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How should we understand church? Is it visible or invisible, one or many, local
or universal, hierarchical or congregational in its structure, sacramental or
biblical in its expression? Different Christians--whether Catholic, Protestant,
Orthodox, or Evangelical--tend to approach these foundational questions through
the lenses of their own histories and traditions. Some place great weight on the
Church's Christological foundations, and thus on history. Others place more
emphasis on the dynamic work of the Spirit, with its capacity to introduce the
new and the unexpected. Others see an original diversity of ecclesiologies,
grounding a contemporary pluralism of confessions. These lenses color not just
how Christians see the church today, but also how they imagine it for tomorrow.

In Towards a Truly Catholic Church, Thomas Rausch, SJ, draws on these
different voices to develop a theology for the church that builds on the work of
the Vatican II, is ecumenical in its approach, and envisions the church in the
context of globalization. In an increasingly interconnected world, Rausch offers
hope that tomorrow's church will be a world church, a communion that reconciles
unity in diversity.

Chapters areLumen Gentium, Gaudium et Spes, Metaphors and Models of
Church, Communion in the Body of Christ, The Church's Apostolic Ministry,
Safeguarding the Apostolic Tradition, The Marks of the Church, Reception and
Communion, A Truly Catholic Church, Challenges to the Other Christian
Churches, and Challenges to Roman Catholic Church.

Thomas P. Rausch, SJ, PhD, is the T. Marie Chilton Professor of Catholic
Theology at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles. A specialist in
ecclesiology, ecumenism, and the theology of the priesthood, he has published
numerous books including the award-winning Catholicism at the Dawn of the
Third Millennium, Who Is Jesus?, The College Student's Introduction to
Theology, and Reconciling Faith and Reason: Apologists, Evangelists, and
Theologians in a Divided Church, published by Liturgical Press.
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theology for the church that builds on the work of the Vatican II, is ecumenical in its approach, and envisions
the church in the context of globalization. In an increasingly interconnected world, Rausch offers hope that
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Thomas P. Rausch, SJ, PhD, is the T. Marie Chilton Professor of Catholic Theology at Loyola Marymount
University in Los Angeles. A specialist in ecclesiology, ecumenism, and the theology of the priesthood, he
has published numerous books including the award-winning Catholicism at the Dawn of the Third
Millennium, Who Is Jesus?, The College Student's Introduction to Theology, and Reconciling Faith and
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Editorial Review

Review

In a vision that holds the tensions and antinomies together, Rausch's picture is truly catholic.
Worship

This concise but well documented synthesis is an invaluable resource on Catholic ecclesiology, its
ecumenical engagements, and prospects for the future as Christianity moves into the postmodern world.
Theological Studies

The intelligence and clarity of this study, and the breadth of voices and issues it synthesizes, makes it a
useful text for professors and students to use in surveying the landscape of ecclesiological tasks.
Catholic Studies

Rausch writes with ease and clarity about matters of deep concern of good people everywhere. Little of
lasting value will be achieved in our efforts to advance Christian unity if Rausch’s plea for removing barriers
and building bridges is ignored by church authorities.
Prairie Messenger

Readers will come to the last page of this encouraging and enlightening book with the sober hopefulness
imparted by good news.
Prairie Messenger

We strongly recommend this new book for your thoughtful reading and reflection.
The Catholic Book Club Newsletter

About the Author

Thomas P. Rausch, SJ, is the T. Marie Chilton Professor of Catholic Theology at Loyola Marymount
University in Los Angeles. A specialist in ecclesiology, he has published twenty books and numerous articles
and has long been active in ecumenism. He co-chairs the Los Angeles Catholic/Evangelical Committee and
the Theological Commission for the Archdiocese. From 2010 to 2014 he was a consultor to Jesuit Superior
General Father Adolfo Nicholás for ecumenical affairs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lynda Wright:

Here thing why this specific Towards a Truly Catholic Church: An Ecclesiology for the Third Millennium



are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Towards a Truly Catholic Church: An
Ecclesiology for the Third Millennium giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Towards a Truly Catholic Church: An Ecclesiology
for the Third Millennium. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the paper book maybe the form of Towards a Truly Catholic Church: An Ecclesiology for the Third
Millennium in e-book can be your substitute.

Marie Clemmer:

The guide untitled Towards a Truly Catholic Church: An Ecclesiology for the Third Millennium is the
publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Towards a Truly Catholic Church: An Ecclesiology for
the Third Millennium from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Steve Franklin:

The guide with title Towards a Truly Catholic Church: An Ecclesiology for the Third Millennium contains a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

James Shockley:

You will get this Towards a Truly Catholic Church: An Ecclesiology for the Third Millennium by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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