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In the popular stereotype of post-World War 11 America, women abandoned their
wartime jobs and contentedly retreated to the home. These mythical women were
like the 1950s TV character June Cleaver, white, middle-class, suburban
housewives. Not June Cleaver unveils the diversity of postwar women, showing
how far women departed form this one-dimensional image.

This collection of fifteen revisionist essays charts new directionsin American
women's history and provides connections to scholarship that, until recently, has
focused primarily on the years before 1945 and after 1960. The contributors
explore the work and activism of postwar American women and also point to the
contradictions and ambiguitiesin postwar concepts of gender.

Including examinations of such aspects of postwar women's history as the arrival
of Chinese women immigrantsin New Y ork City; women's changing presencein
the labor force and in union organization; and the precarious lives of women
abortionists, leshians, and single mothers, the authors effectively demonstrate
how postwar women's identities were not only an expression of their gender but
also of their class, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion, occupation, and
politics.
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In the popular stereotype of post-World War Il America, women abandoned their wartime jobs and
contentedly retreated to the home. These mythical women were like the 1950s TV character June Cleaver,
white, middle-class, suburban housewives. Not June Cleaver unveilsthe diversity of postwar women,
showing how far women departed form this one-dimensional image.

This collection of fifteen revisionist essays charts new directions in American women's history and provides
connections to scholarship that, until recently, has focused primarily on the years before 1945 and after 1960.
The contributors explore the work and activism of postwar American women and also point to the
contradictions and ambiguitiesin postwar concepts of gender.

Including examinations of such aspects of postwar women's history as the arrival of Chinese women
immigrantsin New Y ork City; women's changing presence in the labor force and in union organization; and
the precarious lives of women abortionists, lesbians, and single mothers, the authors effectively demonstrate
how postwar women's identities were not only an expression of their gender but also of their class, race,
ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion, occupation, and politics.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Women's history is being rewritten, deconstructed and reconfigured daily. Existing scholarship has tended to
reinforce the perception that the women's movement retreated in the years between WW |1 and the '60s. Not
June Cleaver , reconsiders the roles of women as mothers, workers, activists, unionists and pacifists and read
together these fine essays signify a systematic devaluation of women that eventually manifested itself in the
coming of age of the women's movement. Of particular interest are the chapters, ~*Is Family Devotion Now
Subversive?' by Deborah A. Gerson and | Wanted the Whole World to See" by Ruth Feldstein. The former
chronicles the efforts of the Families Committee of Smith Act Victimsin defying McCarthyism, while the
latter recounts the trial of Emmett Till, focusing on how motherhood was defined along class and racia lines.
Other chapters recognize the contributions of Chinese and Mexican-American women to the union
movement; recount the sexual demonization of lesbians; and reveal how mothers became the surprise
““weapon" of the Civil Defense protest movement. Meyerowitz has pulled together a collection that smartly
argues that for women the 15 years following WW |1 were not atime for reflection and analysis, rather a
period of re-massing and struggle.

Copyright 1994 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Not June Cleaver reconsiders the roles of women as mothers, workers, activists, unionists and pacifists and
read together these fine essays signify a systematic deval uation of women that eventually manifested itself in
the coming of age of the women's movement."

—Publishers Weekly

" An astonishingly successful effort to rewrite the history of American women in the postwar era... [that]
challenges well-established inter pretations of postwar gender ideol ogy, shows how gender politics were
integral to Cold War poalitics, and complicates and deepens our understanding of postwar
women...—working and middle-class, Chicana, white, black, and Asian...and essential text for historians of
the Cold War and postwar gender politics'

—George Chauncey, University of Chicago

From the Publisher
A denouncement of the housewife stereotype imposed on post-Warld War 11 women

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Randall Hernandez:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? I
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare



time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question because
just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it isright. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this Not June Cleaver: Women and Gender in Postwar
America, 1945-1960 (Critical Perspectives on the Past) to read.

Douglas M oskowitz:

Now aday folks who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining abook can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Not June Cleaver:
Women and Gender in Postwar America, 1945-1960 (Critical Perspectives on the Past) book because this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there
isno doubt in it as you know.

Sarah Petty:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn
abook you can get alot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Not
June Cleaver: Women and Gender in Postwar America, 1945-1960 (Critical Perspectives on the Past) offer
you anew experience in looking at a book.

Albert Hartley:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. Aswe know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From
the book Not June Cleaver: Women and Gender in Postwar America, 1945-1960 (Critical Perspectives on
the Past) we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer
to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life with this book Not June Cleaver: Women and Gender in Postwar America, 1945-1960 (Critical
Perspectives on the Past). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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