of Crowds: An Alternative History of
Sociology (Cambridge University Press, 2012) and Foucault, Crime and Power: Problematisations of Crime
in the Twentieth Century (Routledge, 2015).

Martin Kornberger is Professor of Strategy and Organization at Copenhagen Business School and visiting
professor at the Research Institute for Urban Management and Governance at the WU Wien. He received his
PhD in philosophy from the University of Vienna. Amongst other things, his work focuses on urban strategy
and governance.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Mazzarella:

With other case, little persons like to read book Urban Commons: Rethinking the City (Space, Materiality
and the Normative). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important any book Urban Commons: Rethinking the City (Space, Materiality and the Normative).
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's study.

Alma Brady:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is actually Urban Commons: Rethinking the City (Space, Materiality and the
Normative).

Eunice Nunn:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Urban Commons: Rethinking the
City (Space, Materiality and the Normative), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Alexandra Stafford:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Urban Commons: Rethinking the City (Space, Materiality
and the Normative) why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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