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Just before sunset on September 20, 1955, James Byron Dean's Porsche 550
Spyder collided with Donald Gene Turnupseed's Ford Tudor on California
Highway 46. At age twenty-four, America's newest screen idol was dead. What
really happened? Drawing on the inquest manuscript and other previously
unpublished material, Warren Beath cuts through the welter of conflicting reports
and rumors to provide a taut reconstruciton of Dean's final hours. In addition,
Beath has explored every nook and cranny of the Dean legend, and his book is
studded with fascinating asides: Elvis Presley's worship of Dean, Dean's strange
friendship with Maila Nurmi; TV's Vampyra and star of the gloriously execrable
Plan 9 From Outer Space; Hitchcock's use of Highway 46 in the famous crop-
dusting scene in North by Northwest; death threats against Giant director George
Stevens if he dared excise so much as a single frame of Deans' performance.
Beath's definitive account of James Dean's death concludes with a memorable
portrait of the James Dean cult, a strangely moving record of his posthumous life
in the hearts of his adoring fans.
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Just before sunset on September 20, 1955, James Byron Dean's Porsche 550 Spyder collided with Donald
Gene Turnupseed's Ford Tudor on California Highway 46. At age twenty-four, America's newest screen idol
was dead. What really happened? Drawing on the inquest manuscript and other previously unpublished
material, Warren Beath cuts through the welter of conflicting reports and rumors to provide a taut
reconstruciton of Dean's final hours. In addition, Beath has explored every nook and cranny of the Dean
legend, and his book is studded with fascinating asides: Elvis Presley's worship of Dean, Dean's strange
friendship with Maila Nurmi; TV's Vampyra and star of the gloriously execrable Plan 9 From Outer Space;
Hitchcock's use of Highway 46 in the famous crop-dusting scene in North by Northwest; death threats
against Giant director George Stevens if he dared excise so much as a single frame of Deans' performance.
Beath's definitive account of James Dean's death concludes with a memorable portrait of the James Dean
cult, a strangely moving record of his posthumous life in the hearts of his adoring fans.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Dean, a handsome young actor, seemed headed for Hollywood idoldom when he died in an auto accident in
California on September 30, 1955. Almost immediately thereafter he became a cult figure, and that situation
has continued, shows the author. Since Dean made only three films, the focus of the cultists has been as
much, perhaps more, on his death than on his life. The first half of this book, relating the accident, the
inquest, the anniversary gatherings at Dean's burial site and similar topics, will strike the general reader as
inconsequential. But in the second half, Beath profiles some of the odd, obsessed fans who keep the Dean
legend alive; this section is brilliant, recalling Nathanael West. There is one disquieting note, however: Beath
himself is a collector of Dean memorabilia. Photos not seen by PW. 10,000 first printing; author tour.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Thirty-one years after James Dean's death, the hysteria continues. The thesis behind this book is that there
may have been a cover-up in the investigation of the car crash that killed Dean. Furthermore, Beath believes
the driver of the other car involved should have been charged in the accident. Offered in testimony are
excerpts from the official inquest, an independent investigation of the day, and a few interviews. Rounding
out the work are communications between Dean cultists, the starry-eyed idolatry of actress Vampira (Maila
Nurmia friend of Dean), and ruminations on Dean's spiritual impact on America. Much ado about very little,
but still a fascinating glimpse into the insular world of the cultist. Christopher Schemering, formerly with
Arlington Cty. P.L., Va.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Brenneman:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Death of James Dean. All
type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Yvonne Tetrault:

This The Death of James Dean are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this The Death of James Dean can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock
your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Death of James Dean forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



Harry Alvey:

The book untitled The Death of James Dean is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see
the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Death of James Dean from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Ronald Kleiman:

The actual book The Death of James Dean has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this article book.
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