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This book isintended to assess the significance of kaidan, specifically its multi-
dimensional reflection of an impact on Japanese culture in the Edo period. The
legacy of Japan's cultural efflorescencein the late eighteenth century was far-
reaching, its fruits often seen as epitomizing the entire Tokugawa period. In the
years between the Kan'en era (1748-1751) and the chilling effects of the Kansel
Reforms (1790), there was no dearth of innovative belletristic expression, but in
the area of fiction, the yomihon of Ueda Akinari (1734-1809) eclipse all else.
Professor Reider's outstanding study treats this unusual scion of aremarkable
age, contextualizing his work from a unique perspective. Under various noms de
plume, Akinari authored significant worksin several genres of both poetry and
prose, but his greatest opusisincontrovertibly his Ugetsu monogatari (Tales of
Moonlight and Rain), a collection of nine stories that revolutionized tales of the
supernatural, elevating the genre to unprecedented levels of style and
sophistication. Such awork deserves - and has duly received - ample critical
attention from scholars on both sides of the Pacific, resulting in a plethora of
secondary literature, to which contribution of atruly original piece of scholarship
constitutes no small challenge. Professor Reider's study not only fills numerous
lacunae, but presents many interpretations that will be new to English-speaking
audiences. Among these are her astute analysis of the role of "obsession”
(shunen) in the stories, and her recognition of Akinari's bunjin portrayal of an
ideal world in which social justice ultimately prevails as mirroring a strong social
consciousness. Throughout, Professor Reider's arguments are presented in cogent
terms. Tzvetan Todorov maintains that literature of the fantastic - which includes
tales of the supernatural - succeeds as art only to the extent that it isable to
present events and characters to the reader suspended in a state of uncertainty
whether all is aproduct of illusion or of reality, for "once we choose one answer
or the other, we leave the fantastic for a neighboring genre, the uncanny or the
marvelous." The attainment of this state is no mean stylistic feat for awriter, but
its efficacy depends on a readership capable of entertaining such atemporary
suspension of judgment. It must be a readership whose imagination is hobbled
neither by a crude credulousness nor by a sterile positivism.
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This book isintended to assess the significance of kaidan, specifically its multi-dimensional reflection of an
impact on Japanese culture in the Edo period. The legacy of Japan's cultural efflorescence in the late
eighteenth century was far-reaching, its fruits often seen as epitomizing the entire Tokugawa period. In the
years between the Kan'en era (1748-1751) and the chilling effects of the Kansel Reforms (1790), there was
no dearth of innovative belletristic expression, but in the area of fiction, the yomihon of Ueda Akinari (1734-
1809) eclipse al else. Professor Reider's outstanding study treats this unusual scion of a remarkable age,
contextualizing his work from a unique perspective. Under various noms de plume, Akinari authored
significant works in several genres of both poetry and prose, but his greatest opusis incontrovertibly his
Ugetsu monogatari (Tales of Moonlight and Rain), a collection of nine stories that revolutionized tales of the
supernatural, elevating the genre to unprecedented levels of style and sophistication. Such awork deserves -
and has duly received - ample critical attention from scholars on both sides of the Pacific, resulting in a
plethora of secondary literature, to which contribution of atruly original piece of scholarship constitutes no
small challenge. Professor Reider's study not only fills numerous lacunae, but presents many interpretations
that will be new to English-speaking audiences. Among these are her astute analysis of the role of
"obsession” (shunen) in the stories, and her recognition of Akinari's bunjin portrayal of anideal worldin
which social justice ultimately prevails as mirroring a strong social consciousness. Throughout, Professor
Reider's arguments are presented in cogent terms. Tzvetan Todorov maintains that literature of the fantastic -
which includes tales of the supernatural - succeeds as art only to the extent that it is able to present events
and charactersto the reader suspended in a state of uncertainty whether all is a product of illusion or of
reality, for "once we choose one answer or the other, we leave the fantastic for a neighboring genre, the
uncanny or the marvelous." The attainment of this state is no mean stylistic feat for awriter, but its efficacy
depends on a readership capable of entertaining such atemporary suspension of judgment. It must be a
readership whose imagination is hobbled neither by a crude credulousness nor by a sterile positivism.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lori Barnes:

This Tales of the Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese
Studies, 16) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is usualy information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. Thiskind of Tales of the Supernatural in
Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese Studies, 16) without we understand
teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Tales of
the Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese Studies, 16) can
bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can haveitin
the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Tales of the Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari,
Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese Studies, 16) having good arrangement in word aong with layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Bar bara Norwood:

Tales of the Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese Studies,

16) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but till delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Tales of the Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari,
Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese Studies, 16) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Ricardo Hayward:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Tales of the Supernatural in Early Modern
Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese Studies, 16) was multi-colored and of course has
pictures around. Aswe know that book Tales of the Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari,
Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese Studies, 16) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So,
not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.



Wendell Holloway:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
also you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to add you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims

Tales of the Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese Studies,
16).
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