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Editorial Review

About the Author
Kenneth Wapnick, Ph.D. is a clinical psychologist and one of the foremost teachers of A Course in Miracles,
which he has been working with since 1973, when he joined Dr. Helen Schucman, scribe of the Course, and
Dr. William Thetford at the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center in New York. He has written more than
25 books on the Course, including Love Does Not Condemn, Absence from Felicity: The Story of Helen
Schucman and Her Scribing of 'A Course in Miracles,' The Message of 'A Course in Miracles,' and many
others. He has also produced over 150 audio and video titles discussing the principles of the Course. He is
President and co-founder, with his wife Gloria, of the Foundation for A Course in Miracles in Temecula,
California.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
From pages 6-8:

The best definition of what a miracle is, then, is that it is a correction for a misthinking or a misperception,
and therefore A Course in Miracles will never advocate that you do anything about changing your
behavior....This does not mean, by the way, that the Course would not advocate many times doing something
to shift your behavior. All that it would say is that you not believe that by changing your behavior you have
changed the problem. It could be a useful step towards changing a problem, but the basic problem is never
out in the world or the body -- it is in the mind. This idea, of course, is absolutely essential to everything that
the Course teaches and everything that we will be talking about. Certainly it is essential for understanding
what the miracle is. The simplest definition of a miracle is that it is a correction for how we perceive or for
how we think.

One of my favorite lines in the Course, which really is a perfect definition of a miracle even though it does
not use the word, says that "the holiest of all the spots on earth is where an ancient hatred has become a
present love" (T-26. IX.6:1). Someone whom we hate, hatred being the ego's way of looking, becomes
someone whom we love, and that vision of love is given to us by the Holy Spirit. What we are talking about
are two different ways of looking at the world and, more specifically, looking at the relationships in our
lives. One is the ego's way of looking, which is a way of seeing more and more separation, anger and guilt,
justifying our anger, and making sickness real here in the body. All these perceptions really reinforce the
basic ego premise that we are separate from each other and from God. The correction for that is to go from
the ego's way of looking to the Holy Spirit's way of looking, and it is that shift from the ego to the Holy
Spirit that is the miracle. The identical word for that process of shifting from the ego's perceptions of
someone else to the Holy Spirit's, is "forgiveness."

When we do forgive, what we are really doing is healing the problem, because the basic source of the
problem is our interpretation of it, and this is based on our guilt. So all of our problems -- whether they be
physical, financial, or social -- are not found out here in the world of the body but are found, rather, in our
minds, and they all can be traced back to a problem of guilt. Another term for guilt would be "lack of
forgiveness." It is when we forgive that our problems are healed, so we can then say that the words
"miracle," "forgiveness," and "healing" represent basically the same process.

We can see, therefore, that a miracle is the answer to the problem, which is guilt, and we can define this even
further and say that all of guilt comes from the belief that we are separate. So, these two words, "separation"



and "guilt," are also virtually synonymous, because one comes from the other. From pages 73-74: Miracles
reawaken the awareness that the spirit, not the body, is the altar of truth. This is the recognition that leads to
the healing power of the miracle.

That is, again, the same idea, that truth and holiness are not found in the body; they are found in our minds.
When our minds are totally healed we will recall that truth is in our Identity as spirit. Later on, the Course
talks about the temple of the Holy Spirit as a relationship (T-20.VI.5:1). It is not in the body; it is in the
relationship. The Holy Spirit cannot be in the body because there is no body. God would not place the Holy
Spirit in a place that does not exist and where there is no problem. Bodies do not get sick, nor do they get
well. It is only the mind that can be sick, and only the mind that can be healed.

I said earlier that when the separation seemed to occur, God created the Holy Spirit. He placed the Holy
Spirit, Who is also defined in the Course as being God's Answer and His Voice, in the place where He is
needed (T-5.I.5; T-5.II.2). Where the Holy Spirit is needed is not out here in the world, because the world is
not the problem. He is needed in our mind. That is where the altar of truth is. The body is not the temple of
the Holy Spirit; it is the use of the body that is, which is always found in terms of a relationship: joining in a
common purpose. For the Course, the temple of the Holy Spirit, where He is made manifest and where He is
found, is in a relationship. There is a passage where Jesus says that he stands within the holy relationship (T-
19.IV-B. 5:3; 8:3). This does not mean that he is not present in an unholy relationship. What it means is that
when we are in an unholy relationship, which is what A Course in Miracles calls a "special relationship," a
relationship where guilt is the goal and separation is the principle, then the one who manifests forgiveness
and joining will become invisible to us. If we are choosing to hear the ego's voice of guilt and separation, we
are not going to hear the voice or experience the presence of the one who represents joining, forgiveness, and
healing. It is not that Jesus is not present in a special relationship, but his presence is obscured.

When he says he stands within the holy relationship, he means that when we truly forgive and shift the
purpose of the relationship from the ego's guilt to his forgiveness, then we will know he is there. The veils of
guilt that kept him hidden are removed. He says in the Course at one point, "Teach not that I died in vain.
Teach rather that I did not die by demonstrating that I live in you" (T-11.VI.7:3-4). The way that we
demonstrate that Jesus is alive and well, and that he did do what he said he did, is to live according to the
same principle that he did: the principle of forgiveness or transcendence of the body; totally shifting from a
perception of seeing oneself as a victim to seeing oneself as joined with all people, living that out in the
relationships of our personal lives. That is how we demonstrate that he is living in us. In words based on
John's gospel: "They will know you are my disciples by your love for one another" (Jn 13:35). The Course's
version of that would be: "They will know you are my disciples by your forgiveness of each other."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angel Sherrill:

The book The Fifty Miracle Principles of 'A Course in Miracles' can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book The Fifty Miracle Principles of 'A Course in Miracles'? A few of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you can share all of these. Book The Fifty Miracle Principles of 'A Course in Miracles' has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.



Melissa Sands:

The reason why? Because this The Fifty Miracle Principles of 'A Course in Miracles' is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Betty Perez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Fifty Miracle Principles of 'A Course in
Miracles' or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide,
any other book likes The Fifty Miracle Principles of 'A Course in Miracles' to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Chris Walker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update
regarding something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
niagra The Fifty Miracle Principles of 'A Course in Miracles'.
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