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Basho (1644-94) is perhaps the best known Japanese poet in both Japan and the
West, and yet there has been remarkably little serious scholarship in English on
his achievement. This book isintended to address that virtual void by
establishing the ground for critical discussion and reading of a central figurein
Japanese culture, placing the works of Basho and his disciplesin the context of
broader socia change.

Intended for both the general reader and the specialist, Traces of Dreams
examines the issues of language, landscape, cultural memory, and social practice
in early modern Japan through a fundamental reassessment of haikai ?popular
linked verse that eventually gave birth to modern haiku?particularly that of
Basho and his disciples.

The author analyzes haikai not only as a specific poetic genre but as a mode of
discourse that emerged from the profound engagement between the new
commoner culture that came to the fore in the seventeenth century cities and the
earlier traditions, which haikai parodied, transformed, and translated into the
vernacular.

Traces of Dreams explores the manner in which haikai both appropriated and
recast the established cultural and poetic associations embodied in nature,
historical objects, and famous places?the landscape that preserved the cultural
memory and that became the source of authority as well as the contested ground
for haikai re-visioning and re-mapping.
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Basho (1644-94) is perhaps the best known Japanese poet in both Japan and the West, and yet there has been
remarkably little serious scholarship in English on his achievement. This book is intended to address that
virtual void by establishing the ground for critical discussion and reading of a central figure in Japanese
culture, placing the works of Basho and his disciplesin the context of broader social change.

Intended for both the general reader and the specialist, Traces of Dreams examines the issues of language,
landscape, cultural memory, and social practice in early modern Japan through a fundamental reassessment
of haikai ?popular linked verse that eventually gave birth to modern haiku?particularly that of Basho and his
disciples.

The author analyzes haikai not only as a specific poetic genre but as a mode of discourse that emerged from
the profound engagement between the new commoner culture that came to the fore in the seventeenth
century cities and the earlier traditions, which haikai parodied, transformed, and translated into the
vernacular.

Traces of Dreams explores the manner in which haikai both appropriated and recast the established cultural
and poetic associations embodied in nature, historical objects, and famous places?he landscape that
preserved the cultural memory and that became the source of authority as well as the contested ground for
haikai re-visioning and re-mapping.
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Editorial Review
From the Inside Flap

Basho (1644-94) is perhaps the best known Japanese poet in both Japan and the West, and yet there has been
remarkably little serious scholarship in English on his achievement. This book isintended to address that
virtual void by establishing the ground for critical discussion and reading of a central figure in Japanese
culture, placing the works of Basho and his disciplesin the context of broader social change.

Intended for both the general reader and the specialist, Traces of Dreams examines the issues of language,
landscape, cultural memory, and social practice in early modern Japan through a fundamental reassessment
of haikai—popular linked verse that eventually gave birth to modern haiku—particularly that of Basho and
his disciples.

The author analyzes haikai not only as a specific poetic genre but as a mode of discourse that emerged from
the profound engagement between the new commoner culture that came to the fore in the seventeenth
century cities and the earlier traditions, which haikai parodied, transformed, and translated into the
vernacular.

Traces of Dreams explores the manner in which haikai both appropriated and recast the established cultural
and poetic associations embodied in nature, historical objects, and famous places—the landscape that
preserved the cultural memory and that became the source of authority as well as the contested ground for
haikai re-visioning and re-mapping.

From the Back Cover

Basho (1644-94) is perhaps the best-known Japanese poet in both Japan and the West, and yet there has been
remarkably little serious scholarship in English on his achievement. This book is intended to address that
virtual void by establishing the ground for critical discussion and reading of a central figure in Japanese
culture, placing the works of Basho and his disciples in the context of broader social change. Intended for
both the general reader and the specialist, Traces of Dreams examines the issues of language, landscape,
cultural memory, and social practice in early modern Japan through a fundamental reassessment of haikai -
popular linked verse that eventually gave birth to modern haiku - particularly that of Basho and his disciples.
Traces of Dreams explores the manner in which haikai both appropriated and recast the established cultural
and poetic associations embodied in nature, historical objects, and famous places - the landscape that
preserves the cultural memory and that became the source of authority as well as the contested ground for
haikai re-visioning and remapping.

About the Author
Haruo Shirane is Shincho Professor of Japanese Literature and Culture at Columbia University, and the
author of The Bridge of Dreams: Poetics of the Tale of Genji (Stanford, 1987).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Algjandra Dunlap:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book Traces of Dreams: Landscape, Cultural Memory, and
the Poetry of Basho had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take



more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Traces of Dreams. Landscape, Cultural Memory,
and the Poetry of Basho is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when
you feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the
book Traces of Dreams. Landscape, Cultural Memory, and the Poetry of Basho. Y ou never truly feel lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Robyn Pugh:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If
you have the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Traces of Dreams: Landscape, Cultural
Memory, and the Poetry of Basho as the daily resource information.

Lourdes Tyner:

The book untitled Traces of Dreams: Landscape, Cultural Memory, and the Poetry of Basho isthe
publication that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The copy writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Traces of Dreams. Landscape,
Cultural Memory, and the Poetry of Basho from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

DennisLewis:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Traces of Dreams: Landscape,
Cultural Memory, and the Poetry of Basho to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our personal
skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especialy. It isto beinitialy opinion for
you to like to start abook and study it. Beside that the reserve Traces of Dreams: Landscape, Cultural
Memory, and the Poetry of Basho can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confusein
what must you're doing of the time.
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