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Guinea-Bissau isasmall country in West Africa, and yet it managed to wrest its
independence from Portugal back in 1973, at the cost of along and bitter struggle
against seemingly implacable odds. This was atime to be proud of, and there was
also amoment about two decades ago, when it looked like a trendsetter for
democracy. Since then things have gone seriously wrong, with a collapsing
infrastructure, a dilapidated economy and a political stage prone to military coups
d’etats. This fourth edition of Historical Dictionary of Guinea-Bissau tells the
long and sometimes unpleasant story.

However, like all the country historical dictionaries, it tellsit several timesandin
several ways. First, the chronology traces the history of what became Guinea
Bissau, and this over a period of centuries and not just decades. Then the
introduction recounts that history again, providing more insight and
understanding, and conveys a good idea of how things are going now. The details
follow in the dictionary section with entries on important persons, places,
ingtitutions, and events among other things. And the bibliography pointsto
further reading.
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democracy. Since then things have gone seriously wrong, with a collapsing infrastructure, a dilapidated
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Editorial Review

Review

This volume is another updated edition in the African Historical Dictionaries series. Like other entriesin the
series, the dictionary proper is preceded by a historical chronology, alist of acronyms and abbreviations, and
agenera introduction, and in this case is followed by several appendixes, including alist of Portuguese
governors, lists of heads of state and prime ministers, several reprints of primary documents, and a modicum
of cultural information. A few maps of varying quality are scattered throughout. The bibliography is
substantial. . . .Overal, this volume does a good job of relating the long and oftentimes difficult history of
this African country that includes a collapsing infrastructure, a dilapidated economy, and military coups
d'etat. (American Reference Books Annual)

About the Author

Peter Karibe Mendy isnow the lead author, having already participated in earlier editionsaswell, and heis
an excellent choice. Of Bissau-Guinean origins, he knows the country and the main languages, and was the
director of the leading social science research institute there. He is presently professor of history and African
studies at Rhode Iland College.

Richard A. Lobban, Jr., who is professor emeritus of anthropology and director of the Program of African
and Afro-American Studies at Rhode Island College, authored or co-authored the previous editions. He
aready visited the liberated zones of Guinea-Bissau back in 1973, and has returned since, all the while
closely following eventsin a country he has written and lectured on extensively.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lindsey Putman:

The book Historical Dictionary of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau (Historical Dictionaries of Africa) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like
abook Historical Dictionary of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau (Historical Dictionaries of Africa)? Several of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many detailsfor us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you are ableto give for each other; you may share al of these. Book Historical Dictionary of the Republic of
Guinea-Bissau (Historical Dictionaries of Africa) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
large function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read areserve. Soit is
very wonderful.

Sharon Novick:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual isyou don't know what one you should start with. This Historical Dictionary of the



Republic of Guinea-Bissau (Historical Dictionaries of Africa) isour recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lynn Kelley:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Historical Dictionary
of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau (Historical Dictionaries of Africa) suitable to you? Often the book was
written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Historical Dictionary of the Republic of
Guinea-Bissau (Historical Dictionaries of Africa)isthe main of several books that everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you alots of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Kevin Adams;

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Historical Dictionary of the Republic of
Guinea-Bissau (Historical Dictionaries of Africa) to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our
own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book
to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especialy. It isto be
initially opinion for you to like to open abook and read it. Beside that the reserve Historical Dictionary of
the Republic of Guinea-Bissau (Historical Dictionaries of Africa) can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're redlly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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