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On the night of September 12-13, 1971, Lin Biao, Mao Zedong’s officially
recognized closest comrade-in-arms and chosen successor, was killed in a
mysterious plane crash in Mongolia. The Chinese government did not issue an
announcement of Lin’s death, and it became generally known only in the summer
of 1972, when the official explanation stated that Lin had masterminded plans for
a coup d’état and the assassination of Mao, and died fleeing to the Soviet Union
after both plans had failed. But no convincing proof was offered to substantiate
these claims, and the Lin Biao incident has remained an unsolved mystery. The
author brings unique credentials to her reexamination of the incident. She is the
daughter of the former commander-in-chief of the Chinese air force, who served
under Lin and, along with thousands of others, was imprisoned as a result of the
purges that followed Lin’s death. For this book, she has drawn upon her father’s
unpublished memoirs, interviews with former high government officials and their
families, and her own experience and acquaintances among the government’s
elite families, as well as an abundance of newly available documents. The book
reexplores three key questions surrounding the Lin Biao incident: Why would
Lin, the brilliant architect of pivotal victories in the Civil War who had been
doggedly loyal to Mao for decades, suddenly attempt an ill-conceived coup?
Why, when the alleged coup failed, would he defect to the Soviet Union? And
why and how did Lin’s plane crash? Challenging the official account, this book
puts forth a radically different interpretation of the incident, arguing that in a
narrow sense it was a consequence of the poisonous interplay of governmental
politics and family politics during the Cultural Revolution. The roles of Lin’s
wife, Ye Qun, and son, Lin Liguo, in the events leading up to the fateful flight
are fully discussed for the first time in any language. This view is vividly set
forth against a moving portrayal of Chinese society in the throes of the Cultural
Revolution and the increasingly desperate efforts of an aging Mao to assure his
own immortality.
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On the night of September 12-13, 1971, Lin Biao, Mao Zedong’s officially recognized closest comrade-in-
arms and chosen successor, was killed in a mysterious plane crash in Mongolia. The Chinese government did
not issue an announcement of Lin’s death, and it became generally known only in the summer of 1972, when
the official explanation stated that Lin had masterminded plans for a coup d’état and the assassination of
Mao, and died fleeing to the Soviet Union after both plans had failed. But no convincing proof was offered to
substantiate these claims, and the Lin Biao incident has remained an unsolved mystery. The author brings
unique credentials to her reexamination of the incident. She is the daughter of the former commander-in-
chief of the Chinese air force, who served under Lin and, along with thousands of others, was imprisoned as
a result of the purges that followed Lin’s death. For this book, she has drawn upon her father’s unpublished
memoirs, interviews with former high government officials and their families, and her own experience and
acquaintances among the government’s elite families, as well as an abundance of newly available
documents. The book reexplores three key questions surrounding the Lin Biao incident: Why would Lin, the
brilliant architect of pivotal victories in the Civil War who had been doggedly loyal to Mao for decades,
suddenly attempt an ill-conceived coup? Why, when the alleged coup failed, would he defect to the Soviet
Union? And why and how did Lin’s plane crash? Challenging the official account, this book puts forth a
radically different interpretation of the incident, arguing that in a narrow sense it was a consequence of the
poisonous interplay of governmental politics and family politics during the Cultural Revolution. The roles of
Lin’s wife, Ye Qun, and son, Lin Liguo, in the events leading up to the fateful flight are fully discussed for
the first time in any language. This view is vividly set forth against a moving portrayal of Chinese society in
the throes of the Cultural Revolution and the increasingly desperate efforts of an aging Mao to assure his
own immortality.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Qiu (history, Old Dominion Univ.) is the daughter of a general who served in the Chinese air force under Lin
Biao, Mao Zedong's chosen successor, who died in a mysterious plane crash in 1971. Unlike the
sensationalized version, Yao Ming-le's The Conspiracy and Murder of Mao's Heir (LJ 6/1/83), Qiu's book
focuses on the broader systemic, traditional, and personal factors that led to conflict between Mao and Lin.
Qiu provides reasonable evidence that, even at the beginning of the Cultural Revolution in 1966, the 73-
year-old Mao was suffering from senile paranoia and that his wife, Jiang Qing, long oppressed by the
Communist Party, was finally able to make her mark. Qiu suggests that Lin had psychoses that absolutely
prevented him from claiming a public role and that Lin's wife, son, and daughter had different ways of
promoting Lin as one of the leaders of the Chinese revolution, thereby challenging Mao's authority. Qiu uses
the Lin Biao "affair" as a case study on the chaos of the Cultural Revolution. Highly recommended for all
libraries.APeggy Spitzer Christoff, Oak Park, IL
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Jin Qiu presents a fascinating and detailed investigation of one of the stranger twists in modern Chinese
political history, and as such it is a significant contribution to scholarship on the period." (American Journal
of Chinese Studies)

"In describing the political culture that produced Lin Biao, Jin Qiu accomplishes what very few Westerners
could ever hope to: the construction of a nuanced and reasonably full-orbed cultural discussion of the texture
and tenor of extra-institutional machinations, interpersonal relationships, family and inter-family dynamics,
and even jealousies and superstitions that figured into decision-making and policy formulation." (Canadian
Journal of History)

"Highly recommended for all libraries." (Library Journal)

From the Inside Flap

On the night of September 12-13, 1971, Lin Biao, Mao Zedong’s officially recognized closest comrade-in-
arms and chosen successor, was killed in a mysterious plane crash in Mongolia. The Chinese government did
not issue an announcement of Lin’s death, and it became generally known only in the summer of 1972, when
the official explanation stated that Lin had masterminded plans for a coup d’état and the assassination of
Mao, and died fleeing to the Soviet Union after both plans had failed. But no convincing proof was offered to
substantiate these claims, and the Lin Biao incident has remained an unsolved mystery.
The author brings unique credentials to her reexamination of the incident. She is the daughter of the former
commander-in-chief of the Chinese air force, who served under Lin and, along with thousands of others, was
imprisoned as a result of the purges that followed Lin’s death. For this book, she has drawn upon her father’s
unpublished memoirs, interviews with former high government officials and their families, and her own
experience and acquaintances among the government’s elite families, as well as an abundance of newly
available documents. The book reexplores three key questions surrounding the Lin Biao incident: Why
would Lin, the brilliant architect of pivotal victories in the Civil War who had been doggedly loyal to Mao
for decades, suddenly attempt an ill-conceived coup? Why, when the alleged coup failed, would he defect to
the Soviet Union? And why and how did Lin’s plane crash?



Challenging the official account, this book puts forth a radically different interpretation of the incident,
arguing that in a narrow sense it was a consequence of the poisonous interplay of governmental politics and
family politics during the Cultural Revolution. The roles of Lin’s wife, Ye Qun, and son, Lin Liguo, in the
events leading up to the fateful flight are fully discussed for the first time in any language. This view is
vividly set forth against a moving portrayal of Chinese society in the throes of the Cultural Revolution and
the increasingly desperate efforts of an aging Mao to assure his own immortality.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pamela Adair:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Culture of Power: The Lin Biao
Incident in the Cultural Revolution is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Beverly Brown:

The book with title The Culture of Power: The Lin Biao Incident in the Cultural Revolution has lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Robert Dunham:

This The Culture of Power: The Lin Biao Incident in the Cultural Revolution is great book for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can point
out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Culture of Power: The Lin Biao Incident in the Cultural Revolution in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Gordon Frederick:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And



you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually
The Culture of Power: The Lin Biao Incident in the Cultural Revolution.
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