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What does it mean to label someone afascist? Today, it is equated with
denouncing him or her as a Nazi. But asintellectual historian Paul E. Gottfried
writesin this provocative yet even-handed study, the term’s meaning has evolved
over the years. Gottfried examines the semantic twists and turns the term has
endured since the 1930s and traces the word’ s polemical function within the
context of present ideological struggles. Like “conservatism,” “liberalism,” and
other words whose meanings have changed with time, “fascism” has been used
arbitrarily over the years and now stands for a host of iniquities that progressives,
multiculturalists, and libertarians oppose, even if they offer no single, coherent
account of the historic evil they condemn.

Certain factors have contributed to the term’s imprecise usage, Gottfried writes,
including the equation of al fascisms with Nazism and Hitler, aswell astherise
of apost-Marxist |eft that expresses predominantly cultural opposition to
bourgeois society and its Christian and/or national components. Those who stand
in the way of social change are dismissed as “fascist,” he contends, an epithet
that is no longer associated with state corporatism and other features of fascism
that were once essentia but are now widely ignored. Gottfried outlines the
specific historical meaning of the term and argues that it should not be used
indiscriminately to describe those who hold unpopular opinions. Hisimportant
study will appeal to political scientists, intellectual historians, and general readers
interested in politics and history.
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What does it mean to label someone afascist? Today, it is equated with denouncing him or her as a Nazi. But
asintellectual historian Paul E. Gottfried writesin this provocative yet even-handed study, the term’s
meaning has evolved over the years. Gottfried examines the semantic twists and turns the term has endured
since the 1930s and traces the word’ s polemical function within the context of present ideological struggles.
Like “conservatism,” “liberalism,” and other words whose meanings have changed with time, “fascism” has
been used arbitrarily over the years and now stands for a host of iniquities that progressives,

multiculturalists, and libertarians oppose, even if they offer no single, coherent account of the historic evil
they condemn.

Certain factors have contributed to the term’ s imprecise usage, Gottfried writes, including the equation of all
fascisms with Nazism and Hitler, as well asthe rise of a post-Marxist left that expresses predominantly
cultural opposition to bourgeois society and its Christian and/or national components. Those who stand in the
way of social change are dismissed as “fascist,” he contends, an epithet that is no longer associated with state
corporatism and other features of fascism that were once essential but are now widely ignored. Gottfried
outlines the specific historical meaning of the term and argues that it should not be used indiscriminately to
describe those who hold unpopular opinions. His important study will appeal to political scientists,
intellectual historians, and general readers interested in politics and history.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Gottfried’ s study is particular, nuanced, and multifaceted . . . amodel for the type of work that can earn the
right a hearing from more attentive audiences.”
—The American Conservative

“Fascismis ameticulously researched primer on the true history of one of the world’s worst ideologies.
Upon finishing the book, readers will emerge with afirmer understanding of history, philosophy, and the
ways in which words shape culture and reality.”

—Jay Lehr, The Heartland Institute

“Gottfried brings vast erudition and interpretive nuance to the subject of fascism. Thisbook is a significant
contribution to the fields of political thought and European history.”
—Jeff Taylor, Dordt College

“Fascismis abook of remarkable scholarship and sensitivity regarding some exceedingly complex ideas.
Gottfried’ s navigation of the ins and outs of the interwar ideological quarrelsin Italy and France is especially
masterful.”

—Robert Weissberg, emeritus, University of Illinois at Urbana—Champaign

About the Author

Paul E. Gottfried isthe retired Horace Raffensperger Professor of Humanities at Elizabethtown College and
a Guggenheim recipient. He is the author of numerous books, including The Search for Historical Meaning
(NIU Press, 2010) and, most recently, Leo Srauss and the Conservative Movement in America.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shawn Macdonald:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a book.
Book has adifferent type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Fascism: The Career of a Concept will
make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isfar from make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Jimmy Dietz:

Often the book Fascism: The Career of a Concept has alot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book
you can get alot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this



book.

Harry Anderson:

Fascism: The Career of a Concept can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Fascism: The Career of a Concept yet
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
thinking.

Norma Wilson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Fascism: The Career
of a Concept.
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