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This groundbreaking book sheds new light on an old and destructive stereotype:
the idea that the highly talented must suffer alifetime of psychological torment in
payment for their exceptional gifts. Despite exaggerated professiona claims,
widespread popular assumptions, and the dramatic parade of "mad geniuses' in
the media, no one has ever proved that creative people are more prone to
psychopathology than any other group. The Insanity Hoax tracks this fantasy's
history from its birth in ancient Greece to today, showing how Plato's benevolent
"divine madness' slowly darkened into a symptom of bipolar disorder -- and why
the myth istoo deeply embedded in society to ever disappear. Psychologist,
educator, and jazz writer Dr. Judith Schlesinger uses her three decades of
research and creative and clinical experience to make a convincing case, while
providing awitty and entertaining read.
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This groundbreaking book sheds new light on an old and destructive stereotype: the idea that the highly
talented must suffer alifetime of psychological torment in payment for their exceptional gifts. Despite
exaggerated professional claims, widespread popular assumptions, and the dramatic parade of "mad
geniuses' in the media, no one has ever proved that creative people are more prone to psychopathology than
any other group. The Insanity Hoax tracks this fantasy's history from its birth in ancient Greece to today,
showing how Plato's benevolent "divine madness' slowly darkened into a symptom of bipolar disorder -- and
why the myth is too deeply embedded in society to ever disappear. Psychologist, educator, and jazz writer
Dr. Judith Schlesinger uses her three decades of research and creative and clinical experienceto make a
convincing case, while providing awitty and entertaining read.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Inthis origina and passionate work, Judith takes on one of the great Western myths and serves up her
painstaking research with equal portions of wit, wisdom and criticism. An emancipatory book." - David
Cohen, PhD, Professor of Social Work, and Distinguished Tocqueville-Fulbright Chair, Florida International
University

"Fascinating, insightful, and surprisingly funny." - Chris Brubeck, "fairly sane and highly functional" jazz
musician and classical composer.

"In her skillful and entertaining dissection of the myth, Schlesinger deconstructs the pseudoscience used to
support it, while illuminating the deep cultural functions that this myth can serve for society and the geniuses
themselves." - Stuart A. Kirk, DSW, coauthor of The Selling of DSV, Making Us Crazy, and the forthcoming
Mad Science.

About the Author

Judith Schlesinger, PhD has spent her entire life marveling at creativity and surrounding herself with others
who cherishit. Psychologist, psychotherapist, author, educator, musician, jazz critic, and producer, she
believes that genius should be celebrated, not diagnosed.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mark Carter:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asyou may
know that book is very important for people. The book The Insanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad
Genius has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Insanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the
Mad Genius is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel
bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the
book The Insanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius. Y ou never sense lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Mary Tillman:

The knowledge that you get from The Insanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius could be the
more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Insanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad
Genius giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It istherefore easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular The Insanity



Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius instantly.

Elizabeth Brock:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Insanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Thomas Moor e

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That The Insanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius
can give you alot of good friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Insanity Hoax:
Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius.

Download and Read Online The Insanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth
of the Mad Genius By Judith Schlesinger #BQCVJFZ3AIP



Read TheInsanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius By
Judith Schlesinger for online ebook

The Insanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius By Judith Schlesinger Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top booksto read The Insanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius By Judith Schlesinger
books to read online.

Online The Insanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius By Judith
Schlesinger ebook PDF download

The Insanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius By Judith Schlesinger Doc
Thelnsanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius By Judith Schlesinger M obipocket
TheInsanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius By Judith Schlesinger EPub

BQCVJIFZHAIP: Thelnsanity Hoax: Exposing the Myth of the Mad Genius By Judith Schlesinger



