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In 1932, Aldous Huxley published Brave New World, his famous novel about a
future in which humans are produced to spec in laboratories. Around the same
time, Australian legidlators announced an ambitious experiment to “breed the
colour” out of Australia by procuring white husbands for women of white and
indigenous descent. In this study, Nadine Attewell reflects on an assumption
central to these and other policy initiatives and cultural texts from twentieth-
century Britain, Australia, and New Zealand: that the fortunes of the nation
depend on controlling the reproductive choices of citizen-subjects.

Better Britons charts an innovative approach to the politics of reproduction by
reading an array of works and discourses — from canonical modernist novels and
speculative fictions to government memoranda and public debates — that reflect
on the significance of reproductive behaviours for civic, national, and racial
identities. Bringing insights from feminist and queer theory into dialogue with
work in indigenous studies, Attewell sheds new light on changing conceptions of
British and settler identity during the era of decolonization.
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In 1932, Aldous Huxley published Brave New World, his famous novel about a future in which humans are
produced to spec in laboratories. Around the same time, Australian legislators announced an ambitious
experiment to “breed the colour” out of Australia by procuring white husbands for women of white and
indigenous descent. In this study, Nadine Attewell reflects on an assumption central to these and other policy
initiatives and cultural texts from twentieth-century Britain, Australia, and New Zeaand: that the fortunes of
the nation depend on controlling the reproductive choices of citizen-subjects.

Better Britons charts an innovative approach to the politics of reproduction by reading an array of works and
discourses — from canonical modernist novels and speculative fictions to government memoranda and public
debates — that reflect on the significance of reproductive behaviours for civic, national, and racial identities.
Bringing insights from feminist and queer theory into dialogue with work in indigenous studies, Attewell
sheds new light on changing conceptions of British and settler identity during the era of decolonization.
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Editorial Review
Review

‘Attewell’ s focus on specific moments of reproductive crisis across diverse geographies and genres allows
her to illuminate the centrality of reproductive projects... Better Britons makes awelcome and valuable
contribution to the field of empire studies.’

(Eddy Kent English Sudies in Canada vol 41:04:2015)

‘ Attewell offers an enlightening and meticul ous interpretation of twentieth century British and post imperial
literatures.’

(Matthew Levay Year’s Work in English Studies vol 95:01:2016)

“Better Britonsis an original and challenging study of reproductive policiesin early twentieth-century
settler-invader contexts. It offers sophisticated and provocative analyses of the connections between these
policies as they were used to bolster tentative national identitiesin the closing era of the British empire. It
makes an important and original contribution to postcolonia studies.”

(Cynthia Sugars, Department of English, University of Ottawa)

“Nadine Attewell’ s book is arich and complex examination of the relationship between reproduction and
national identity that encompasses modernist fiction, science fiction, and archival material on indigenous
people in New Zealand and Australia. Its weaving together of these genres shows the continuities between
legal, cultural, and literary texts.”

(Radhika Mohanram, Professor of English and Critical and Cultural Theory, University of Cardiff)

About the Author
Nadine Attewell is an assistant professor in the Department of English and Cultural Studies at McMaster
University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Martina Joseph:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Better Britons: Reproduction, National Identity, and the Afterlife of
Empire. Try to face the book Better Britons. Reproduction, National Identity, and the Afterlife of Empire as
your friend. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make



you smarter than ever before. Y eah, it isvery fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Randell Easley:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually Better Britons: Reproduction, National Identity, and the Afterlife of Empire.

Rachd Glidewdll:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Better Britons: Reproduction, National
Identity, and the Afterlife of Empire that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Better Britons: Reproduction, National Identity,
and the Afterlife of Empire become your own starter.

Dorothy Vinson:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short space of timeto read it because all thistime you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. Better Britons: Reproduction, National Identity, and the Afterlife of Empire can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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