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The bestselling, compelling insider’s account of the Marine Corps from the lives
of the men of Platoon 3086—their training at Parris Island, their fierce
camaraderie, and the unique code of honor that defines them.

The United States Marine Corps, with its proud tradition of excellence in combat,
its hallowed rituals, and its unbending code of honor, is part of the fabric of
American myth. Making the Corps visits the front lines of boot camp in Parris
Island, South Carolina. Here, old values are stripped away and new Marine Corps
values are forged. Bestselling author Thomas E. Ricks follows these men from
their hometowns, through boot camp, and into their first year as Marines. As
three fierce drill instructors fight a battle for the hearts and minds of this
unforgettable group of young men, a larger picture emerges, brilliantly painted,
of the growing gulf that divides the military from the rest of America.

Included in this edition is an all-new afterword from the author that examines the
war in Iraq through the lens of the Marines from Platoon 3086, giving readers an
on-the-ground view of the conflict from those who know it best.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Marines are different: distinct not only from ordinary U.S. citizens but from the ranks of the army, navy, and
air force as well. The difference begins with boot camp at Parris Island, South Carolina, where the history
and future of the United States Marine Corps intersect in the training of every new recruit. In Making the
Corps, Ricks follows a platoon of young men through 11 grueling weeks of boot camp as their drill
instructors indoctrinate them into the culture of the Few and the Proud. Many arrive at Parris Island
undisciplined and apathetic; they leave as marines.

With the end of the cold war, the role of the American military has shifted in emphasis from making war to
keeping peace. "The best way to see where the U.S. military is going is to look at the marines today," says
Ricks, as the other armed forces have begun to emulate the marine model. To understand Parris Island--a
central experience in the life of every marine--is to understand the ethos of the Marine Corps. Ricks
examines the recent changes in the Standard Operating Procedures for Recruit Training (the bible of Parris
Island), which indicate how the corps is dealing with critical social and political issues like race relations,
gender equality, and sexual orientation. Making the Corps pierces the USMC's "sis-boom-bah" mythology to
help outsiders understand this most esoteric and eccentric of U.S. armed forces. --Tim Hogan

From Library Journal
Ricks, the Wall Street Journal's Pentagon correspondent, here follows a Marine Corps training platoon
(#3086) from the arrival of the recruit bus at Parris Island, South Carolina, to graduation. The background he
gives on most of the recruits is solid, but Ricks is also concerned with the recent history and present-day
image of the corps. According to Ricks, what sets the Marines apart from other U.S. military services is its
reliance on teamwork, discipline, and commitment. By following the 3086th through its first year, he not
only shows how the new recruit is molded but paints a larger picture of the corps. John Wayne movies have
shaped most Americans' image of the Marines?an image that, as Ricks shows, is not necessarily reality
today. Highly recommended for all libraries, especially those with large historical collections.?Mark E. Ellis,
Albany State Univ., Ga.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Wall Street Journal Pentagon correspondent Ricks effectively combines a vivid account of the rigorous basic
training received by US Marine recruits with commentary on what separates the demanding, disciplined
culture of America's military elite from the more permissive culture of its civilian society. The author tracks
the 60-odd volunteers who comprised Platoon 3086 at Parris Island i 1995 through the challenging 11-week
course known as boot camp. Unlike their counterparts in other branches of the US military, aspiring marines
do not train alongside women; nor do they have access to alcohol, automobiles, candy, cigarettes, drugs, or
various other diversions dear to the hearts of young American males. Ricks offers anecdotal evidence on
what USMC recruits must endure in the way of indoctrination from fearsome (but no longer gratuitously
brutal) drill instructors in the deep piney woods where apprentice warriors get their first taste of what combat
is like, and in other invariably sweaty venues. He goes on to review the washout rate of 14 percent or so
(which thins 3086's ranks to 55 by graduation day), the ongoing debate on ever-tougher entrance
requirements (which probably cost the corps some superior fighting men), and the army's purposefully
``user-friendly'' training regimen (which reportedly neither instills esprit nor prepares soldiers to do battle).
Covered as well is the risk that alienation could induce cream-of-the-crop troops like marines to take a more



forceful role in the governance of the nation they are pledged to protect, if not engage in an outright coup.
The author argues that it behooves America's largely oblivious middle and upper classes to take a more
direct interest in their military. A revelatory briefing on what sets the USMC apart and the consequences of
its superiority during a postCold War era when, for all the talk of peace dividends, the wider world remains
an armed and dangerous place. (16 pages photos, maps, not seen) (Radio satellite tour) -- Copyright ©1997,
Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Estella Powell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Making the Corps: 10th Anniversary Edition with a New
Afterword by the Author. Try to face the book Making the Corps: 10th Anniversary Edition with a New
Afterword by the Author as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Patricia Gross:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Making the Corps:
10th Anniversary Edition with a New Afterword by the Author? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Terry Smith:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Making the Corps: 10th Anniversary Edition with a New Afterword by the Author your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Making the Corps: 10th Anniversary Edition with a
New Afterword by the Author giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?



Brandon Justice:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Making the Corps: 10th
Anniversary Edition with a New Afterword by the Author that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Making the Corps: 10th Anniversary
Edition with a New Afterword by the Author become your starter.
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