
Early American Railroads: Franz Anton Ritter
von Gerstner’s ‘Die innern
Communicationen’1842-1843

By Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner

Early American Railroads: Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner’s ‘Die innern
Communicationen’1842-1843 By Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner

This is the first English translation of a monumental account of American
railroads (and canals) in the years 1838-1839. Its author, Franz Anton Ritter von
Gerstner, was Europe's leading authority on railroad construction, and he
conducted his study at the behest of the Russian government, which rightly felt
that the United States would provide a more suitable model for the construction
of a Russian railroad system than England. For a century and a half, Gerstner's
Die innern Communicationen has been recognized as by far the most
comprehensive and detailed work on the development, construction, finance, and
operation of early American railroads and canals, enriched by accounts of the
pioneering men who were involved in the enterprise that was to transform the
century. Most of the technological data presented is to be found nowhere else; for
example, virtually every technique for constructing the various kinds of track is
explained and illustrated by line drawings. Gerstner supplemented his first-hand
observations of every railroad in the United States with data from transportation
companies and government documents, including the amounts, dimensions, and
kinds of rolling stock, personnel, funds dispersed, revenues collected, ton-miles
of freight, and seat-miles of passengers. Throughout, Gerstner's insights and
commentary reflect his vast experience and knowledge of railroads (he built what
is often called the first railroad on the European continent and the first Russian
railroad). Gerstner went beyond technology to examine the management and
organization of railroads and canals and to review the structures and
responsibilities of state boards for the oversight of transportation firms. In
addition, he included vivid accounts of many aspects of American culture, such
as early "Jim Crowism," with blacks traveling in baggage cars rather than
coaches, and the horrific working conditions of both free laborers and slaves (the
highly profitable Tallahassee Railroad owned its own slaves for working on the
line). All in all, the publication in English of Gerstner's encyclopedic work is a
major event in the economic and transportation history of the United States.
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This is the first English translation of a monumental account of American railroads (and canals) in the years
1838-1839. Its author, Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner, was Europe's leading authority on railroad
construction, and he conducted his study at the behest of the Russian government, which rightly felt that the
United States would provide a more suitable model for the construction of a Russian railroad system than
England. For a century and a half, Gerstner's Die innern Communicationen has been recognized as by far the
most comprehensive and detailed work on the development, construction, finance, and operation of early
American railroads and canals, enriched by accounts of the pioneering men who were involved in the
enterprise that was to transform the century. Most of the technological data presented is to be found nowhere
else; for example, virtually every technique for constructing the various kinds of track is explained and
illustrated by line drawings. Gerstner supplemented his first-hand observations of every railroad in the
United States with data from transportation companies and government documents, including the amounts,
dimensions, and kinds of rolling stock, personnel, funds dispersed, revenues collected, ton-miles of freight,
and seat-miles of passengers. Throughout, Gerstner's insights and commentary reflect his vast experience
and knowledge of railroads (he built what is often called the first railroad on the European continent and the
first Russian railroad). Gerstner went beyond technology to examine the management and organization of
railroads and canals and to review the structures and responsibilities of state boards for the oversight of
transportation firms. In addition, he included vivid accounts of many aspects of American culture, such as
early "Jim Crowism," with blacks traveling in baggage cars rather than coaches, and the horrific working
conditions of both free laborers and slaves (the highly profitable Tallahassee Railroad owned its own slaves
for working on the line). All in all, the publication in English of Gerstner's encyclopedic work is a major
event in the economic and transportation history of the United States.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Although it is structured with encyclopedic qualities, the narrative reads surprisingly well. . . . A handsome
tome, with especially appealing reproductions of an extensive number of engineering drawings." (Journal of
the Early Republic)

"This voluminous book is a superb source for early American transportation history . . . a wealth of data not
matched anywhere else." (Business History)

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

From the Inside Flap

This is the first English translation of a monumental account of American railroads (and canals) in the years
1838-1839. Its author, Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner, was Europe's leading authority on railroad
construction, and he conducted his study at the behest of the Russian government, which rightly felt that the
United States would provide a more suitable model for the construction of a Russian railroad system than
England. For a century and a half, Gerstner's Die innern Communicationen has been recognized as by far the
most comprehensive and detailed work on the development, construction, finance, and operation of early
American railroads and canals, enriched by accounts of the pioneering men who were involved in the
enterprise that was to transform the century.
Most of the technological data presented is to be found nowhere else; for example, virtually every technique
for constructing the various kinds of track is explained and illustrated by line drawings. Gerstner
supplemented his first-hand observations of every railroad in the United States with data from transportation
companies and government documents, including the amounts, dimensions, and kinds of rolling stock,
personnel, funds dispersed, revenues collected, ton-miles of freight, and seat-miles of passengers.
Throughout, Gerstner’s insights and commentary reflect his vast experience and knowledge of railroads (he
built what is often called the first railroad on the European continent and the first Russian railroad).
Gerstner went beyond technology to examine the management and organization of railroads and canals and
to review the structures and responsibilities of state boards for the oversight of transportation firms. In
addition, he included vivid accounts of many aspects of American culture, such as early "Jim Crowism,"
with blacks traveling in baggage cars rather than coaches, and the horrific working conditions of both free
laborers and slaves (the highly profitable Tallahassee Railroad owned its own slaves for working on the line).
All in all, the publication in English of Gerstner's encyclopedic work is a major event in the economic and
transportation history of the United States.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take



a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Early American
Railroads: Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner’s ‘Die innern Communicationen’1842-1843? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Elsie Fiala:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Early American
Railroads: Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner’s ‘Die innern Communicationen’1842-1843 to read.

Myrtle Brown:

This Early American Railroads: Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner’s ‘Die innern Communicationen’1842-
1843 usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of
this Early American Railroads: Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner’s ‘Die innern Communicationen’1842-1843
can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
a person with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this Early American Railroads: Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner’s ‘Die innern Communicationen’1842-1843
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Linda Justice:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes examining,
not only science book but additionally novel and Early American Railroads: Franz Anton Ritter von
Gerstner’s ‘Die innern Communicationen’1842-1843 or even others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Early American Railroads: Franz Anton
Ritter von Gerstner’s ‘Die innern Communicationen’1842-1843 to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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