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This book provides both students and scholars with a critical and historical
introduction to the graphic novel. Jan Baetens and Hugo Frey explore this
exciting form of visual and literary communication, showing readers how to
situate and analyze graphic novels since their rise to prominence half a century
ago. Several key questions are addressed: What is the graphic novel? How do we
read graphic novels as narrative forms? Why is page design and publishing
format so significant? What theories are developing to explain the genre? How is
this form blurring the categories of high and popular literature? Why are graphic
novelists nostalgic for the old comics? The authors address these and many other
questions raised by the genre. Through their analysis of the works of many well-
known graphic novelists - including Bechdel, Clowes, Spiegelman and Ware -
Baetens and Frey offer significant insights for future teaching and research on the
graphic novel.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The Graphic Novel: An Introduction is a landmark volume which manages the enormous challenge of
rendering it possible to speak productively about the graphic novel and of producing a satisfying definition
of the medium. The historical and critical toolkit with which it outfits its readers is impressive in both its
breadth and depth."
Image and Narrative

About the Author
Jan Baetens is Professor of Cultural and Literary Studies at the University of Leuven. His main research
areas are modern French poetry and word and image studies, mainly in so-called minor genres such as
comics, photonovels and novelisations. He is the author of some fifteen volumes (among which is a classic
volume on Tintin, 2006) and has published widely in journals such as Critical Inquiry, PMLA, History of
Photography, Poetics Today, Yale French Studies, Poétique, English Language Notes, Romanic Review, and
French Forum. In 2007-8 Baetens was the holder of a Belgian Francqui Chair, and the same year he was
awarded the triennial prize of poetry of Francophone Belgium.

Hugo Frey is Head of Department and Reader in History at the University of Chichester. He is the author of
Louis Malle (2004) and Cinema and Nationalism in France: Political Mythologies and Film Events, 1945-
1995 (2014). He has published articles on historiography, cinema and bande dessinée in journals such as
Contemporary French Civilization, the Journal of European Studies, South Central Review and Yale French
Studies. Recent publications include a critique of the politics of Renaud Camus for Ralph Sarkonak, ed., Les
Spirales du sens chez Renaud Camus (2010). In autumn 2013, he was invited to lecture for The Prince's
Teaching Institute, London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Palmateer:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The
Graphic Novel: An Introduction (Cambridge Introductions to Literature (Paperback)). All type of book is it
possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jonathan Bean:

The guide with title The Graphic Novel: An Introduction (Cambridge Introductions to Literature
(Paperback)) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will



bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read it anywhere you want.

Gloria Engstrom:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Graphic Novel: An
Introduction (Cambridge Introductions to Literature (Paperback)), you can enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Joshua White:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Graphic Novel: An Introduction
(Cambridge Introductions to Literature (Paperback)) publication written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still question The Graphic Novel: An Introduction (Cambridge Introductions to Literature (Paperback))
as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't judge
book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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