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An ingpirational picture book autobiography from Oprah Winfrey’s" All-
Time Favorite Guest”

Thisisthe story of alittle girl with big dreams.

All the girl ever wanted was an education. But in Rhodesia, education for girls
was nearly impossible.

So she taught herself to read and write with her brother’ s schoolbooks and to
count while watching cattle graze.

When the girl became a young wife and mother, she wrote her goals on a scrap of
paper and buried them in a can—an ancient ritual that reminded her that she
couldn't give up on her dreams.

She dreamed of going to America and earning one degree; then a second, even
higher; and athird, the highest. And she hoped to bring education to al the girls
and boys of her village.

Would her dreams ever come true?

Iustrated with Jan Spivey Gilchrist’s graceful watercolors, Dr. Tererai Trent's

true story of perseveranceis sure to inspire readers of all ages.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

K-Gr 3—Trent, who is now changing lives by advocating for the importance of literacy and education, tells
the story of her childhood in Zimbabwe in this eye-catching picture book. Though girlsin her village were
prevented from attending school because they were needed to cook, clean, and fetch water, as a child, Trent
(unnamed in the story) thirsted for an education. Her grandmather acknowledged the need for "ayoung
woman to be our eyes, to read and write for us," and her brother secretly taught her to read and write. The
text sketches out traditional life through small details that are lyrically described. Soft watercolor paintings
across spreads make Shona village life accessible enough for both group and individua use, depicting the
author reading to her grazing cattle, attending school with her brother, and growing up and sending her own
children to school. Eventually, with the support of the entire village, Trent achieved her dream of traveling to
America, successfully earning multiple degrees, and establishing afoundation to improve the lives of
children in rural Africa. In her author's note, Trent explains how school and books showed her another world,
"amagical place where malnutrition and violence were not part of daily reality."Compare and contrast with
Suneby Razia's Ray of Hope: One Girl's Dream of an Education (Kids Can, 2013) and Jeanette Winter's
Malala, a Brave Girl from Pakistan/Igbal, a Brave Boy from Pakistan: Two Stories of Bravery (S.&S., 2014)
for other picture books that address the struggle to ensure that girls receive an education. VERDICT A
wonderful selection for discussing the importance of education.—Toby Rajput, National Louis University,
Skokie, IL

Review
PRAISE FOR THE GIRL WHO BURIED HER DREAMSIN A CAN:

"Like Malala Yousafzai's story, this picture book can lead to conversations about education around the
world and the connections between literacy and freedom." —Los Angeles Times

"Watercolor illustrations and compelling language and imagery round out this inspiring story." —School
Library Connection, starred review!

"An inspirational look at one woman'’s journey from ambition and vision to the reality of schooling and
schools." —Kirkus Reviews

"Lyrically described...A wonderful selection for discussing the importance of education.”" —School Library
Journal

"Moving...Theinspiring story of how one person can overcome difficulties and make a difference.”
—Booklist

About the Author

Dr. Terera Trent grew up in arura village in Rhodesia, aregion now known as Zimbabwe. She is a scholar
and humanitarian who travels all over the world to speak about the importance of a quality education. In
2011, she started a foundation to bring educational opportunities to children growing up in her hometown.
Tererai now splits her time between central California and Zimbabwe. To find out more about her life and
her foundation, Tererai Trent International, please visit www.tt-international.org/.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charles Bock:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Girl Who Buried Her Dreamsin a Can: A True Story.
Try to face the book The Girl Who Buried Her Dreamsin a Can: A True Story as your friend. It means that it
can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in
the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for you personaly. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So, et us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jackie Lund:

The book with title The Girl Who Buried Her Dreamsin a Can: A True Story contains alot of information
that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the syndication.

Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Richard Manning:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Girl Who Buried Her Dreamsin a Can: A True Story your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
before. The The Girl Who Buried Her Dreamsin a Can: A True Story giving you another experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Corey Watts:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple method to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of
several booksin the top collection in your reading list is usually The Girl Who Buried Her Dreamsin a Can:
A True Story. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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