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‘Common-sense,’ the Romantic critics told us, was all that was needed to
understand and interpret literary texts. Today, we know thisis not generally true.
Modern criticism has joined with pre-Romantic criticism to expose common-
sense as appropriate (because simple-minded), inadequate to comprehend and
interpret verbal structures which are frequently 'non-[common]sensical,' anti-
commonsensical, or even nonsensical.

The difference between readers today and their earlier counterparts is that we
have lost the full vocabulary of criticism and the consciousness of the literary and
rhetorical devices with which texts are created. Y et these devices are till
availableto us, still practised even if unwittingly and on an impoverished scale.

"Gradus," originaly published in French in 1984, was designed to make good
that loss, to reanimate those skills. Comprising some 4000 terms, defined and
illustrated, it calls upon the resources of linguistics, poetics, semiotics, socio-
criticism, rhetoric, pragmatics, combining them in ways which enable readers
quickly to comprehend the codes and conventions which together make up
literarity." Skilfully trandated into English, and adapted for an English-language
audience with illustrations taken from an astonishing range of contemporary
texts, literary and popular, drawn from literature, radio, television, and the
theatre, "Gradus" will be a constant source of information and delight.
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'‘Common-sense,’ the Romantic criticstold us, was all that was needed to understand and interpret literary
texts. Today, we know thisis not generally true. Modern criticism has joined with pre-Romantic criticism to
expose common-sense as appropriate (because simple-minded), inadequate to comprehend and interpret
verbal structures which are frequently 'non-[common]sensical,' anti-commonsensical, or even nonsensical.

The difference between readers today and their earlier counterpartsis that we have lost the full vocabulary of
criticism and the consciousness of the literary and rhetorical devices with which texts are created. Y et these
devices are still available to us, still practised even if unwittingly and on an impoverished scale.

"Gradus," originally published in French in 1984, was designed to make good that 10ss, to reanimate those
skills. Comprising some 4000 terms, defined and illustrated, it calls upon the resources of linguistics, poetics,
semiotics, socio-criticism, rhetoric, pragmatics, combining them in ways which enable readers quickly to
comprehend the codes and conventions which together make up 'literarity.' Skilfully translated into English,
and adapted for an English-language audience with illustrations taken from an astonishing range of
contemporary texts, literary and popular, drawn from literature, radio, television, and the theatre, " Gradus®
will be a constant source of information and delight.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (trandation)
Original Language: French

About the Author
Albert W. Halsall is Professor of French and Comparative Literature at Carleton University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
ThomasBritton:

This A Dictionary of Literary Devices. Gradus, A-Z (Heritage) book is not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you
will get. This specific A Dictionary of Literary Devices. Gradus, A-Z (Heritage) without we recognize teach
the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Dictionary
of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z (Heritage) can bring once you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A
Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z (Heritage) having good arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Marshall:

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity thisislook
different you can read any book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z
(Heritage) it is quite good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
particular e-book. Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not very
costly but this book features high quality.

L ettie Perez;

Beside thiskind of A Dictionary of Literary Devices. Gradus, A-Z (Heritage) in your phone, it can give you
away to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z (Heritage) because this book offers to your



account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such
astreasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this
point!

Ann McLemore:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z
(Heritage) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book A Dictionary of
Literary Devices. Gradus, A-Z (Heritage) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at al of
book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading that.
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