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With What ?Isaibn Hisham Told Us, the Library of Arabic Literature brings
readers an acknowledged masterpiece of early 20th-century Arabic prose. Penned
by the Egyptian journalist Muhammad al-Muwaylihi, this exceptional title was
first introduced in serialized form in his family’ s pioneering newspaper Misbah
al-Sharq (Light of the East), on which this edition is based, and later published in
book form in 1907. Widely hailed for its erudition and its mordant wit, What ?Isa
ibn Hisham Told Us was embraced by Egypt’ s burgeoning reading public and
soon became required reading for generations of Egyptian school students.

Bridging classical genres and the emerging tradition of modern Arabic

fiction, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Usis divided into two parts, the second of
which was only added to the text with the fourth edition of 1927. Sarcastic in
tone and critical in outlook, the book relates the excursions of its narrator ?1saibn
Hisham and his companion, the Pasha, through a rapidly Westernized Cairo at
the height of British occupation, providing vivid commentary of a society
negotiating—however imperfectly—the clash of imported cultural values and
traditional norms of conduct, law, and education. The “ Second Journey” takes the
narrator to Paris to visit the Exposition Universelle of 1900, where al-Muwaylihi
casts the same relentlesdly critical eye on European society, modernity, and the
role of Western imperialism asit ripples across the globe.

Paving the way for the modern Arabic novel, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us is

invaluable both for its sociological insight into colonial Egypt and its pioneering
rolein Arabic literary history.
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With What ?Isaibn Hisham Told Us, the Library of Arabic Literature brings readers an acknowledged
masterpiece of early 20th-century Arabic prose. Penned by the Egyptian journalist Muhammad al-
Muwaylihi, this exceptional title was first introduced in serialized form in his family’s pioneering
newspaper Misbah al-Sharg (Light of the East), on which this edition is based, and later published in book
form in 1907. Widely hailed for its erudition and its mordant wit, What ?lsa ibn Hisham Told Us was
embraced by Egypt’s burgeoning reading public and soon became required reading for generations of
Egyptian school students.

Bridging classical genres and the emerging tradition of modern Arabic fiction, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told
Usisdivided into two parts, the second of which was only added to the text with the fourth edition of 1927.
Sarcastic in tone and critical in outlook, the book relates the excursions of its narrator ?1saibn Hisham and
his companion, the Pasha, through arapidly Westernized Cairo at the height of British occupation, providing
vivid commentary of a society negotiating—however imperfectly—the clash of imported cultural values and
traditional norms of conduct, law, and education. The “ Second Journey” takes the narrator to Paristo visit
the Exposition Universelle of 1900, where al-Muwaylihi casts the same relentlesdly critical eye on European
society, modernity, and the role of Western imperialism asit ripples across the globe.

Paving the way for the modern Arabic novel, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Usisinvauable both for its
sociological insight into colonial Egypt and its pioneering role in Arabic literary history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"While illustrating his novel with local examples from that time, a-Muwaylihi’ s effective critique is as broad
and relevant as much classical Western satire; surprisingly much of it feels very modern, the various
arguments and examples easily imaginable in contemporary settings...a cohesive (and still very far-reaching)
work that also offers alot of entertainment value. It's an enjoyabl e read, with some great anecdotes and very
funny scenes—and alot of interesting arguments.”-The Compl ete Review

"[Allen's] craftsmanship ison full display in these magisterial tranglations... of supreme literary
complexity."-Journal of Arabic Literature

About the Author

Muhammad al-Muwaylihi (1274-1348 H/1858-1930 AD) was an Egyptian writer and political journalist, a
career that he shared with his prominent father, Ibrahim al-Muwaylihi, with whom he a so published the
reputable and incisive newspaper Mishah al-Sharq (Light of the East). Other notable works include Critique
of Shawqi’s Collected Poems and Cure for the Soul.

Roger Allen retired in 2011 from his position as the Sascha Jane Patterson Harvie Professor at the
University of Pennsylvania, where he served for forty-three years as Professor of Arabic and Comparative
Literature. He is the author and translator of numerous publications on Arabic literature, modern fiction and
drama, and language pedagogy.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Margarito Rone:

The book What 'Isaibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature)
can give more knowledge and al so the precise product information about everything you want. So why must
we |leave the great thing like a book What 'Isaibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two
(Library of Arabic Literature)? Severa of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or factsthat you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book What
'Isaibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature) has simple shape
but you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open up and
read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Lily Sawyers:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't



have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of fedling bored faster. And you have
extratime? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
proper. Because start from on guarderia until university need that What 'lsaibn Hisham Told Us: or, A
Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature) to read.

L atosha Page:

Here thing why this What 'Isaibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic
Literature) are different and reputable to be yours. First of al looking at a book is good but it dependsin the
content of it which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. What 'lsaibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of
Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature) giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with What 'Isaibn Hisham Told Us: or, A
Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When
you are having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of What 'Isaibn Hisham Told Us: or,
A Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature) in e-book can be your choice.

M odesto Delar osa;

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we wish. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This publication What 'Isaibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two (Library
of Arabic Literature) wasfilled about science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit of abook, you can feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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