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Operation Barbarossa, the German invasion of the Soviet Union, began the
largest and most costly campaign in military history. Its failure was a key turning
point of the Second World War. The operation was planned as a Blitzkrieg to win
Germany its Lebensraum in the east, and the summer of 1941 is well-known for
the German army's unprecedented victories and advances. Yet the German
Blitzkrieg depended almost entirely upon the motorised Panzer groups,
particularly those of Army Group Centre. Using archival records, in this book
David Stahel presents a history of Germany's summer campaign from the
perspective of the two largest and most powerful Panzer groups on the Eastern
front. Stahel's research provides a fundamental reassessment of Germany's war
against the Soviet Union, highlighting the prodigious internal problems of the
vital Panzer forces and revealing that their demise in the earliest phase of the war
undermined the whole German invasion.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... thought-provoking and valuable. It dispels any illusions that the first months of Operation Barbarossa
were a pushover for the Wehrmacht; Stahel documents in detail, from German war diaries and letters, the
heavy fighting and the high casualties."
Evan Mawdsley, The English Historical Review

"... a thoroughly researched, comprehensive, and convincing analysis of Barbarossa ... Any still-lingering
notions of a German 'genius for war', as opposed to skill in some aspects of warmaking, is unlikely to survive
this intellectually disciplined, archivally documented analysis of one of history's most misbegotten,
mistakenly executed campaigns."
Dennis Showalter, Journal of Military History

"Stahel paints a convincing portrait of a Germany army whose shape edge was already well into the process
of being blunted during the first weeks of the fighting ... This is a serious book and a welcome contribution
to the military debate over Operation Barbarossa."
Robert M. Citino, Central European History

"The author's research is impressive ... Stahel's clearly written and accessible account convincingly questions
the competency of the German planning for Barbarossa ... all will profit from reading this fine work."
Howard D. Grier, The Journal of Modern History

"Operation Barbarossa and Germany's Defeat in the East will undoubtedly stand as a standard work on the
first phase of Operation Barbarossa for a long time to come ... The staggering amount of detail offered
ensures this is an invaluable addition to Eastern Front literature and Operation Barbarossa in particular."
Yan Mann, Global War Studies

"... interesting and well researched."
Michael Jabara Carley, Canadian Journal of History

"... a thrilling book that no military historian can afford to ignore ..."
German History

About the Author
David Stahel is an independent researcher based in Berlin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Rinehart:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Operation Barbarossa and Germany's Defeat in the East (Cambridge
Military Histories) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are



arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer involving Operation Barbarossa and Germany's Defeat in the East (Cambridge
Military Histories) content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking
Operation Barbarossa and Germany's Defeat in the East (Cambridge Military Histories) is not loveable to be
your top collection reading book?

Tina Wilson:

This Operation Barbarossa and Germany's Defeat in the East (Cambridge Military Histories) are usually
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Operation
Barbarossa and Germany's Defeat in the East (Cambridge Military Histories) can be one of the great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information
that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Operation Barbarossa and
Germany's Defeat in the East (Cambridge Military Histories) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Rigoberto Stansell:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Operation Barbarossa and Germany's Defeat in the East (Cambridge Military Histories), you could
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a book.

William Looney:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Operation Barbarossa and Germany's
Defeat in the East (Cambridge Military Histories) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still hesitation Operation Barbarossa and Germany's Defeat in the East (Cambridge Military Histories) as
good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
assess book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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