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While hundreds of volumes exist on the Gettysburg Campaign, most examine the
battle’s tactical framework and focus on the activities of brigades and regiments.
However, of more interest to the serving military professional may be an analysis
of the degree to which the Confederacy’s design and execution exemplify
attributes of what is now known as the operational art. This monograph provides
just such a study. The importance of the operational level of war and its
supporting art cannot be overstated. Only with a recognition of this level between
those of strategy and tactics and a mastery of its art can commanders have the
appropriate frame of reference to link strategic goals assigned by national
authorities with the tactical activities of their subordinate commanders. Although
U.S. Army doctrine may have been late in formally recognizing the existence and
significance of the operational level of war and its supporting art, it may have
appeared very early in our military history. Indeed, without being named as such,
the concept may have been placed into effect as early as the American Civil War.
Providing a brief background of the Campaign’s plan and events, these same are
then analyzed against seven characteristics of the operational level of war.
Among these characteristics are the degree to which the Confederacy’s plan for
the campaign (and its subsequent execution) evidenced operational vision,
planned and executed distributed operations in the framework of a distributed
campaign, and was supported and enabled by continuous logistics and
instantaneous command and control. Application of the criteria to the planning
and execution of the Gettysburg Campaign reveals that the Gettysburg Campaign
does not provide an earlier birth date of the operational art. The following issues
prove most significant. First, while Lee’s operational vision resulted in a
distributed operation, it was not part of a distributed campaign. While Lee could
(and did) plan truly distributed operations, he did not have the authority to order
other Army Commanders to design and conduct other such operations. Therefore,
the Gettysburg operation was not combined with other operations to result in a
distributed campaign. Next, within the operation itself, systemic failures in
logistics and command and control led to an inability to sustain and coordinate
the operation and limit the durability of the Army of Northern Virginia’s corps.
These shortcomings (combined with others addressed at a later point) lead to the
conclusion that the Army of Northern Virginia executed a major operation (vice
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campaign) that was modeled on the new possibilities of distributed maneuver but
was not supported by the critical enablers of advanced communications and
transportation technologies.
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While hundreds of volumes exist on the Gettysburg Campaign, most examine the battle’s tactical framework
and focus on the activities of brigades and regiments. However, of more interest to the serving military
professional may be an analysis of the degree to which the Confederacy’s design and execution exemplify
attributes of what is now known as the operational art. This monograph provides just such a study. The
importance of the operational level of war and its supporting art cannot be overstated. Only with a
recognition of this level between those of strategy and tactics and a mastery of its art can commanders have
the appropriate frame of reference to link strategic goals assigned by national authorities with the tactical
activities of their subordinate commanders. Although U.S. Army doctrine may have been late in formally
recognizing the existence and significance of the operational level of war and its supporting art, it may have
appeared very early in our military history. Indeed, without being named as such, the concept may have been
placed into effect as early as the American Civil War. Providing a brief background of the Campaign’s plan
and events, these same are then analyzed against seven characteristics of the operational level of war. Among
these characteristics are the degree to which the Confederacy’s plan for the campaign (and its subsequent
execution) evidenced operational vision, planned and executed distributed operations in the framework of a
distributed campaign, and was supported and enabled by continuous logistics and instantaneous command
and control. Application of the criteria to the planning and execution of the Gettysburg Campaign reveals
that the Gettysburg Campaign does not provide an earlier birth date of the operational art. The following
issues prove most significant. First, while Lee’s operational vision resulted in a distributed operation, it was
not part of a distributed campaign. While Lee could (and did) plan truly distributed operations, he did not
have the authority to order other Army Commanders to design and conduct other such operations. Therefore,
the Gettysburg operation was not combined with other operations to result in a distributed campaign. Next,
within the operation itself, systemic failures in logistics and command and control led to an inability to
sustain and coordinate the operation and limit the durability of the Army of Northern Virginia’s corps. These
shortcomings (combined with others addressed at a later point) lead to the conclusion that the Army of
Northern Virginia executed a major operation (vice campaign) that was modeled on the new possibilities of
distributed maneuver but was not supported by the critical enablers of advanced communications and
transportation technologies.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Hennessy:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Gettysburg Campaign: Birth of the Operational
Art? (The American Civil War) as the daily resource information.

Christopher Patterson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Gettysburg Campaign: Birth of the Operational Art? (The American Civil War), you may tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a publication.

Mary Stock:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you
answer is usually The Gettysburg Campaign: Birth of the Operational Art? (The American Civil War) why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

Sue Randall:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind



skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be read. The Gettysburg Campaign: Birth of the Operational Art? (The American
Civil War) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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