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From Edward Rutherfurd, the grand master of the historical novel, comes a
dazzling epic about the magnificent city of Paris. Moving back and forth in time,
the story unfolds through intimate and thrilling tales of self-discovery, divided
loyalty, and long-kept secrets. As various characters come of age, seek their
fortunes, and fall in and out of love, the novel follows nobles who claim descent
from the hero of the celebrated poem The Song of Roland; a humble family that
embodies the ideals of the French Revolution; a pair of brothers from the slums
behind Montmartre, one of whom works on the Eiffel Tower as the other joins
the underworld near the Moulin Rouge; and merchants who lose everything
during the reign of Louis XV, rise again in the age of Napoleon, and help
establish Paris as the great center of art and culture that it is today. With
Rutherfurd’s unrivaled blend of impeccable research and narrative verve, this
bold novel brings the sights, scents, and tastes of the City of Light to brilliant life.

Praise for Paris

“A tour de force . . . [Edward Rutherfurd’s] most romantic and richly detailed
work of fiction yet.”—Bookreporter

“Fantastic . . . as grand and engrossing as Paris itself.”—Historical Novels
Review

“This saga is filled with historical detail and a huge cast of characters, fictional
and real, spanning generations and centuries. But Paris, with its art, architecture,
culture and couture, is the undisputed main character.”—Fort Worth Star-
Telegram

“Both Paris, the venerable City of Light, and Rutherfurd, the undisputed master
of the multigenerational historical saga, shine in this sumptuous urban
epic.”—Booklist

“There is suspense, intrigue and romance around every corner.”—Asbury Park
Press
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Essay by Edward Rutherfurd

I was eight when I fell in love with Paris. Though my family was British, we had many French cousins, and
that year we all went over to Paris to see them.

There was the magical drive around floodlit Paris; the river trip, the walk down the Champs-Elysees. The
smell of Gauloises cigarettes--now gone--and French coffee, the taste of real French cooking, a far cry from
the food I knew. I took pictures from the top of the Eiffel Tower, and gazed in rapture at the Napoleonic
army of toy soldiers in Les Invalides. And then there was the sound of my cousins speaking French--
charming, sensuous, mysterious.

But it was something unexpected that impressed me most.

My French cousin Isabelle was driving me and my father's elderly aunt. By mistake, she made an illegal turn.
The police pounced. Isabelle apologized. The policeman was stony-faced. Then Isabelle had an inspiration.

"You see, Monsieur, I was taking my aunt from England for a drive," she explained.

The policeman bent down, looked at the little old lady on the back seat, stood at attention and saluted.
"Passez, Madame," he said gallantly.

We've all encountered occasional rudeness in France, but throw yourself on a French person's mercy, and
their sense of chivalry usually kicks in. That's the special charm of France.

I stayed with my cousins often after that. One Parisian family lived just up the street from Proust's childhood
home, and only yards from where the Statue of Liberty was constructed. Others had an old house in
Fontainebleau, with a veranda straight out of a Manet painting, and family stories that went back to
Napoleonic times. Others lived near the Bastille, or in Hemingway's Montparnasse, or in the Latin Quarter--
wonderfully convenient when, as a teenager, I needed to sneak into the revolutionary riots in 1968. All these
places found their way into my novel.

The son of a laborer taught me street-fighting--my background for the Gascon family. I knew an old
monarchist priest who still held the French kings sacred; an aristocrat who'd known Chagall, and a virulent
Marxist student. I lived with professional families whose shared memories went back to the days of the Belle
Epoque and beyond. These were the sources of my characters and stories.

And as a young man, I also fell in love in Paris, with an older woman, which left me with memories of
Neuilly when the horse chestnuts are in blossom, and of walks in the Parisian dawn, and an old house with
parquet floors that creaked, and the smell of fresh croissants and cafe au lait in the morning.

But if Marcel Proust found the past brought vividly back to life by the taste of a madeleine, I too have a taste
and smell to share; of eating frogs legs at the age of eight, and being sick afterwards . . . I still can't bear the
smell. I'll stick to the croissants and cafe au lait!



From Booklist
Rutherfurd (London, 1997, and New York, 2009) serves up yet another meaty historical saga centering on a
major international city. Since the city in question this time is Paris, the repast is sumptuous indeed. As
usual, he sweeps the reader along through the centuries, recounting all the most significant transformative
events as the City of Light evolves from its humble origins as a Roman trading post to the cultural epicenter
of Western civilization. Utilizing his trademark combination of real-life and fictional characters, he stitches
their individual stories and experiences together in order to humanize and personalize the emergence of a
mighty metropolis over a period of 2,000 years. As with all great cities, both Paris and its citizens endured
their share of setbacks, humiliations, and tragedies, but these necessary growing pains often resulted in
substantial rewards. Anyone who has ever visited Paris or desires to do so will definitely want to dig into this
movable feast. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Both Paris, the venerable City of Light, and Rutherfurd,
the undisputed master of the multigenerational historical saga, shine in this sumptuous urban epic that is sure
to be another best-seller for the prolific author. --Margaret Flanagan

Review
Longlisted for the IMPAC Dublin Literary Award

"Rutherfurd has done a fine job of capturing the spirit of the City of Light. . . . The true protagonist is the city
of Paris itself. Here, Rutherfurd shines. His Paris is by turns mercurial and frusterating, dangerous and
welcoming, romantic and seedy, or all of these things at once."
--Winnipeg Free Press

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Romana Linder:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Paris: The Novel, you may enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lawrence Shults:

Paris: The Novel can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing Paris: The Novel yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Evelyn Rogers:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Paris: The Novel e-book written by
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well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still question Paris: The Novel as good book not merely by the cover
but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jeffrey Cooks:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Paris: The Novel can give you a lot of pals because by you
taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Paris: The Novel.
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