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" Richard Drake has skillfully woven together the various strands of the
Appalachian experience into a sweeping whole. Touching upon folk traditions,
health care, the environment, higher education, the role of blacks and women,
and much more, Drake offers a compelling social history of a unique American
region. The Appalachian region, extending from Alabama in the South up to the
Allegheny highlands of Pennsylvania, has historically been characterized by its
largely rural populations, rich natural resources that have fueled industry in other
parts of the country, and the strong and wild, undeveloped land. The rugged
geography of the region allowed Native American societies, especially the
Cherokee, to flourish. Early white settlers tended to favor a self-sufficient
approach to farming, contrary to the land grabbing and plantation building going
on elsewhere in the South. The growth of a market economy and competition
from other agricultural areas of the country sparked an economic decline of the
region's rural population at least as early as 1830. The Civil War and the
sometimes hostile legislation of Reconstruction made life even more difficult for
rural Appalachians. Recent history of the region is marked by the corporate
exploitation of resources. Regional oil, gas, and coal had attracted some industry
even before the Civil War, but the postwar years saw an immense expansion of
American industry, nearly all of which relied heavily on Appalachian fossil fuels,
particularly coal. What was initially a boon to the region eventually brought
financial disaster to many mountain people as unsafe working conditions and
strip mining ravaged the land and its inhabitants. A History of Appalachia also
examines pockets of urbanization in Appalachia. Chemical, textile, and other
industries have encouraged the development of urban areas. At the same time,
radio, television, and the internet provide residents direct links to cultures from
all over the world. The author looks at the process of urbanization as it belies
commonly held notions about the region's rural character.
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" Richard Drake has skillfully woven together the various strands of the Appalachian experience into a
sweeping whole. Touching upon folk traditions, health care, the environment, higher education, the role of
blacks and women, and much more, Drake offers a compelling social history of a unique American region.
The Appalachian region, extending from Alabama in the South up to the Allegheny highlands of
Pennsylvania, has historically been characterized by its largely rural populations, rich natural resources that
have fueled industry in other parts of the country, and the strong and wild, undeveloped land. The rugged
geography of the region allowed Native American societies, especially the Cherokee, to flourish. Early white
settlers tended to favor a self-sufficient approach to farming, contrary to the land grabbing and plantation
building going on elsewhere in the South. The growth of a market economy and competition from other
agricultural areas of the country sparked an economic decline of the region's rural population at least as early
as 1830. The Civil War and the sometimes hostile legislation of Reconstruction made life even more difficult
for rural Appalachians. Recent history of the region is marked by the corporate exploitation of resources.
Regional oil, gas, and coal had attracted some industry even before the Civil War, but the postwar years saw
an immense expansion of American industry, nearly all of which relied heavily on Appalachian fossil fuels,
particularly coal. What was initially a boon to the region eventually brought financial disaster to many
mountain people as unsafe working conditions and strip mining ravaged the land and its inhabitants. A
History of Appalachia also examines pockets of urbanization in Appalachia. Chemical, textile, and other
industries have encouraged the development of urban areas. At the same time, radio, television, and the
internet provide residents direct links to cultures from all over the world. The author looks at the process of
urbanization as it belies commonly held notions about the region's rural character.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Named a Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2002."?

About the Author
Richard B. Drake, professor emeritus of history at Berea College, was one of the founding members of the
Appalachian Studies Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled A History of Appalachia. Try to stumble through book A History of
Appalachia as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Terrance Oneal:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed A
History of Appalachia? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Jacki Peters:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific A History of Appalachia to read.



Jennifer Bell:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication A History of Appalachia was filled in relation to science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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