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Winner of the 2016 Outstanding Book Award presented by the Society of
Professors of Education
Building on her book Revealing Whiteness, Shannon Sullivan identifies a
constellation of attitudes common among well-meaning white liberals that she
sums up as "white middle-class goodness," an orientation she critiques for being
more concerned with establishing anti-racist bona fides than with confronting
systematic racism and privilege. Sullivan untangles the complex relationships
between class and race in contemporary white identity and outlines four ways
this orientation is expressed, each serving to establish one's lack of racism: the
denigration of lower-class white people as responsible for ongoing white racism,
the demonization of antebellum slaveholders, an emphasis on colorblindness--
especially in the context of white childrearing--and the cultivation of attitudes of
white guilt, shame, and betrayal. To move beyond these distancing strategies,
Sullivan argues, white people need a new ethos that acknowledges and
transforms their whiteness in the pursuit of racial justice rather than seeking a
self-righteous distance from it.
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Editorial Review

Review
Sullivan posits that it is white liberals own anti-racism that actually perpetuates racism by shutting down
frank or nuanced discussions not only of race, but of white privilege, which created racial problems and still
sustains them In advising white liberals how to honestly live their whiteness, rather than disown it or pretend
it doesn t exist, Sullivan expertly deconstructs the familiar defenses Like W.E.B. DuBois and James Baldwin
before her, Sullivan sees white domination as a spiritual problem that afflicts one group in particular but that
touches us all. "Ms. Magazine""

[Sullivan s] work is so far-reaching and thought-provoking that it is hard to imagine any reader finishing
"Good White People" without having reexamined stale emotions and come to new realizations. "Bookslut"
Sullivan posits that it is white liberals own anti-racism that actually perpetuates racism by shutting down
frank or nuanced discussions not only of race, but of white privilege, which created racial problems and still
sustains them In advising white liberals how to honestly live their whiteness, rather than disown it or pretend
it doesn t exist, Sullivan expertly deconstructs the familiar defenses Like W.E.B. DuBois and James Baldwin
before her, Sullivan sees white domination as a spiritual problem that afflicts one group in particular but that
touches us all. "Ms. Magazine""

With its highly sophisticated method and edgy straight talk, this provocative little book is required reading
for anyone who aspires to destabilize racist systems of undeserved power and privilege Essential. "CHOICE"
[Sullivan s] work is so far-reaching and thought-provoking that it is hard to imagine any reader finishing
"Good White People" without having reexamined stale emotions and come to new realizations. "Bookslut"
Sullivan posits that it is white liberals own anti-racism that actually perpetuates racism by shutting down
frank or nuanced discussions not only of race, but of white privilege, which created racial problems and still
sustains them In advising white liberals how to honestly live their whiteness, rather than disown it or pretend
it doesn t exist, Sullivan expertly deconstructs the familiar defenses Like W.E.B. DuBois and James Baldwin
before her, Sullivan sees white domination as a spiritual problem that afflicts one group in particular but that
touches us all. "Ms. Magazine""

"Good White People" is undoubtedly a major contribution to critical race and feminist theory Sullivan
directly challenges the feelings of paralysis that many white people feel when we think about our complicity
in racism, showing us ways forward that call for our agency. It is well worth reading. "Hypatia"
With its highly sophisticated method and edgy straight talk, this provocative little book is required reading
for anyone who aspires to destabilize racist systems of undeserved power and privilege Essential. "CHOICE"
[Sullivan s] work is so far-reaching and thought-provoking that it is hard to imagine any reader finishing
"Good White People" without having reexamined stale emotions and come to new realizations. "Bookslut"
Sullivan posits that it is white liberals own anti-racism that actually perpetuates racism by shutting down
frank or nuanced discussions not only of race, but of white privilege, which created racial problems and still
sustains them In advising white liberals how to honestly live their whiteness, rather than disown it or pretend
it doesn t exist, Sullivan expertly deconstructs the familiar defenses Like W.E.B. DuBois and James Baldwin
before her, Sullivan sees white domination as a spiritual problem that afflicts one group in particular but that
touches us all. "Ms. Magazine""

...timely [Sullivan] breathes fresh life into long-standing conversations on color blindness, white guilt and
shame, and social class in ways that are engaging and extremely accessible a welcome addition to the



literature. philoSOPHIA
Good White People is undoubtedly a major contribution to critical race and feminist theory Sullivan directly
challenges the feelings of paralysis that many white people feel when we think about our complicity in
racism, showing us ways forward that call for our agency. It is well worth reading. Hypatia
With its highly sophisticated method and edgy straight talk, this provocative little book is required reading
for anyone who aspires to destabilize racist systems of undeserved power and privilege Essential. CHOICE
[Sullivan s] work is so far-reaching and thought-provoking that it is hard to imagine any reader finishing
Good White People without having reexamined stale emotions and come to new realizations. Bookslut
Sullivan posits that it is white liberals own anti-racism that actually perpetuates racism by shutting down
frank or nuanced discussions not only of race, but of white privilege, which created racial problems and still
sustains them In advising white liberals how to honestly live their whiteness, rather than disown it or pretend
it doesn t exist, Sullivan expertly deconstructs the familiar defenses Like W.E.B. DuBois and James Baldwin
before her, Sullivan sees white domination as a spiritual problem that afflicts one group in particular but that
touches us all. Ms. Magazine"

..".timely ... [Sullivan] breathes fresh life into long-standing conversations on color blindness, white guilt and
shame, and social class in ways that are engaging and extremely accessible ... a welcome addition to the
literature." -- philoSOPHIA
"Good White People is undoubtedly a major contribution to critical race and feminist theory ... Sullivan
directly challenges the feelings of paralysis that many white people feel when we think about our complicity
in racism, showing us ways forward that call for our agency. It is well worth reading." -- Hypatia
"With its highly sophisticated method and edgy straight talk, this provocative little book is required reading
for anyone who aspires to destabilize racist systems of undeserved power and privilege ... Essential." --
CHOICE
..".[Sullivan's] work is so far-reaching and thought-provoking that it is hard to imagine any reader finishing
Good White People without having reexamined stale emotions and come to new realizations." -- Bookslut
..".Sullivan posits that it is white liberals' own 'anti-racism' that actually perpetuates racism by shutting down
frank or nuanced discussions not only of race, but of white privilege, which created racial problems and still
sustains them ... In advising white liberals how to honestly live their whiteness, rather than disown it or
pretend it doesn't exist, Sullivan expertly deconstructs the familiar defenses ... Like W.E.B. DuBois and
James Baldwin before her, Sullivan sees white domination as a spiritual problem that afflicts one group in
particular but that touches us all." -- Ms. Magazine

About the Author

Shannon Sullivan is Head of the Philosophy Department and Professor of Philosophy, Women's Studies, and
African American Studies at Penn State University. She is the author and editor of many books, including
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Good White People: The Problem with Middle-
Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY Series, Philosophy and Race) will make you to always be smarter. You



can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or
reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying
to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Maria Tate:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY Series, Philosophy and
Race), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a book.

Sam Current:

Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY Series, Philosophy and
Race) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word
into pleasure arrangement in writing Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-
Racism (SUNY Series, Philosophy and Race) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn
you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Rick Briones:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Good White People: The Problem with
Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY Series, Philosophy and Race) or maybe others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include
their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Good White People: The
Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY Series, Philosophy and Race) to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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