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This volume brings together an international team of contributors to reconnect
field research on the shaft tombs of western Mexico (ca. 300 B.C.–A.D. 500)
with museum-based research on the distinctive human figures for which the
region is known. These finely made figures and dioramas have attracted the
interest of archaeologists, art historians, and museum curators for over a century
because of their expressiveness and rich detail, tempered by the sad fact that most
of these objects were looted from shaft and chamber tombs and sold on the wider
art market. This volume presents current research reflecting multiple perspectives
and using many new techniques for delving into the forms, functions, and
meanings of these enigmatic figures.
 
Fourteen insightful chapters present new research in four thematic sections: (1)
Case studies: Archaeological and biological studies, (2) Broader perspectives:
The contexts of figures and tombs across larger areas, (3) Collections-based
research: Natural science or statistical perspectives, and (4) Collections-based
research: Visual culture perspectives. In addition, the editors provide a
comprehensive historical overview of research on the figures and tombs and a
discussion of archaeology’s twin evils, looting and faking. In the final chapter,
the editors propose avenues for productive new research that integrates different
disciplinary approaches and takes advantage of new technologies that help
scientists explore the past in new ways.

This volume aims to expose current researchers in western Mexico and
Mesoamerica at large to the productive lines of study currently taking place in
the field, the laboratory, and the museum, and to increase awareness of the
potential that exists for integrative and collaborative research. 
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This volume brings together an international team of contributors to reconnect field research on the shaft
tombs of western Mexico (ca. 300 B.C.–A.D. 500) with museum-based research on the distinctive human
figures for which the region is known. These finely made figures and dioramas have attracted the interest of
archaeologists, art historians, and museum curators for over a century because of their expressiveness and
rich detail, tempered by the sad fact that most of these objects were looted from shaft and chamber tombs
and sold on the wider art market. This volume presents current research reflecting multiple perspectives and
using many new techniques for delving into the forms, functions, and meanings of these enigmatic figures.
 
Fourteen insightful chapters present new research in four thematic sections: (1) Case studies: Archaeological
and biological studies, (2) Broader perspectives: The contexts of figures and tombs across larger areas, (3)
Collections-based research: Natural science or statistical perspectives, and (4) Collections-based research:
Visual culture perspectives. In addition, the editors provide a comprehensive historical overview of research
on the figures and tombs and a discussion of archaeology’s twin evils, looting and faking. In the final
chapter, the editors propose avenues for productive new research that integrates different disciplinary
approaches and takes advantage of new technologies that help scientists explore the past in new ways.

This volume aims to expose current researchers in western Mexico and Mesoamerica at large to the
productive lines of study currently taking place in the field, the laboratory, and the museum, and to increase
awareness of the potential that exists for integrative and collaborative research. 
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Christopher S. Beekman, University of Colorado–Denver, has carried out archaeological research in Jalisco
since 1993. His interests lie in the reconstruction and understanding of ancient political systems in this area,
and in the role played by group identity. 

Robert B. Pickering has pursued archaeological and osteological research in north and west Mexico for
more than 30 years. His research in human osteology and mortuary behavior led him to explore the ceramic
figures found with human remains in the shaft and chamber tombs of western Mexico.  

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Shaft Tombs and Figures
in West Mexican Society: A Reassessment to read.

Linda Hupp:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A Reassessment can be your answer as it can be
read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Cheri Whaley:

You can obtain this Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A Reassessment by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information



about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.

Judy Washburn:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican
Society: A Reassessment to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you
to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican
Society: A Reassessment can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of the time.
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