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Dear Reader,

When | wasin seventh grade, my English teacher, Mrs. Johnson, gave our class
theintriguing (if somewhat macabre) assignment of writing our own obituaries.
Oddly, | don't remember much of what | wrote about my life, but | do remember
how | died: in first place on the final lap of the Daytona 500. At the time, | hadn't
considered writing as an occupation, afield with aremarkably low on-the-job
casualty rate.

What intrigues me most about Mrs. Johnson's assignment is the opportunity she
gave usto confront our own legacy. How do we want to be remembered? That
question has motivated our species since the beginning of time: from building
pyramids to putting our names on skyscrapers.

As| began to write this book, | had two objectives: First, | wanted to explore
what could happen if someone read their obituary before they died and saw,
firsthand, what the world really thought of them. Their legacy.

Second, | wanted to write a Christmas story of true redemption. One of my
family's holiday traditionsisto see alocal production of Charles Dickens's A
Christmas Caroal. | don't know how many times |'ve seen it (perhaps a dozen),

but it still thrills me to see the change that comes over Ebenezer Scrooge as he
transforms from a dull, tight-fisted miser into a penitent, " giddy-as-aschool boy"
man with love in his heart. | always leave the show with asmile on my face and a
resolve to be a better person. That's what | wanted to share with you, my dear
readers, this Christmas -- a holiday tale to warm your season, your homes, and
your hearts.

Merry Christmas --Richard Paul Evans
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Dear Reader,

When | wasin seventh grade, my English teacher, Mrs. Johnson, gave our class theintriguing (if somewhat
macabre) assignment of writing our own obituaries. Oddly, | don't remember much of what | wrote about my
life, but | do remember how I died: in first place on the final lap of the Daytona 500. At the time, | hadn't
considered writing as an occupation, afield with aremarkably low on-the-job casualty rate.

What intrigues me most about Mrs. Johnson's assignment is the opportunity she gave us to confront our own
legacy. How do we want to be remembered? That question has motivated our species since the beginning of
time: from building pyramids to putting our names on skyscrapers.

As| began to write this book, | had two objectives: First, | wanted to explore what could happen if someone
read their obituary before they died and saw, firsthand, what the world really thought of them. Their legacy.

Second, | wanted to write a Christmas story of true redemption. One of my family's holiday traditionsisto
see alocal production of Charles Dickens's A Christmas Carol. | don't know how many times I've seen it
(perhaps adozen), but it still thrills me to see the change that comes over Ebenezer Scrooge as he transforms
from a dull, tight-fisted miser into a penitent, "giddy-as-aschoolboy" man with love in his heart. | aways
leave the show with a smile on my face and aresolve to be a better person. That's what | wanted to share
with you, my dear readers, this Christmas -- a holiday tale to warm your season, your homes, and your
hearts.

Merry Christmas --Richard Paul Evans
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Richard Paul Evansisthe #1 bestselling author of The Christmas Box. Each of his more than thirty novels
has been a New York Times bestseller. There are more than thirty million copies of his booksin print
worldwide, trandlated into more than twenty-four languages. He is the recipient of numerous awards,
including the American Mothers Book Award, the Romantic Times Best Women’'s Novel of the Year Award,
the German Audience Gold Award for Romance, two Religion Communicators Council Wilbur Awards, the
Washington Times Humanitarian of the Century Award and the Volunteers of America National Empathy
Award. Helivesin Salt Lake City, Utah, with hiswife, Keri, and their five children. Y ou can learn more
about Richard on Facebook at Facebook.com/RPEFans, or visit his website, RichardPaul Evans.com.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Chapter One
Saturday , Three Weeks Before Christmas

James Kier looked back and forth between the newspaper headline and the photograph of himself, not sure if
he should laugh or call his attorney. It was the same photograph the Tribune had used a couple of years
earlier when they featured him on the front page of the business section. He had worn a silver herringbone-
weave Armani over ablack silk Tshirt for the photo session, the corner of an ebony silk handkerchief peeked
strategically from the breast pocket. The black and white photograph was carefully posed and lighted to
leave half hisface in shadow. The photographer, a black-clad young Japanese man with a shock of bright
pink hair, chose to shoot in black and white because, in the photographer's words, he was "going for ayin-
yang effect -- to fully capture Kier'sinner complexities." The photographer was good at his craft. Kier's
expression revealed aleaky confidence.

While the photograph was the same, the headline could not have been more different. Not many people get
to read their own obituary.

Local real estate mogul diesin automobile crash

Utah real estate developer James Kier was pronounced dead after his car collided with a
concrete pylon on southbound 180. Rescue workers labored for more than an hour to remove
the Salt Lake man's body from the wreckage. Authorities believe Kier may have had a heart
attack prior to swerving off the road.

Kier was the president of Kier Company, one of the West's largest real estate development
firms. He was known as afierce, oftentimes ruthless, businessman. He once said, "If you want
to make friends, join abook club. If you want to make money, go into business. Only afool
confuses the two."

Kier is survived by his son, James Kier |1, and his wife, Sara. See page 1 of the business



section for more on James Kier.
Kier put the paper down. Some idiot's going to lose his job over this, he thought.
He had no idea what the article was about to set in motion.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
L oren Velasco:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Christmas List: A Novel will make you
to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Kevin Miller:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the erathat is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Christmas List: A Novel isour
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this
era

Patricia Baker:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Christmas List: A Novel e-book
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who €else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation The Christmas List: A Novel as good book but not
only by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't determine book by its
protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
aready said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Jerry Bonner:

You will get this The Christmas List: A Novel by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern erajust like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right



now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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