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On the evidence of The Dead Alive, Scott Turow writes in his foreword that
Wilkie Collins might well be the first author of a legal thriller. Here is the lawyer
out of sorts with his profession; the legal process gone awry; even a touch of
romance to soften the rigors of the law. And here, too, recast as fiction, is the
United States' first documented wrongful conviction case. Side by side with the
novel, this book presents the real-life legal thriller Collins used as his model-the
story of two brothers, Jesse and Stephen Boorn, sentenced to death in Vermont in
1819 for the murder of their brother-in-law, and belatedly exonerated when their
"victim" showed up alive and well in New Jersey in 1820.

Rob Warden, one of the nation's most eloquent and effective advocates for the
wrongly convicted, reconsiders the facts of the Boorn case for what they can tell
us about the systemic flaws that produced this first known miscarriage of justice-
flaws that continue to riddle our system of justice today. A tale of false
confessions and jailhouse snitches, of evidence overlooked, and justice more
blinkered than blind, the Boorns' story reminds us of the perennial nature of the
errors at the heart of American jurisprudence-and of the need to question and
correct a system that regularly condemns the innocent.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Wilkie Collins (1824-1889) was a prominent Victorian novelist and the leading mystery writer of his time.
His best known works are The Woman in White (1860) and The Moonstone (1867).

Rob Warden is executive director of the Center on Wrongful Convictions, Bluhm Legal Clinic, Northwestern
University School of Law. He is the co-author with David Protess of A Promise of Justice (Hyperion, 1998)
and Gone in the Night (Dell, 1995).

Scott Turow is a lawyer and author based in Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Travis McDonald:

The book Wilkie Collins's The Dead Alive: The Novel, the Case, and Wrongful Convictions gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book Wilkie Collins's The Dead Alive: The Novel, the Case, and Wrongful
Convictions for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve
Wilkie Collins's The Dead Alive: The Novel, the Case, and Wrongful Convictions. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Phyllis Walters:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Wilkie Collins's
The Dead Alive: The Novel, the Case, and Wrongful Convictions suitable to you? The particular book was
written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Wilkie Collins's The Dead Alive: The Novel, the
Case, and Wrongful Convictionsis the one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order
to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Norbert Walling:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book thus.



There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading a
book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Wilkie Collins's The
Dead Alive: The Novel, the Case, and Wrongful Convictions, you could tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Keith Robertson:

You can find this Wilkie Collins's The Dead Alive: The Novel, the Case, and Wrongful Convictions by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.
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