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In the context of the ongoing crisis in literary criticism, The Social Imperative
reminds us that while literature will never by itself change the world, it remains a
powerful tool and important actor in the ongoing struggle to imagine better ways
to be human and free. Figuring the relationship between reader and text as a type
of friendship, the book elaborates the social-psychological concept of schema to
show that our multiple social contexts affect what we perceive and how we feel
when we read. Championing and modeling a kind of close reading that attends to
how literature reflects, promotes, and contests pervasive sociocultural ideas about
race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality, Paula M. L. Moya demonstrates the power
of works of literature by writers such as Junot Diaz, Toni Morrison, and Helena
Maria Viramontes to alter perceptions and reshape cultural imaginaries. Insofar
as literary fiction is a unique form of engagement with weighty social problems,
it matters not only which specific works of literature we read and teach, but also
how we read them, and with whom. This is what constitutes the social imperative
of literature.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The Social Imperative" is an elucidating and engrossing book that has the potential to take its place
immediately among the essential works that address close reading in relation to imaginative literature about
race, gender, and ethnicity." (Alan Wald University of Michigan)

"Ultimately, The Social Imperative is a book that teaches us not only about literature, race, and criticism, but
about life, how we live, and what it means that the world we live in has literature in it. It is a book that
scholars in the humanities have been sorely needing, and critics of any theoretical school will find something
useful and admirable in it." (Michael Hames-García)

About the Author
Paula M. L. Moya is Professor of English and, by courtesy, of Iberian and Latin American Cultures at
Stanford University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

The book The Social Imperative: Race, Close Reading, and Contemporary Literary Criticism can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good
thing like a book The Social Imperative: Race, Close Reading, and Contemporary Literary Criticism? Some
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Social Imperative: Race, Close Reading, and
Contemporary Literary Criticism has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for
you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Joshua Shaw:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Social Imperative:
Race, Close Reading, and Contemporary Literary Criticism book because this book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.



Lisa Gaither:

The guide untitled The Social Imperative: Race, Close Reading, and Contemporary Literary Criticism is the
publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Social Imperative: Race, Close
Reading, and Contemporary Literary Criticism from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Blanche Watson:

This The Social Imperative: Race, Close Reading, and Contemporary Literary Criticism is great reserve for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having The Social Imperative: Race, Close Reading, and Contemporary Literary
Criticism in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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