G E O R G T
WASHINGTON

WI1ILLIAMS

o

@

J OHN HOPE

F RANIKTLIN

George Washington Williams: A Biography

By John Hope Franklin

Read Online ©

George Washington Williams: A Biography By John Hope Franklin

In George Washington Williams, John Hope Franklin reconstructs the life of the
controversial, self-made black intellectual who wrote the first history of African
Americansin the United States. Awarded the Clarence L. Holte Literary Prize,
this book traces Franklin's forty-year quest for Williams's story, a story largely
lost to history until this volume was first published in 1985. The result, part
biography and part social history, is a unique consideration of a pioneering
historian by his most distinguished successor.

Williams, who lived from 1849 to 1891, had a remarkable career as soldier,
minister, journalist, lawyer, politician, freelance diplomat, and African traveler,
aswell as ahistorian. While Franklin reveal s the accomplishments of this
neglected figure and emphasi zes the racism that curtailed Williams's many
talents, he also highlights the personal weaknesses that damaged Williams's
relationships and career. Williams led the way in presenting African American
history accurately through the use of oral history and archival research, sought to
legitimize it asafield of historical study, and spoke out in support of an
American Negro Historical Society and as a critic of European imperialismin
Africa. He al'so became erratic and faithless to his family and creditors and died
at the age of forty-one, destitute and alienated from family and friends. George
Washington Williams is nothing less than a classic biography of abrilliant though
flawed individual whose History of the Negro Race in America remains a
landmark in African American history and American intellectual history.
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In George Washington Williams, John Hope Franklin reconstructs the life of the controversial, self-made
black intellectual who wrote the first history of African Americansin the United States. Awarded the
Clarence L. Holte Literary Prize, this book traces Franklin’s forty-year quest for Williams's story, a story
largely lost to history until this volume was first published in 1985. The result, part biography and part social
history, is a unique consideration of a pioneering historian by his most distinguished successor.

Williams, who lived from 1849 to 1891, had a remarkable career as soldier, minister, journalist, lawyer,
politician, freelance diplomat, and African traveler, aswell as a historian. While Franklin reveals the
accomplishments of this neglected figure and emphasizes the racism that curtailed Williams's many talents,
he also highlights the personal weaknesses that damaged Williams' s relationships and career. Williams led
the way in presenting African American history accurately through the use of oral history and archival
research, sought to legitimize it asafield of historical study, and spoke out in support of an American Negro
Historical Society and as a critic of European imperialism in Africa. He also became erratic and faithless to
his family and creditors and died at the age of forty-one, destitute and alienated from family and friends.
George Washington Williams is nothing less than a classic biography of a brilliant though flawed individual
whose History of the Negro Race in America remains alandmark in African American history and American
intellectual history.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Williams (1849-1891), son of aformer slave, had many notable careers: clergyman, editor-publisher,
politician, diplomat and, above all, historian, and was the first to write a scholarly history of American
blacks. PW called this a "beautifully researched, excellent biography."”

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

“An extraordinary accomplishment . . . amodel biography. . . .”—John W. Blassingame

“In the historiography of African Americans, Williams stands not only as a pioneer, but as an author whose
work has held its value. The conjunction of these two giants makes Franklin on Williams awork of enduring
worth.”—Nell Irvin Painter, author of Sojourner Truth: A Life, A Symbol

From the Back Cover
"An extraordinary accomplishment . . . amodel biography. . . ."--John W. Blassingame

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alma Rasmussen:

Now aday people who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individualsto
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this George Washington Williams: A
Biography book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the detailsin this
book hundred per cent guarantees there isno doubt in it you probably know this.

Michael Vogd:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
actually George Washington Williams: A Biography.



Julio Canfield:

Y ou can get this George Washington Williams: A Biography by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing
or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for
youl.

Peter Lombard:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually George Washington
Williams: A Biography.
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