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This volume explores two radical shifts in history and subsequent responses in
curricular spaces: the move from oral to print culture during the transition
between the 15th and 16th centuries and the rise of the Jesuits, and the move
from print to digital culture during the transition between the 20th and 21st
centuries and the rise of what the philosopher Jean Baudrillard called
"hyperreality."

The curricular innovation that accompanied the first shift is considered through
the rise of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits). These men created the first "global
network" of education, and developed a humanistic curriculum designed to help
students navigate a complicated era of the known (human-centered) and
unknown (God-centered) universe.

The curricular innovation that is proposed for the current shift is guided by the
question: What should be the role of undergraduate education become in the 21st
century? Today, the tension between the known and unknown universe is
concentrated on the interrelationships between our embodied spaces and our
digitally mediated ones. As a result, today’s undergraduate students should be
challenged to understand how—in the objectively focused, commodified, STEM-
centric landscape of higher education—the human subject is decentered by the
forces of hyperreality, and in turn, how the human subject might be recentered to
balance our humanness with the new realities of digital living.
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Therein, one finds the possibility of posthumanistic education.
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This volume explores two radical shifts in history and subsequent responses in curricular spaces: the move
from oral to print culture during the transition between the 15th and 16th centuries and the rise of the Jesuits,
and the move from print to digital culture during the transition between the 20th and 21st centuries and the
rise of what the philosopher Jean Baudrillard called "hyperreality."

The curricular innovation that accompanied the first shift is considered through the rise of the Society of
Jesus (the Jesuits). These men created the first "global network" of education, and developed a humanistic
curriculum designed to help students navigate a complicated era of the known (human-centered) and
unknown (God-centered) universe.

The curricular innovation that is proposed for the current shift is guided by the question: What should be the
role of undergraduate education become in the 21st century? Today, the tension between the known and
unknown universe is concentrated on the interrelationships between our embodied spaces and our digitally
mediated ones. As a result, today’s undergraduate students should be challenged to understand how—in the
objectively focused, commodified, STEM-centric landscape of higher education—the human subject is
decentered by the forces of hyperreality, and in turn, how the human subject might be recentered to balance
our humanness with the new realities of digital living.

Therein, one finds the possibility of posthumanistic education.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Brad Petitfils’ Parallels and Responses to Curricular Innovation: The Possibilities of Posthumanistic
Education is the best critique of technology in education I have seen, and I have seen several. What is being
done to the young in the name of educational ‘innovation’ is distressing. Petitfils charts a sensible course for
educators and administrators. If you read one book this year, make this one it."

--William F. Pinar, Professor and Canada Research Chair, University of British Columbia, Canada

About the Author

Brad Petitfils teaches at Loyola University New Orleans, USA. His research focuses on hyperreality and
posthumanism and the ways these theories affect the undergraduate classroom and the development of young
adults. He teaches First-Year Seminars and is the co-director of Loyola’s summer abroad program in Paris,
France.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Parallels and Responses to
Curricular Innovation: The Possibilities of Posthumanistic Education (Routledge International Studies in the
Philosophy of Education) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Elijah McWhorter:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Parallels and Responses to Curricular Innovation: The Possibilities of
Posthumanistic Education (Routledge International Studies in the Philosophy of Education) book is readable
by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer involving Parallels and Responses to Curricular Innovation: The Possibilities of Posthumanistic
Education (Routledge International Studies in the Philosophy of Education) content conveys prospect easily
to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just



different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Parallels and Responses to Curricular Innovation: The
Possibilities of Posthumanistic Education (Routledge International Studies in the Philosophy of Education) is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

James McNally:

The publication untitled Parallels and Responses to Curricular Innovation: The Possibilities of
Posthumanistic Education (Routledge International Studies in the Philosophy of Education) is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Parallels and Responses to Curricular Innovation: The Possibilities of
Posthumanistic Education (Routledge International Studies in the Philosophy of Education) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Stephen Lee:

This Parallels and Responses to Curricular Innovation: The Possibilities of Posthumanistic Education
(Routledge International Studies in the Philosophy of Education) is new way for you who has attention to
look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Parallels
and Responses to Curricular Innovation: The Possibilities of Posthumanistic Education (Routledge
International Studies in the Philosophy of Education) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this
e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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