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''It is now time to break down the ideology of exceptionalism in the United States
and other Anglo-American nations, if we are to develop reforms that will truly
inspire our teachers to improve learning for all our students -- especially those
who struggle the most. In that essential quest, Pasi Sahlberg is undoubtedly one
of the very best teachers of all.'' --From the Foreword by Andy Hargreaves,
Lynch School of Education, Boston College

''The story of Finland's extraordinary educational reforms is one that should
inform policymakers and educators around the world. No one tells this story
more clearly and engagingly than Pasi Sahlberg. This book is a must read.'' --
Linda Darling-Hammond, Stanford University

''A terrific synthesis by a native Finn, a teacher, a researcher, and a policy analyst
all rolled up into one excellent writer. Pasi Sahlberg teaches us a great deal about
what we need to know before engaging in national educational reforms.'' --David
Berliner, Arizona State University

''This book is a wake-up call for the United States. Finland went from mediocre
academic results to one of the top performers in the world. And they did it with
unions, minimal testing, national collaboration, and elevating teaching to a high-
status calling. This is the antidote to the NCLB paralysis.'' --Henry M. Levin,
Teachers College, Columbia University

''Pasi Sahlberg is the best education policy expert to share the Finnish
experiences with the international community. This book confirms that he is not
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only a practitioner but also a visionary that we Finns need when searching for the
solutions to our educational challenges.'' --Erkki Aho, Director General (1973-
1991), Finnish National Board of Education

''Pasi Sahlberg as an insider knows what has happened and as a researcher has an
objective perspective on cause and effect relationships. This story makes sense to
me.'' --Olli-Pekka Heinonen, Director, Finnish Broadcasting Company and
former Minister of Education (1994-99)

''Finland's remarkable educational story, so well told in this book by Pasi
Sahlberg, is both informative and inspiring because it shows that with appropriate
effort sustained over time, a country can make huge improvements for its young
people, something that all countries aspire to do.'' --Ben Levin, Ontario Institute
for Studies in Education, University of Toronto

Finnish Lessons is a first-hand, comprehensive account of how Finland built a
world-class education system during the past three decades. The author traces the
evolution of education policies in Finland and highlights how they differ from the
United States and other industrialized countries. He shows how rather than
relying on competition, choice, and external testing of students, education
reforms in Finland focus on professionalizing teachers' work, developing
instructional leadership in schools, and enhancing trust in teachers and schools.
This book details the complexity of educational change and encourages educators
and policymakers to develop effective solutions for their own districts and
schools.
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Finnish Lessons is a first-hand, comprehensive account of how Finland built a world-class education system
during the past three decades. The author traces the evolution of education policies in Finland and highlights
how they differ from the United States and other industrialized countries. He shows how rather than relying
on competition, choice, and external testing of students, education reforms in Finland focus on
professionalizing teachers' work, developing instructional leadership in schools, and enhancing trust in
teachers and schools. This book details the complexity of educational change and encourages educators and
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Editorial Review

Review
''The story of Finland's extraordinary educational reforms is one that should inform policymakers and
educators around the world. No one tells this story more clearly and engagingly than Pasi Sahlberg. This
book is a must read.'' --Linda Darling-Hammond, Stanford University

''This book is a wake-up call for the United States. Finland went from mediocre academic results to one of
the top performers in the world. And they did it with unions, minimal testing, national collaboration, and
elevating teaching to a high-status calling. This is the antidote to the NCLB paralysis.'' --Henry M. Levin,
Teachers College, Columbia University

''A terrific synthesis by a native Finn, a teacher, a researcher, and a policy analyst all rolled up into one
excellent writer. Pasi Sahlberg teaches us a great deal about what we need to know before engaging in
national educational reforms.'' --David Berliner, Arizona State University

''Finland's remarkable educational story, so well told in this book by Pasi Sahlberg, is both informative and
inspiring because it shows that with appropriate effort sustained over time, a country can make huge
improvements for its young people, something that all countries aspire to do.'' --Ben Levin, Ontario Institute
for Studies in Education, University of Toronto

''Pasi Sahlberg is the best education policy expert to share the Finnish experiences with the international
community. This book confirms that he is not only a practitioner but also a visionary that we Finns need
when searching for the solutions to our educational challenges.'' --Erkki Aho, director general (1973-1991),
Finnish National Board of Education

''Pasi Sahlberg, as an insider, knows what has happened and as a researcher has an objective perspective on
cause and effect relationships. This story makes sense to me.'' --Olli-Pekka Heinonen, director, Finnish
Broadcasting Company and former minister of education

About the Author
Pasi Sahlberg, Director General, CIMO (Centre for International Mobility and Cooperation), Finnish
Ministry of Education and Culture

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kurt Haney:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Finnish Lessons: What Can the World Learn from Educational



Change in Finland? (Series on School Reform) (The Series on School Reform).

Glenn Hancock:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Finnish Lessons: What Can the World Learn from
Educational Change in Finland? (Series on School Reform) (The Series on School Reform). You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Finnish
Lessons: What Can the World Learn from Educational Change in Finland? (Series on School Reform) (The
Series on School Reform). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize
it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Virginia Mack:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book Finnish Lessons: What Can the World Learn from Educational
Change in Finland? (Series on School Reform) (The Series on School Reform) it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Frances Coffey:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by
its handle may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe
not while fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Finnish Lessons: What Can the
World Learn from Educational Change in Finland? (Series on School Reform) (The Series on School
Reform) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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