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This interdisciplinary volume interrogates bodily thinking in avant-garde texts
from Spain and Italy during the early twentieth century and their relevance to
larger modernist preoccupations with corporeality. It examines the innovative
ways Spanish and Italian avant-gardists explored the body as a locus for various
aesthetic and sociopolitical considerations and practices. In reimagining the
nexus points where the embodied self and world intersect, the texts surveyed in
this book not only shed light on issues such as authority, desire, fetishism,
gender, patriarchy, politics, religion, sexuality, subjectivity, violence, and war
during a period of unprecedented change, but also explore the complexities of
aesthetic and epistemic rupture (and continuity) within Spanish and Italian
modernisms. Building on contemporary scholarship in Modernist Studies and
avant-garde criticism, this volume brings to light numerous cross-cultural touch
points between Spain and Italy, and challenges the center/periphery frameworks
of European cultural modernism. In linking disciplines, genres, ?isms, and
geographical spheres, the book provides new lenses through which to explore the
narratives of modernist corporeality. Each contribution centers around the
question of the body as it was actively being debated through the medium of
poetic, literary, and artistic exchange, exploring the body in its materiality and
form, in its sociopolitical representation, relation to Self, cultural formation,
spatiality, desires, objectification, commercialization, and aesthetic functions.
This comparative approach to Spanish and Italian avant-gardism offers readers an
expanded view of the intersections of body and text, broadening the conversation
in the larger fields of cultural modernism, European Avant-garde Studies, and
Comparative Literature.
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This interdisciplinary volume interrogates bodily thinking in avant-garde texts from Spain and Italy during
the early twentieth century and their relevance to larger modernist preoccupations with corporeality. It
examines the innovative ways Spanish and Italian avant-gardists explored the body as a locus for various
aesthetic and sociopolitical considerations and practices. In reimagining the nexus points where the
embodied self and world intersect, the texts surveyed in this book not only shed light on issues such as
authority, desire, fetishism, gender, patriarchy, politics, religion, sexuality, subjectivity, violence, and war
during a period of unprecedented change, but also explore the complexities of aesthetic and epistemic
rupture (and continuity) within Spanish and Italian modernisms. Building on contemporary scholarship in
Modernist Studies and avant-garde criticism, this volume brings to light numerous cross-cultural touch
points between Spain and Italy, and challenges the center/periphery frameworks of European cultural
modernism. In linking disciplines, genres, ?isms, and geographical spheres, the book provides new lenses
through which to explore the narratives of modernist corporeality. Each contribution centers around the
question of the body as it was actively being debated through the medium of poetic, literary, and artistic
exchange, exploring the body in its materiality and form, in its sociopolitical representation, relation to Self,
cultural formation, spatiality, desires, objectification, commercialization, and aesthetic functions. This
comparative approach to Spanish and Italian avant-gardism offers readers an expanded view of the
intersections of body and text, broadening the conversation in the larger fields of cultural modernism,
European Avant-garde Studies, and Comparative Literature.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Nicolás Fernández-Medina is Associate Professor of Spanish at Penn State. He earned his PhDs from
Stanford University. He is the author of The Poetics of Otherness in Antonio Machado’s ‘Proverbios y
cantares’ (Cardiff: U of Wales P) and Body of Life: Vital Force and the Building of Spanish Modernity
(McGill-Queen’s UP, under contract).

Maria Truglio is Associate Professor of Italian and of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at Penn
State. She earned her BA (1992) from Wesleyan University and her PhD (2001) from Yale University. She is
the author of Beyond the Family Romance: The Legend of Pascoli (University of Toronto Press, 2007).
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Modernism and the Avant-garde Body in Spain and
Italy (Routledge Studies in Comparative Literature). You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Modernism and the Avant-garde Body in Spain
and Italy (Routledge Studies in Comparative Literature). You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Zola Campbell:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Modernism and the Avant-garde Body in Spain
and Italy (Routledge Studies in Comparative Literature) as your daily resource information.

Kevin Blais:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious



than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list is Modernism and the Avant-garde Body in Spain and Italy
(Routledge Studies in Comparative Literature). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Marianne Stromain:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Modernism and the Avant-garde Body in Spain and
Italy (Routledge Studies in Comparative Literature) to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion
for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Modernism and the Avant-garde Body in
Spain and Italy (Routledge Studies in Comparative Literature) can to be your new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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