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Hip Hop in American Cinema examines the manner in which American feature
films have served as the primary medium for mainstreaming hip hop culture into
American society. With their glamorizing portrayals of graffiti writing, break
dancing, rap music, clothing, and language, Hollywood movies have established
hip hop as a desirable youth movement. This book demonstrates how Hollywood
studios and producers have exploited the profitable connection among rappers,
soundtracks, and mass audiences. Hip Hop in American Cinema offers valuable
information for courses in film studies, popular culture, and American studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
«‘Hip Hop in American Cinema’ is a pioneering study of the marriage of hip hop and gangsta rap with
Hollywood, carefully considering the cultural, political, and business aspects of this important and often
controversial musical phenomenon from the 1980s to the present. Today, rap outstrips both rock and country
music in sales and pulses through the soundtracks of many Hollywood films, sometimes also furnishing the
subject matter and the stars. Melvin Donalson, the well-known scholar of American film, surveys dozens of
films, casting an understanding but critical eye on the music and its messages.» (Andrew Gordon, University
of Florida; co-author, ‘Screen Saviors: Hollywood Fictions of Whiteness’)

From the Back Cover
"Hip Hop in American Cinema is a pioneering study of the marriage of hip hop and gangsta rap with
Hollywood, carefully considering the cultural, political, and business aspects of this important and often
controversial musical phenomenon from the 1980s to the present. Today, rap outstrips both rock and country
music in sales and pulses through the soundtracks of many Hollywood films, sometimes also furnishing the
subject matter and the stars. Melvin Donalson, the well-known scholar of American film, surveys dozens of
films, casting an understanding but critical eye on the music and its messages." Andrew Gordon, University
of Florida; co-author, Screen Saviors: Hollywood Fictions of Whiteness

About the Author
The Author: With a Ph.D. in American Civilization from Brown University, Melvin Donalson is a published
poet, fiction writer, and essayist. In addition, he is a screenwriter and director, having completed an award-
winning short film, which was shown on Showtime’s Black Filmmakers Showcase. The author of Black
Directors in Hollywood (2003) and Masculinity in the Interracial Buddy Film (2006), he is currently
Associate Professor in the English Department at California State University in Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joey Leigh:

This Hip Hop in American Cinema book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Hip Hop in American Cinema without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical
in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Hip Hop in American Cinema can bring whenever you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Hip Hop in American Cinema having very good arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Willie Carlos:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Hip Hop in American Cinema guide
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone



who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Hip Hop in American Cinema as good book but not only by
the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its include,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jamie Ault:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Hip Hop in American Cinema is
simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Malcolm Thurmond:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a half
parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Hip Hop in American Cinema to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the book
Hip Hop in American Cinema can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of their time.
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