
The Wife of Martin Guerre

By Janet Lewis

The Wife of Martin Guerre By Janet Lewis

In this new edition of Janet Lewis’s classic short novel, The Wife of Martin
Guerre, Swallow Press executive editor Kevin Haworth writes that Lewis’s story
is “a short novel of astonishing depth and resonance, a sharply drawn historical
tale that asks contemporary questions about identity and belonging, about men
and women, and about an individual’s capacity to act within an inflexible
system.” Originally published in 1941, The Wife of Martin Guerre has earned the
respect and admiration of critics and readers for over sixty years.

Based on a notorious trial in sixteenth-century France, this story of Bertrande de
Rols is the first of three novels making up Lewis’s Cases of Circumstantial
Evidence suite (the other two are The Trial of Sören Qvist and The Ghost of
Monsieur Scarron).

Swallow Press is delighted and honored to offer readers beautiful new editions of
all three Cases of Circumstantial Evidence novels, each featuring a new
introduction by Kevin Haworth.
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In this new edition of Janet Lewis’s classic short novel, The Wife of Martin Guerre, Swallow Press executive
editor Kevin Haworth writes that Lewis’s story is “a short novel of astonishing depth and resonance, a
sharply drawn historical tale that asks contemporary questions about identity and belonging, about men and
women, and about an individual’s capacity to act within an inflexible system.” Originally published in 1941,
The Wife of Martin Guerre has earned the respect and admiration of critics and readers for over sixty years.

Based on a notorious trial in sixteenth-century France, this story of Bertrande de Rols is the first of three
novels making up Lewis’s Cases of Circumstantial Evidence suite (the other two are The Trial of Sören Qvist
and The Ghost of Monsieur Scarron).

Swallow Press is delighted and honored to offer readers beautiful new editions of all three Cases of
Circumstantial Evidence novels, each featuring a new introduction by Kevin Haworth.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The Wife of Martin Guerre by Janet Lewis is one of the most resonant short novels I can remember. I
greatly like two other books she wrote: The Trial of Soren Qvist and The Ghost of Monsieur Scarron. She
never got the attention she deserved."

— Evan S. Connell, Jr.

“One of the last century’s great novels.”
— A Commonplace Blog

“When the literary history of the second millennium is written at the end of the third, in the category of
dazzling American short fiction (Janet Lewis’s) Wife of Martin Guerre will be regarded as the 20th century's
Billy Budd and Janet Lewis will be ranked with Herman Melville.”
— The New York Times

“Flaubertian in the elegance of its form and the gravity of its style.”
— The New Yorker

“A masterpiece…a short novel that can run with Billy Budd, The Spoils of Poynton, Seize the Day, or any
other.”

— Larry McMurtry, The New York Review of Books

“Janet Lewis brings the haunting qualities of fable to this novella, based on a legal case that attracted wide
attention in 16th-century France and has continued to fascinate down through the years.”

— Ron Hansen, The Wall Street Journal

“One of the most significant short novels in English.”

— Atlantic Monthly

About the Author

Janet Lewis was a novelist, poet, and short-story writer whose literary career spanned almost the entire
twentieth century. The New York Times has praised her novels as “some of the 20th century’s most vividly
imagined and finely wrought literature.”



Born and educated in Chicago, she lived in California for most of her adult life and taught at both Stanford
University and the University of California at Berkeley. Her works include The Wife of Martin Guerre
(1941), The Trial of Sören Qvist (1947), The Ghost of Monsieur Scarron (1959), Good-Bye, Son and Other
Stories (1946), and Poems Old and New (1982).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pearlie Henry:

The book The Wife of Martin Guerre make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Wife of Martin Guerre being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a book The Wife of Martin
Guerre. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this reserve?

Douglas Barney:

Here thing why that The Wife of Martin Guerre are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading
a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious
as food or not. The Wife of Martin Guerre giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Wife of Martin Guerre. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The
Wife of Martin Guerre in e-book can be your substitute.

William Copeland:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Wife of Martin Guerre or others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping
them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes The Wife of
Martin Guerre to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jeffrey Lambert:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From



media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the The Wife of Martin Guerre when you essential it?
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