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On July 5, 1943, the greatest land battle in history began when Nazi and Red
Army forces clashed near the town of Kursk, on the western border of the Soviet
Union. Code named “Operation Citadel,” the German offensive would cut
through the bulge in the eastern front that had been created following Germany’s
retreat at the battle of Stalingrad. But the Soviets, well-informed about
Germany’s plans through their network of spies, had months to prepare. Two
million men supported by 6,000 tanks, 35,000 guns, and 5,000 aircraft convened
in Kursk for an epic confrontation that was one of the most important military
engagements in history, the epitome of “total war.” It was also one of the most
bloody, and despite suffering seven times more casualties, the Soviets won a
decisive victory that became a turning point in the war. With unprecedented
access to the journals and testimonials of the officers, soldiers, political leaders,
and citizens who lived through it, The Battle of the Tanks is the definitive
account of an epic showdown that changed the course of history.
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On July 5, 1943, the greatest land battle in history began when Nazi and Red Army forces clashed near the
town of Kursk, on the western border of the Soviet Union. Code named “Operation Citadel,” the German
offensive would cut through the bulge in the eastern front that had been created following Germany’s retreat
at the battle of Stalingrad. But the Soviets, well-informed about Germany’s plans through their network of
spies, had months to prepare. Two million men supported by 6,000 tanks, 35,000 guns, and 5,000 aircraft
convened in Kursk for an epic confrontation that was one of the most important military engagements in
history, the epitome of “total war.” It was also one of the most bloody, and despite suffering seven times
more casualties, the Soviets won a decisive victory that became a turning point in the war. With
unprecedented access to the journals and testimonials of the officers, soldiers, political leaders, and citizens
who lived through it, The Battle of the Tanks is the definitive account of an epic showdown that changed the
course of history.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
An experienced and literate military historian gives us a stellar account of the Battle of Kursk in 1943, one of
the more obscure of WWII’s decisive battles. The Germans hoped to cut off the Kursk salient, and thereby
envelop and destroy a fatally large portion of the Soviet Army. The Russians prepared formidable fixed
defenses, and when the massive German armored spearheads had ground to a halt, the Russians’desperate
counterattacks turned a stalemate into a crushing victory. The German Panzer forces on the Eastern Front
never recovered their offensive capabilities, and the author has shown why in vivid, sometimes harrowing,
detail, making extensive use of Russian sources only recently made available. A major addition to the
literature of the Eastern Front, the decisive land theater of WWII. --Roland Green

Review

Praise for The Battle of the Tanks

“Mr. Clark has a reputation for both his deep knowledge of military history and his ability to make it
accessible to a substantial reading audience. That reputation is well deserved. While the tank battle at Kursk
is the centerpiece of his work, Clark realizes, as would any good historian, that it did not take place in a
vacuum. He places the great battle in its context, relating it to the events that preceded, and those which
followed. … It is in the telling of this dramatic tale that author Clark excels. … In The Battle of the Tanks, it
is the men who fought there who tell the story of the great and fateful encounter.”—The New York Journal of
Books

"His narrative is both moving in its use of testimony of ordinary soldiers and insightful in its interpretation
of the generals’ strategy." —The Sunday Times (UK)

"A comprehensive analysis of WWII’s greatest land battle and one of history’s greatest armor engagements.
[Clark] blends archival research, participant interviews, and professional insight in presenting the genesis,
conduct, and consequences of the Battle of Kursk. Particularly effective is his integration of foxhole and
tank-crew perspectives with broader discussion of the course of a headdown slugging match that decisively
tipped the Eastern Front’s balance in favor of a resurgent Red Army. … With this account, Clark confirms
his reputation as one of Britain’s outstanding scholars of operational military history."—Publishers Weekly

"A leading British military historian reconsiders the events of World War II—this time, on the decisive yet
less-trammeled Eastern Front. In this deeply informed overview, Clark offers an authoritative appraisal of
the “total war” engulfing both Germany and the Soviet Union. … Vigorous depictions of German and Soviet
military leaders alternate with the words of ordinary soldiers and richly described specifications of military
hardware." —Kirkus Reviews

"An experienced and literate military historian gives us a stellar account of the Battle of Kursk in 1943, one
of the more obscure of WWII’s decisive battles... The German Panzer forces on the Eastern Front never
recovered their offensive capabilities, and the author has shown why in vivid, sometimes harrowing, detail,
making extensive use of Russian sources only recently made available. A major addition to the literature of
the Eastern Front, the decisive land theater of WWII."—Booklist

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“Lloyd Clark belongs to a new generation of British military historians who appeal to both scholars and
general readers; he has written successful works on Anzio and the British Rhine campaign of 1944–45. This
offering is no less solid: well researched and well written, it integrates frontline narratives and operational
analysis. . . . What sets this work firmly apart, however, is Clark’s recognition that while Kursk was a ‘battle
of the tanks,’ it was above all a soldiers’ battle. . . . Men, not machines, were the deciding factor.”—Dennis
Showalter, WWII Magazine

About the Author

Lloyd Clark is a senior academic in the Department of War Studies at the Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst and Professorial Research Fellow in War Studies, Humanities Research Institute, at University of
Buckingham. One of the UK’s leading military historians, he is the author of Anzio and Crossing the Rhine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Geraldine Noll:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Battle of the Tanks: Kursk, 1943, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Tracey Egan:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be
the book untitled The Battle of the Tanks: Kursk, 1943 can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Rose Ibarra:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Battle of the Tanks:
Kursk, 1943 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick The Battle of the Tanks: Kursk, 1943 become your personal



starter.

Barbara Fontenot:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By the book The Battle of the Tanks: Kursk, 1943 we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book The Battle of the
Tanks: Kursk, 1943. You can more inviting than now.
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