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The #1 New York Times bestseller and the true story behind the film: A
rugby team resorts to the unthinkable after a plane crash in the Andes.

Spirits were high when the Fairchild F-227 took off from Mendoza, Argentina,
and headed for Santiago, Chile. On board were forty-five people, including an
amateur rugby team from Uruguay and their friends and family. The skies were
clear that Friday, October 13, 1972, and at 3:30 p.m., the Fairchild’s pilot
reported their altitude at 15,000 feet. But one minute later, the Santiago control
tower lost all contact with the aircraft. For eight days, Chileans, Uruguayans, and
Argentinians searched for it, but snowfall in the Andes had been heavy, and the
odds of locating any wreckage were slim.
 
Ten weeks later, a Chilean peasant in a remote valley noticed two haggard men
desperately gesticulating to him from across a river. He threw them a pen and
paper, and the note they tossed back read: “I come from a plane that fell in the
mountains . . .”
 
Sixteen of the original forty-five passengers on the F-227 survived its horrific
crash. In the remote glacial wilderness, they camped in the plane’s fuselage,
where they faced freezing temperatures, life-threatening injuries, an avalanche,
and imminent starvation. As their meager food supplies ran out, and after they
heard on a patched-together radio that the search parties had been called off, it
seemed like all hope was lost. To save their own lives, these men and women not
only had to keep their faith, they had to make an impossible decision: Should
they eat the flesh of their dead friends?
 
A remarkable story of endurance and determination, friendship and the human
spirit, Alive is the dramatic bestselling account of one of the most harrowing
quests for survival in modern times.
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The #1 New York Times bestseller and the true story behind the film: A rugby team resorts to the
unthinkable after a plane crash in the Andes.

Spirits were high when the Fairchild F-227 took off from Mendoza, Argentina, and headed for Santiago,
Chile. On board were forty-five people, including an amateur rugby team from Uruguay and their friends and
family. The skies were clear that Friday, October 13, 1972, and at 3:30 p.m., the Fairchild’s pilot reported
their altitude at 15,000 feet. But one minute later, the Santiago control tower lost all contact with the aircraft.
For eight days, Chileans, Uruguayans, and Argentinians searched for it, but snowfall in the Andes had been
heavy, and the odds of locating any wreckage were slim.
 
Ten weeks later, a Chilean peasant in a remote valley noticed two haggard men desperately gesticulating to
him from across a river. He threw them a pen and paper, and the note they tossed back read: “I come from a
plane that fell in the mountains . . .”
 
Sixteen of the original forty-five passengers on the F-227 survived its horrific crash. In the remote glacial
wilderness, they camped in the plane’s fuselage, where they faced freezing temperatures, life-threatening
injuries, an avalanche, and imminent starvation. As their meager food supplies ran out, and after they heard
on a patched-together radio that the search parties had been called off, it seemed like all hope was lost. To
save their own lives, these men and women not only had to keep their faith, they had to make an impossible
decision: Should they eat the flesh of their dead friends?
 
A remarkable story of endurance and determination, friendship and the human spirit, Alive is the dramatic
bestselling account of one of the most harrowing quests for survival in modern times.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A classic in the literature of survival.” —Newsweek
 
“Read has risen above the sensational and managed a book of real and lasting value.” —Rolling Stone
 
“[Read] records a despair so real it seeps through the pages, while the narrative rarely pushes an image of
straightforward heroism. These are recognisable human beings, not saints: peevish, petulant, prone to feuds,
rage and selfishness. It makes their survival all the more moving, but what lingers are the moments of
ingenuity, and the resilience of the human spirit.” —The Guardian
 
“Read’s style is savage: unliterary, undecorated as a prosecutor’s brief. . . . Alive is thunderous
entertainment: I know the events by rote, nonetheless I found it electric. And important. Alive should be read
by sociologists, educators, the Joint Chiefs of Staff. By anyone, in fact, whose business it is to prepare men
for adversity.” —The New York Times
 

From the Publisher
8 1.5-hour cassettes

About the Author

Piers Paul Read, third son of poet and art critic Sir Herbert Read, was born in 1941, raised in North
Yorkshire, and educated by Benedictine monks at Ampleforth College. After studying history at Cambridge
University, he spent two years in Germany, and on his return to London, worked as a subeditor on the Times
Literary Supplement. His first novel, Game in Heaven with Tussy Marx, was published in 1966. His fiction
has won the Hawthornden Prize, the Geoffrey Faber Memorial Prize, the Somerset Maugham Award, and the
James Tait Black Memorial Prize. Two of his novels, A Married Man and The Free Frenchman, have been
adapted for television and a third, Monk Dawson, as a feature film. In 1974, Read wrote his first work of
reportage, Alive: The Story of the Andes Survivors, which has since sold five million copies worldwide. A
film of Alive was released in 1993, directed by Frank Marshall and starring Ethan Hawke. His other works of
nonfiction include Ablaze, an account of the nuclear accident at Chernobyl; The Templars, a history of the
crusading military order; Alec Guinness: The Authorised Biography, and The Dreyfus Affair. Read is a fellow
and member of the Council of the Royal Society of Literature and a member of the Council of the Society of
Authors. He lives in London.
 
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeremy Brown:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has



different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Alive: The Story of the Andes Survivors.

Courtney Cook:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Alive: The Story of the
Andes Survivors. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Martin Herrin:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Alive: The Story of the Andes Survivors book is readable through you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Alive:
The Story of the Andes Survivors content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Alive: The Story of the Andes Survivors is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Evelyn Broderick:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Alive: The
Story of the Andes Survivors suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Alive: The Story of the Andes Survivorsis the main of several books that everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.
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