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For almost four desperate years, from 1939 to mid-1943, the British and
American navies fought a savage, losing battle against German submarine
wolfpacks. The Allies might never have turned the tide without an intelligence
coup. The race to break the German U-boat codes is one of the greatest untold
stories of World War II. Kahn expertly brings this tale to life in this newly-
updated edition of his classic book.

Soon after war broke out, Hitler’s U-boats began to sever Allied lifelines. In the
gray wasteland of the North Atlantic, submarines prowled; at night, the sky lit up
with the flames of exploding tankers. To meet the growing crisis, ingenious
amateurs joined the nucleus of dedicated professionals at Bletchley Park. As the
Battle of the Atlantic raged, they raced to unlock the continually changing
German naval codes. Their mission: to read the U-boat messages of Hitler’s
cipher device, the Enigma.

Critical to their success was a series of raids at sea. U-110, captured intact in the
mid-Atlantic, yielded the Enigma machine itself and also a trove of secret
documents. The weather ship Lauenburg seized near the Arctic ice pack provided
codesettings for an entire month. In the Mediterranean, two sailors rescued a
German weather cipher than enabled the team at Bletchley to solve the Enigma
after a year-long blackout.
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Editorial Review

Review
“[Kahn’s] 1997 history of cryptology The Codebreakers is regarded as the seminal work on the subject. One
senses that in the future Seizing the Enigma will be regarded in the same vein. Kahn tells a long and
technically demanding story with all the skills of a professional journalist. He deftly mixes intricate accounts
of the workings of the Enigma machines themselves and their accompanying codes with useful pen portraits
of the principal characters involved…an absorbing and thoroughly well documented account.” ? Naval
Books of the Year column in Warship, 2013

“The book remains a highly recommended account with a wealth of materials.” ? Naval History Book
Reviews, Naval Historical Foundation

About the Author
David Kahn holds a PhD in history from Oxford University. He worked for thirty years as a journalist in
New York and Paris, and taught intelligence courses at Yale and Columbia. In 2002, he was scholar-in-
residence at the National Security Agency in Washington, D.C. His massive history of cryptology, The
Codebreakers, is still considered the standard work on the subject.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Burton:

The experience that you get from Seizing the Enigma: The Race to Break the German U-Boat Codes, 1933-
1945 will be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Seizing the Enigma: The Race to
Break the German U-Boat Codes, 1933-1945 giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of
this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
Seizing the Enigma: The Race to Break the German U-Boat Codes, 1933-1945 instantly.

Sara Otoole:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Seizing the Enigma: The Race to Break the German U-Boat Codes, 1933-1945 your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Seizing the Enigma: The Race to Break the
German U-Boat Codes, 1933-1945 giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?



Alma Rasmussen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Seizing the
Enigma: The Race to Break the German U-Boat Codes, 1933-1945.

Kent Moore:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Seizing the Enigma: The Race to Break
the German U-Boat Codes, 1933-1945 to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up
a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Seizing the Enigma: The Race to Break the German U-Boat
Codes, 1933-1945 can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of the time.
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