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John Porter’s landmark study of social and ethnic inequality, The Vertical
Mosaic, became an instant classic when it was first published in 1965. A national
best seller that sold more than 100,000 copies, the book was the first major study
of Canada’s class structure and one of the foundational texts in Canadian
sociology. Sociologist Irving Louis Horowitz described it as “the sociological
study of present-day Canada.”

Fifty years later, the book retains vast significance both for its powerful critique
of social exclusivity in a country that prides itself on equality and diversity and
for its influence on generations of sociological researchers. The 50th Anniversary
Edition features new material which contextualizes the legacy of this important
book: a foreword by Porter’s colleague, Wallace Clement, and his biographer,
Rick Helmes-Hayes, and a new introductory essay by historian Jack Jedwab and
sociologist Vic Satzewich.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This book is a ‘must’ for those seeking to understand Canadian society, its inner workings and motivations
... None will read it without being stimulated and better informed about our society.” (Tommy Douglas The
Globe and Mail)

“The Vertical Mosaic is a milestone in Canadian intellectual history. Both academics and the general reading
public have waited a long time for this study to appear. They have not been disappointed. In both richness of
detail and rigour of analysis, it has few rivals.” (Martin Robin American Political Science Review)

“The Vertical Mosaic will be a touchstone for social studies in Canada.” (Robert Fulford Toronto Star)

“Porter has written a masterpiece of empirical sociology, and no one can be properly informed about the
structure of Canadian society until he has absorbed the contents of this monograph.” (New Society)

About the Author
John Porter (1921–1979), one of Canada’s leading sociologists, was a professor, dean, and academic vice-
president at Carleton University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tom Scott:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book The Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of Social
Class and Power in Canada, 50th Anniversary Edition ended up being making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
guide The Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of Social Class and Power in Canada, 50th Anniversary Edition is
not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book The
Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of Social Class and Power in Canada, 50th Anniversary Edition. You never
experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Ross Jackson:

The actual book The Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of Social Class and Power in Canada, 50th Anniversary
Edition has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.



Harry Branham:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of Social
Class and Power in Canada, 50th Anniversary Edition publication written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still uncertainty The Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of Social Class and Power in Canada,
50th Anniversary Edition as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one
publication that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Timothy Holeman:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is The Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of Social Class and Power in
Canada, 50th Anniversary Edition. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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