
Gentry's Rio Mayo Plants: The Tropical
Deciduous Forest and Environs of Northwest
Mexico (Southwest Center Series)

From University of Arizona Press

Gentry's Rio Mayo Plants: The Tropical Deciduous Forest and Environs of
Northwest Mexico (Southwest Center Series) From University of Arizona
Press

The Río Mayo region of northwestern Mexico is a major geographic area
whose natural history remains poorly known to outsiders. Lying in a region
where desert and tropical, northern and southern, and continental and coastal
species converge, it boasts an abundance of flora first documented by Howard
Scott Gentry in 1942 in a book now widely regarded as a classic of botanical
literature. This new book updates and amends Gentry's Río Mayo Plants.
Undertaken with Gentry's support and participation before his death in 1993, it
reproduces the original text, which appears here with annotations, and contains
information on over 2,800 taxa—more than twice the 1,200 species first
described by Gentry. The annotated list of plants includes information on
distribution, habitat, appearance, common names, and indigenous uses. A new
introduction provides historical background and a review of geography and
vegetation. It also describes changes to the land and river wrought by agricultural
development, expanded grazing, and lumbering. Throughout the text, the authors
have endeavored to provide information on Río Mayo vegetation while
emphasizing local knowledge and use of plants, to preserve Gentry's field-
oriented focus, and to present botanical information with Gentry's exuberance
and style. Río Mayo Plants has long stood as a book that displays a scientist's
love of the English language, his fondness for native peoples, and his eye for
beauty in nature. This updating of that work fills a gap in the botanical literature
of this portion of North America and will be useful not only for botanists but also
for biogeographers, taxonomists, land managers, and conservationists.
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The Río Mayo region of northwestern Mexico is a major geographic area whose natural history remains
poorly known to outsiders. Lying in a region where desert and tropical, northern and southern, and
continental and coastal species converge, it boasts an abundance of flora first documented by Howard Scott
Gentry in 1942 in a book now widely regarded as a classic of botanical literature. This new book updates and
amends Gentry's Río Mayo Plants. Undertaken with Gentry's support and participation before his death in
1993, it reproduces the original text, which appears here with annotations, and contains information on over
2,800 taxa—more than twice the 1,200 species first described by Gentry. The annotated list of plants
includes information on distribution, habitat, appearance, common names, and indigenous uses. A new
introduction provides historical background and a review of geography and vegetation. It also describes
changes to the land and river wrought by agricultural development, expanded grazing, and lumbering.
Throughout the text, the authors have endeavored to provide information on Río Mayo vegetation while
emphasizing local knowledge and use of plants, to preserve Gentry's field-oriented focus, and to present
botanical information with Gentry's exuberance and style. Río Mayo Plants has long stood as a book that
displays a scientist's love of the English language, his fondness for native peoples, and his eye for beauty in
nature. This updating of that work fills a gap in the botanical literature of this portion of North America and
will be useful not only for botanists but also for biogeographers, taxonomists, land managers, and
conservationists.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a major revision and updating of Howard Scott Gentry's famous book on the plants of northwestern
Mexico. . . . The book is a classic because it is at once a scientific text and the story of a quest. Gentry had a
gift for expressive prose which he put to good use in his unorthodox and highly effective descriptive
annotations. The editors of this second edition have done justice to their task. . . . This new edition, like its
original evidently a labor of love, also successfully conveys the richness and beauty of the vegetation and the
landscape." —Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

From the Inside Flap
The RA-o Mayo region of northwestern Mexico is a major geographic area whose natural history remains
poorly known to outsiders. Lying in a region where desert and tropical, northern and southern, and
continental and coastal species converge, it boasts an abundance of flora first documented by Howard Scott
Gentry in 1942 in a book now widely regarded as a classic of botanical literature. This new book updates and
amends Gentry's "RA-o Mayo Plants," Undertaken with Gentry's support and participation before his death
in 1993, it reproduces the original text, which appears here with annotations, and contains information on
over 2,800 taxa--more than twice the 1,200 species first described by Gentry. The annotated list of plants
includes information on distribution, habitat, appearance, common names, and indigenous uses. A new
introduction provides historical background and a review of geography and vegetation. It also describes
changes to the land and river wrought by agricultural development, expanded grazing, and lumbering.
Throughout the text, the authors have endeavored to provide information on RA-o Mayo vegetation while
emphasizing local knowledge and use of plants, to preserve Gentry's field-oriented focus, and to present
botanical information with Gentry's exuberance and style. "RA-o Mayo Plants" has long stood as a book that
displays a scientist's love of the English language, his fondness for native peoples, and his eye for beauty in
nature. This updating of that work fills a gap in the botanical literature of this portion of North America and
will be useful not only for botanists but also for biogeographers, taxonomists, land managers, and
conservationists.

About the Author

Paul S. Martin is a professor emeritus of geosciences at the University of Arizona. David Yetman is a
research social scientist at the University of Arizona and host of the television show The Desert Speaks.
B>Mark Fishbein currently teaches at Washington State University. Phil Jenkins is an assistant curator of the
University of Arizona Herbarium.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Connie Griffin:

The book Gentry's Rio Mayo Plants: The Tropical Deciduous Forest and Environs of Northwest Mexico
(Southwest Center Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why
must we leave a good thing like a book Gentry's Rio Mayo Plants: The Tropical Deciduous Forest and
Environs of Northwest Mexico (Southwest Center Series)? A few of you have a different opinion about



publication. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
it is possible to share all of these. Book Gentry's Rio Mayo Plants: The Tropical Deciduous Forest and
Environs of Northwest Mexico (Southwest Center Series) has simple shape however you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Tom Carter:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Gentry's Rio Mayo Plants: The Tropical
Deciduous Forest and Environs of Northwest Mexico (Southwest Center Series) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ricardo Donaldson:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With
the book Gentry's Rio Mayo Plants: The Tropical Deciduous Forest and Environs of Northwest Mexico
(Southwest Center Series) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative
person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always
be doubt to change your life with this book Gentry's Rio Mayo Plants: The Tropical Deciduous Forest and
Environs of Northwest Mexico (Southwest Center Series). You can more inviting than now.

Ethel Swafford:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Gentry's Rio Mayo Plants: The Tropical Deciduous Forest and Environs of Northwest Mexico
(Southwest Center Series) when you required it?
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