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Adolf Behne (1885-1948) was one of the most incisive and eloquent theorists of
modernism. His critique of the Bauhaus aided in changing the direction of that
institution, and his assault on expressionist tendencies helped turn German
architectural theory in a more sachlich, or practical, direction. The Modern
Functional Building, written in 1923, clarifies the ideals of German modernism
at their very inception, especially the crucial distinction between functionalism,
rationalism, and utilitarianism. This seminal text conveys the grit and complexity
of early modernist aspirations and will be essential reading for anyone interested
in this phase of the modern discourse.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In 1923 German architect Behne wrote this perceptive account of modern architecture, precisely in its
birthplace at the time it was born. Behne was an enthusiastic critic and no blind advocate of the new style.
Consequently, his account conveys all the richness and complexity of the movement at the very moment it
precipitated into what became known, rather blandly, as The International Style. Robinson has produced a
skillful translation, making this work readily available in English for the first time; Rosemarie Haag Bletter's
(art history and modern German studies, CUNY) introduction contextualizes the text. This scholarly work is
part of the Getty Institute's publication program devoted to original texts and documents in the field of
architecture, and it belongs in all academic architecture collections.?Peter Kaufman, Boston Architectural
Ctr.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English
Original Language: German

About the Author

Michael F. Robinson is associate professor of history at the University of Hartford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Madeleine Bandy:

The book The Modern Functional Building (1926) (Texts and Documents Series) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The Modern
Functional Building (1926) (Texts and Documents Series)? A number of you have a different opinion about
e-book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book The Modern Functional Building (1926) (Texts and Documents Series) has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Pamela Edmonds:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book The Modern Functional Building (1926) (Texts and Documents Series) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading



this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features
high quality.

Jon Farris:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely The Modern Functional Building (1926) (Texts and
Documents Series). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Joshua Molina:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book The Modern Functional Building (1926) (Texts and Documents Series) we can have more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with this book The Modern Functional Building (1926) (Texts and Documents Series). You can more
inviting than now.
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