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Communism is dead in China. “China Inc.” is buying up the world. China has
the United States over a barrel. The Chinese are just copycats. China is an
environmental baddie, China is colonizing Africa. Mao was a monster. The end
of the Communist regime is near. The 21st century belongs to China. Or does it?
Marte Kjær Galtung and Stig Stenslie highlight 49 prevalent myths about China’s
past, present, and future and weigh their truth or fiction. Leading an enlightening
and entertaining tour, the authors debunk widespread “knowledge” about Chinese
culture, society, politics, and economy. In some cases, Chinese themselves
encourage mistaken impressions. But many of these myths are really about how
we Westerners see ourselves, inasmuch as China or the Chinese people are
depicted as what we are not. Western perceptions of the empire in the East have
for centuries oscillated between sinophilia and sinophobia, influenced by
historical changes in the West as much as by events in China. This timely and
provocative book offers an engaging and compelling window on a rising power
we often misunderstand.
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Editorial Review

Review
From the foreword:

Galtung and Stenslie offer a spirited, enjoyable way to improve our insight. It will be a rare reader who
doesn’t believe, perhaps unconsciously, in quite a few of the myths skewered in this book. Test yourself by
looking at the table of contents and asking how you would disprove these propositions before you go on to
read what the authors say. Then see how Galtung and Stenslie correct your mistakes. But don’t worry. They
will not make you feel stupid, because they offer not opposing myths but nuanced truths. Their deft approach
will be fun for beginners and informative for experts. At the end of reading their forty-ninth essay, one will
stand disabused of a bonus, fiftieth myth: the dangerous idea that outsiders cannot understand China.
(Andrew J. Nathan, Columbia University)

This enlightening book highlights 49 prevalent myths about China’s past, present, and future and weighs
their truth or fiction. Leading a thoughtful and entertaining tour, the authors debunk widespread
“knowledge” about Chinese culture, society, politics, and economy. In some cases, Chinese themselves
encourage mistaken impressions. But many of these myths are really about how we Westerners see
ourselves, inasmuch as China or the Chinese people are depicted as what we are not. Western perceptions of
the empire in the East have for centuries oscillated between sinophilia and sinophobia, influenced by
historical changes in the West as much as by events in China. This timely and provocative book offers an
engaging and compelling window on a rising power we often misunderstand.

About the Author
Marte Kjær Galtung is a China analyst at the Norwegian Defence Staff. She has previously worked on
China with the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs; as a cultural attaché at the Norwegian embassy in
Beijing, and subsequently on the Norwegian government’s China strategy. She is the author of China:
People, History, Politics, and Culture.

Stig Stenslie is head of the Asia Branch of the Norwegian Defence Staff. He has been visiting scholar at,
among others, the Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies, National University in Singapore, and Columbia
University in New York. He is the author of several books on contemporary China and the Middle East, most
recently Regime Stability in Saudi Arabia: The Challenge of Succession and Stability and Change in the
Modern Middle East.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leonard White:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and also important the book 49 Myths about China. All type of book
would you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.



Leif Etter:

This book untitled 49 Myths about China to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason
to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

James Kyles:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled 49 Myths about China can be great book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Ana May:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be 49 Myths about China why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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