
Science and Human Experience: Values,
Culture, and the Mind

By Leon N. Cooper

Science and Human Experience: Values, Culture, and the Mind By Leon N.
Cooper

Does science have limits? Where does order come from? Can we understand
consciousness? Written by Nobel Laureate Leon N. Cooper, this book places
pressing scientific questions in the broader context of how they relate to human
experience. Widely considered to be a highly original thinker, Cooper has written
and given talks on a large variety of subjects, ranging from the relationship
between art and science, possible limits of science, to the relevance of the Turing
test. These essays and talks have been brought together for the first time in this
fascinating book, giving readers an opportunity to experience Cooper's unique
perspective on a range of subjects. Tackling a diverse spectrum of topics, from
the conflict of faith and science to whether understanding neural networks could
lead to machines that think like humans, this book will captivate anyone
interested in the interaction of science with society.
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Does science have limits? Where does order come from? Can we understand consciousness? Written by
Nobel Laureate Leon N. Cooper, this book places pressing scientific questions in the broader context of how
they relate to human experience. Widely considered to be a highly original thinker, Cooper has written and
given talks on a large variety of subjects, ranging from the relationship between art and science, possible
limits of science, to the relevance of the Turing test. These essays and talks have been brought together for
the first time in this fascinating book, giving readers an opportunity to experience Cooper's unique
perspective on a range of subjects. Tackling a diverse spectrum of topics, from the conflict of faith and
science to whether understanding neural networks could lead to machines that think like humans, this book
will captivate anyone interested in the interaction of science with society.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Cooper's writing style is charming, witty, and accessible; the essays, while filled with fundamental and
complex questions, somehow wind up being fun to read." -Cerebrum

"As a scientist and a humanist, Cooper is well-versed in philosophy, literature, art, and the practicalities of
making science serve humanity, as opposed to being in thrall to special interests. His intellectual open-
mindedness and compelling prose style make Science and Human Experience a thought-provoking pleasure
to read."
Peter Byrne, author of The Many Worlds of Hugh Everett III: Multiple Universes, Mutual Assured
Destruction, and the Meltdown of a Nuclear Family

"This is a fascinating melange of essays on topics ranging from the question of fraud in science to Euclidean
geometry and the 'neural-network' approach to brain research. Cooper's characteristic combination of lucidity
and common sense had me nodding in enthusiastic agreement on just about every page."
Anthony Leggett, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

"From black body radiation to brain circuitry; from Copenhagen to consciousness - this well-curated set of
essays crackles with bracing insights about science, and about the world that science strives to fathom. An
almost hushed voice (often with a slightly jocular tinge), marshaling volumes of data into an abruptly well-
ordered, breathtakingly lucid condensate: that's Leon Cooper in a nutshell."
Richard Granger, Dartmouth College

"Science and Human Experience is a collection of essays drawn from work published over a 40-year span by
that remarkable theorist-scientist Leon Cooper. And these really are essays - reasonably short, often
argumentative, filled with startling insights, and written from a personal perspective about issues of great
interest. Cooper's writing style is charming, witty, and accessible; the essays ... [are] fun to read."
Gary S. Lynch, Cerebrum

From the Author
Leon N Cooper is the Thomas J. Watson Senior Professor of Science at Brown University and Director of
the Institute for Brain and Neural Systems. He has received numerous awards and prizes for his scientific
achievements, most notably the 1972 Nobel Prize in Physics (with J. Bardeen and J.R. Schrieffer) for his
studies on the theory of superconductivity.

From the Inside Flap

A unique collection of essays and talks from Nobel Laureate Leon N Cooper.●

Presents Cooper's original views on many subjects, from the relationship between science and society, to●

consciousness and the nature and limits of science.
A fascination read for anyone interested in science and its interaction with the human experience.●

"A fascinating melange of essays on topics ranging from the question of fraud in science to Euclidean
geometry and the 'neural network' approach to brain research. Cooper's characteristic combination of lucidity
and common sense had me nodding in enthusiastic agreement on just about every page."



Anthony Leggett, Nobel Laureate

"From black body radiation to brain circuitry; from Copenhagen to consciousness -- this well-curated set set
of essays crackles with bracing insights about science, and about the world that science strives to fathom. An
almost hushed voice (often with a slightly jocular tinge) marshaling volumes of data into an abruptly well-
ordered, breathtakingly lucid condensate: that's Leon Cooper in a nutshell."
Richard Granger, Dartmouth College

"As a scientist and a humanist, Cooper is well versed in philosophy, literature, art, and the practicalities of
making science serve humanity, as opposed to being in thrall to special interests. His intellectual open-
mindedness and compelling prose style make Science and Human Experience a thought-provoking pleasure
to read."
Peter Byrne, Author of The Many Worlds of Hugh Everett III

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Hall:

The book Science and Human Experience: Values, Culture, and the Mind can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Science
and Human Experience: Values, Culture, and the Mind? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book Science and Human Experience: Values, Culture, and the Mind has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide
open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Erin Weiss:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do?
Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their can do
this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
guardería until university need this particular Science and Human Experience: Values, Culture, and the Mind
to read.

Rachel Addison:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Science and Human Experience: Values, Culture, and the Mind was filled
with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply



wanted.

Gertrude Hoskins:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Science and Human Experience:
Values, Culture, and the Mind or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Science and Human Experience: Values, Culture, and the Mind to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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