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Mirza Waheed's extraordinary new novel The Book of Gold Leaves is a
heartbreaking love story set in war-torn Kashmir.

In an ancient house in the city of Srinagar, Faiz paints exquisite Papier Mache
pencil boxes for tourists. Evening is beginning to slip into night when he sets off
for the shrine. There he finds the woman with the long black hair.

Roohi is prostrate before her God. She begs for the boy of her dreams to come
and take her away. Roohi wants a love story.

An age-old tale of love, war, temptation, duty and choice, The Book of Gold
Leaves is a heartbreaking tale of a what might have been, what could have been,
if only.

'I loved it. The voice is lyrical, to match the beauty of Kashmir, and yet it is
tinged with melancholy and grief, as is the story it tells' Nadeem Aslam (on The
Collaborator)

'Waheed's prose burns with the fever of anger and despair; the scenes in the
valley are exceptional, conveying, a hallucinatory living nightmare that has
become an everyday reality for Kashmiris' Metro (on The Collaborator)

Mirza Waheed was born and brought up in Kashmir. His debut novel The
Collaborator was shortlisted for the Guardian First Book Award and the Shakti
Bhat Prize, and longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize. It was also book of the
year for The Telegraph, New Statesman, Financial Times, Business Standard and
Telegraph India, among others. Waheed has written for the BBC, The Guardian,
Granta, Al Jazeera English and the New York Times. He lives in London.
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Mirza Waheed's extraordinary new novel The Book of Gold Leaves is a heartbreaking love story set in war-
torn Kashmir.

In an ancient house in the city of Srinagar, Faiz paints exquisite Papier Mache pencil boxes for tourists.
Evening is beginning to slip into night when he sets off for the shrine. There he finds the woman with the
long black hair.

Roohi is prostrate before her God. She begs for the boy of her dreams to come and take her away. Roohi
wants a love story.

An age-old tale of love, war, temptation, duty and choice, The Book of Gold Leaves is a heartbreaking tale of
a what might have been, what could have been, if only.

'I loved it. The voice is lyrical, to match the beauty of Kashmir, and yet it is tinged with melancholy and
grief, as is the story it tells' Nadeem Aslam (on The Collaborator)

'Waheed's prose burns with the fever of anger and despair; the scenes in the valley are exceptional,
conveying, a hallucinatory living nightmare that has become an everyday reality for Kashmiris' Metro (on
The Collaborator)

Mirza Waheed was born and brought up in Kashmir. His debut novel The Collaborator was shortlisted for
the Guardian First Book Award and the Shakti Bhat Prize, and longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize. It
was also book of the year for The Telegraph, New Statesman, Financial Times, Business Standard and
Telegraph India, among others. Waheed has written for the BBC, The Guardian, Granta, Al Jazeera English
and the New York Times. He lives in London.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A haunting illustration of how, at the end of last century, normal life became impossible for many of those
who call Kashmir home . . . Waheed's talent lies in the vivid, convincing detail he brings to descriptions of
everyday lives. The careful meshing of domestic intimacy with political events is done deftly, with integrity.
Like his great-grandfather's gold painting, Waheed's work will undoubtedly endure." —Financial Times

"Waheed writes about war with a devastating and unflinching calm, with the melancholy wisdom of
someone attuned to but never hardened by its horrors . . . He has a formidable insight into his large cast of
characters, from the elegant grief-stricken principal of the girls' school taken over by Indian officers to the
spoilt boy-turned-insurgent who betrays his own father." —Guardian

A harrowing tale of love in a time of conflict and change . . . The language in this book is lyrical, indeed
at times it seems to be poetry masquerading as prose. The Book of Gold Leaves is the sort of book one can
read and re-read - and then read again - - News on Sunday

About the Author

Mirza Waheed was born and brought up in Kashmir. His debut novel The Collaborator was shortlisted for
the Guardian First Book Award and the Shakti Bhat Prize, and longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize. It
was also book of the year for the Telegraph, New Statesman, Financial Times, Business Standard and
Telegraph India. Waheed has written for the BBC, the Guardian, Granta, Al Jazeera English and The New
York Times.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Heather Goodson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Book Of Gold Leaves will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Michael Stein:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the



top checklist in your reading list will be The Book Of Gold Leaves. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.

Dione Wicker:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Book Of Gold Leaves was colourful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book The Book Of Gold Leaves has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.

Doug Campbell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the The Book Of Gold Leaves when you necessary it?
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